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Francis was probably born in Assisi, Italy in 1181. He was baptised ‘Giovanni’ but his father called 

him ‘Francesco’, perhaps because he traded in France and had married a French wife.  

 Francis’ father wanted his son to take over the family business, but he was rebellious and had a 

difficult relationship with his father. Francis felt shame at being captured then imprisoned during 

a brief war with the local city of Perugia and returned a changed man.  

 He took to caring for disused churches and for the poor, particularly those suffering from 

leprosy. While praying in the semi-derelict church of St Damian, he distinctly heard the words, ‘Go 

and repair my church, which you see is falling down.’ 

 Francis prepared a simple Rule for his followed that witnessed to Christ through preaching 

repentance and emphasised the poverty of Christ. Two years before his death he received the 

stigmata—the marks of the wounds of Christ, on his body.  

 His Order spread throughout western Christendom. He died on this day in 1226,  

 Sermon © Revd Dr Paul Monk.  

 Liturgy © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.  

 Bible readings © the publishers of the NRSV translation. 

 Prayers of intercession © St Francis of Assisi. 

The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration appear at the end. 

All the hymns are hosted on YouTube. Please click on the links to hear them.  

To see service transcripts from previous weeks, please visit the page, 

http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm 

 

https://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_%20St_Francis.htm#gsc.tab=0
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm
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Introduction and welcome 

HYMN 1  All creatures of our God and King (click on this link to hear the hymn) 

The Welcome   
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit  

All Amen. 

The Lord be with you 

All And also with you. 

The Preparation 

All Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this:  

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.  

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

with all your soul, with all your mind,  

and with all your strength.’  

And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  

There is no other commandment greater than these.  

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

All Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love with all the saints in earth 

and heaven. Therefore, knowing our unworthiness and sin, let us confess our sins 

in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in 

love and peace with all. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d3gO6qDLNA


Friday 4 October 2024 3 St Francis of Assisi 

 

 

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry  

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us,  

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name.  

Amen. 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

The Gloria  
All Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

The Collect for St Francis of Assisi 
O God, you ever delight to reveal yourself 

to the child-like and lowly of heart: 

grant that, following the example of the blessèd Francis, 

we may count the wisdom of this world as foolishness 

and know only Jesus Christ and him crucified, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

First reading   
A reading from the book of the Prophet Micah  

‘With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall 

I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be 

pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 

firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ 

 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?   

Micah 6:6–8  

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 
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Second reading   
A reading from St Pauls Letter to the Galatians  

May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which 

the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision 

nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! As for those who 

will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. 

From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded 

on my body. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers 

and sisters. Amen.  Galatians 6:14–18  

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 

HYMN 2 Make me a channel of your peace (traditional version) 

 Make me a channel of your peace  (more modern version) 

 Make me a channel of your peace  (instrumental, piano) 

 Make me a channel of your peace  (instrumental, string quartet) 

Gospel reading  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

All Glory to you O Lord. 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 

eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the 

body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they 

have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more 

value are you than the birds! And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to 

your span of life? If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you 

worry about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 

yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if 

God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown 

into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And do not 

keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep 

worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and 

your Father knows that you need them. Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these 

things will be given to you as well.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8eorCEMIK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6nXjugNcMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JYV5Q0E2caE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9NMHoIglTPw
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 ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do 

not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth 

destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.’ Luke 12:22–34 

This is the Gospel of the Lord  

All Praise to you O Christ.  

Sermon  
It was a dark and stormy night. A lone traveller across the moor was fighting against 

a strong, biting wind. Suddenly he saw a light on the horizon. He made for it and 

was soon welcomed by the abbot of small monastery. After a good dinner, they 

settled down to a bit of recreation. It was odd. A monk stood and shouted out, 

‘Number 1!’ and everyone roared with laughter. Another stood up, and said, ‘Num-

ber 12!’ and again the monks rocked with mirth.  

 ‘What’s going on?’ asked the man. ‘Ah’, said the abbot, ‘You see, we have been 

together so long that now we all know our stories so well that we no longer need 

to repeat the whole thing. In fact, we just need to say the number of the story, 

remember it, and enjoy it.’ 

 ‘Can I try one?’ asked the man. On being given permission, he shouted out, ‘Num-

ber 3!’ Immediately, there was a stony silence.  

 ‘What went wrong?’ asked the man. ‘Ah’, said the abbot, ‘You know how it is: 

some people simply can’t tell a story.’ 

I wonder how good you are at telling the Christian story? All of us are called to 

speak the Good News of Jesus, the news of His resurrection, of God and His love, of 

the wonderful things that happen when the Holy Spirit of God enters a soul and 

takes over. Sometimes, we say the story in such a way that everyone around us 

groans. Others say the story in such a way that it sounds boring, or moralistic. We 

may even tell it in such a way that the goodness of God becomes a chilling, vile thing. 

 Well, today in the Church calendar we celebrate St Francis of Assisi. Using his 

story, we’ll explore ways of telling The Story that make the God more interesting. 

 St Francis was born in what is now Italy, into a rich family. When he was a young 

man, while exploring the countryside, he found a deserted church, San Damiano. 

he entered it and saw a painted crucifix above the altar. As he approached it, he 

was convinced that it was speaking to him. ‘Mend my church’ the voice seemed to 
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say. At first, Francis thought he had to mend the fabric of the small chapel. He 

poured his money into the project. But he soon realised that God was not talking 

about bricks and mortar but the work of the church which, in that day, had become 

exceptionally dull and lacklustre. How like today: we too often think of ‘the church’ 

as a building, and when we talk about it, we are actually saying something about 

the building. All too often, when we invite people to our church, we want them to 

see its interior, or even ‘meet my friends there’ when we should be thinking about 

the work of the Kingdom of God. God prefers to show Himself in Kingdom work. 

 The second story I like about St Francis concerns a beggar covered with fester-

ing sores. Francis saw the man and was inwardly repelled. But he was somehow 

enabled to see the man as God saw him. This time, he was overcome with compass-

ion and rushed into the street, flung his arms around the man, and kissed him. He 

was showing the love of God. All too often, we prefer to look at people with physical 

eyes: we see the sores or the rags, the shifty eyes and the ability (or, more likely, 

the inability) to be like us. Then we judge. If we really want people to see God, we 

must learn to first see them as God would see them. Then and only then will they 

see God; and they see God in our reaction to them. This action is extremely visible. 

 And the third story starts with a well-known image: Francis preaching to the 

birds. The image of St Francis as a lover of nature and wildlife was built on this 

simple, romantic image. He did genuinely love wildlife and he did truly love nature, 

but this story has been inverted. Francis was could not stop speaking of God. But 

one particular day Francis had been in a town preaching about God and been 

turned away repeatedly. He went into the wilderness near Assisi because he was 

incapable of stopping; and he spoke to the birds. It’s not an image of naiveté but a 

man spitting with anger at the cold-heartedness he encountered and utterly un-

willing to stop speaking about God. Most of us would have given up long ago. In 

fact many of us have given up. God wants us to speak of His live and to love with 

the love we speak about. Telling God’s story requires us to love because He is love.  
 

It was a dark and stormy night. For the second time in a week, a lone traveller came 

across the moor, fighting against a strong, biting wind. Suddenly he saw a light on 

the horizon, remembered it was a monastery, and made for it. After dinner, the 

monks again settled down to their usual recreation. The first stood and shouted, 

‘Number 6!’ and everyone roared with laughter.  

 The man asked if he could have a go. He stood and shouted, ‘Number two!’ There 

was a moment of silence—incredulity almost—then laughter that went on and on. 

The man finally turned to the abbot. ‘That was a little OTT’ he said ‘What’s up?’ 

 ‘Well’ said the abbot, ‘We thought we knew that one, but the way you said it, we 
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realised we didn’t … and it was good!’ 

 Many, many of the people we meet think they know what Christianity is about. 

They think it is dull or irrelevant. Or maybe they don’t think about Christianity 

because it never occurs to them. It is our job to say the old, old story in such a way 

that it is new. Not only new, but relevant, interesting and of vital interest to them. 

To that end, we need to stop talking about the church as though it was merely a 

building. Invite people to meet with God. We must give people the welcome that 

comes from learning to see them as God sees them, with genuine love and warmth. 

So we must continue to tell people—anyone and everyone—about the love of God. 

 How do you tell the Christian story? 

The Creed 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

the source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

This is the faith of the Church. 

All This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
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Prayers of intercession 

Lord God: 

you alone are holy, 

you who work wonders! 

You are strong, you are great, 

you are the Most High, 

you are the almighty King, 

you, holy Father, King of heaven and earth. 

Lord God: you are Three and you are One, 

you are goodness, all goodness, 

you are the highest Good, 

Lord God, living and true. 

You are love and charity, you are wisdom, 

you are humility, you are patience, 

you are beauty, you are sweetness, 

you are safety, you are rest, you are joy, 

you are our hope 

and our delight, 

you are justice, you are moderation 

you are all our wealth 

and riches overflowing. 

You are beauty, you are gentleness, 

you are our shelter, our guard 

and our defender, 

you are strength, you are refreshment, 

you are our hope. 

you are our faith. 

you are our love, 

you are our complete consolation, 

you are our life everlasting, 

great and wonderful Lord, 

all powerful God, merciful Saviour! 

All Amen. 

I beg you, Lord, 

let the fiery, gentle power 

of your love 

take possession of my soul, 

and snatch it away 
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from everything under heaven, 

that I may die for love of your love 

as you saw fit to die 

for love of mine.  

All Amen. 

Merciful Father,  

All accept these prayers 

 for the sake of your Son, 

 our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

 Amen. 

The peace  

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the 

Prince of Peace.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you,  

All And also with you.  

HYMN 3  As the deer pants (click on this link to hear the hymn) 

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below 

The Dismissal 
The peace of God which passes all understanding,  

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God the Almighty,  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be with you now and remain with you always.  

All Amen. 

HYMN 4 For the beauty of the earth  (click on this link to hear the hymn) 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ.  

 Amen.  

https://youtu.be/peZudXt9faU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=olbOTeR0dlY
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E) 

The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise.   

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

And now we give thanks, most gracious God,  

surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses 

and glorified in the assembly of your saints. 

The glorious company of apostles praise you. 

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 

We, your holy Church, acclaim you. 

In communion with angels and archangels, 

and with all who served you on earth and worship you now in heaven, 

we raise our voice to proclaim your glory,  

for ever praising you and saying: 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All   Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.   

Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with Francis of Assisi and all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

All Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving. 
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All We do not presume 

to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in your manifold and great mercies. 

We are not worthy 

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 

But you are the same Lord 

whose nature is always to have mercy. 

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 

and to drink his blood, 

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 

and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

and that we may evermore dwell in him,  

and he in us.  

Amen. 

Communion is distributed.  

Prayer after Communion 
Lord God, 

you made your church rich 

through the poverty of blessèd Francis: 

help us like him not to trust in earthly things 

but to seek your heavenly gifts; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 

All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  

Amen. 


