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The Hunterston Brooch  
Celtic masterpiece found in Ayrshire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daig was the son of Cayrill and a disciple of St Finian. He was also called ‘Dagaeus’ and ‘Daganus’. He 

founded a monastery at Iniskeen, Ireland, and was consecrated a bishop. He was called ‘one of the 

Three Master Craftsman of Ireland.’ He died on this day in 586 AD.  

Sermon © Jo Monk.  

Liturgy © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.  

Bible readings © the publishers of the NRSV translation. 

Prayers of intercession © Faith and Worship. 

The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration appear at the end. 

All the hymns are hosted on YouTube. Please click on the links to hear them.  

To see service transcripts from previous weeks, please visit the page,   

http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm  

 

https://www.faithandworship.com/Celtic_Blessings_and_Prayers.htm#gsc.tab=0
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm
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Introduction and welcome 

HYMN 1 All creatures of our God and King  (click on this link to hear the hymn) 

The Welcome   
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit  

All Amen. 

The Lord be with you 

All And also with you. 

The Preparation 

All Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this:  

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.  

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

with all your soul, with all your mind,  

and with all your strength.’  

And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  

There is no other commandment greater than these.  

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

All Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love with all the saints in earth 

and heaven. Therefore, knowing our unworthiness and sin, let us confess our sins 

in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in 

love and peace with all. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d3gO6qDLNA
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All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry  

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us,  

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

The Gloria  

This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.  

All Glory be to God in Heaven, 

Songs of joy and peace we bring, 

Thankful hearts and voices raising, 

To creation’s Lord we sing. 

Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you, 

Glory be to God our King: 

Glory be to God our King. 

Lamb of God, who on our shoulders, 

Bore the load of this world’s sin; 

Only Son of God the Father, 

You have brought us peace within. 

Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, 

Now your glorious reign begin: 

Now your glorious reign begin. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l71MLQ22dIk
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You O Son of God are Holy, 

You we praise with one accord. 

None in heav’n or earth is like you, 

Only you are Christ the Lord. 

With the Father and the Spirit, 

Ever worshipped and adored: 

Ever worshipped and adored. 

The Collect for St Daig  
Everlasting God, 

whose servant Daig shared the good news wherever he went in Ireland: 

grant that we who commemorate his service 

may know the hope of the gospel in our hearts 

and manifest its light in all our ways; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

First reading   
A reading from the book of the Prophet Ezekiel  

I will show the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the 

nations, the name you have profaned among them. Then the nations will know that 

I am the Lord, declares the Sovereign Lord, when I am proved holy through you 

before their eyes. 

 For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and 

bring you back into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will 

be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. I will 

give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart 

of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you 

to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. Then you will live in the land I 

gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God. Ezekiel 38:23–28 

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 



Thursday 18 August 2022 5 St Daig 

 

 

Second reading   
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  

[Stephen said], ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, 

a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God 

did through him among you, as you yourselves know—this man, handed over to 

you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 

killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed 

him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For 

David says concerning him, 

“I saw the Lord always before me, 

 for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

 moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

 or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

You have made known to me the ways of life; 

 you will make me full of gladness with your presence.” 

‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he 

both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a 

prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one 

of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection 

of the Messiah, saying, 

“He was not abandoned to Hades, 

 nor did his flesh experience corruption.” 

‘This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore 

exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise 

of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear. For David did 

not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

“The Lord said to my Lord, 

‘Sit at my right hand, 

‘until I make your enemies your footstool’.” 

Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made 

him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’ Acts 2:22–36  

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 2 Amazing grace  (click on this link to hear the hymn) 

Gospel reading  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  

All Glory to you O Lord. 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a king 

who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who 

had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. 
 ‘Then he sent some more servants and said, “Tell those who have been invited 

that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, 

and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.” 
 ‘But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 

The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. The king was 

enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 
 ‘Then he said to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited 

did not deserve to come. So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet 

anyone you find.” So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the 

people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled 

with guests. 
 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was 

not wearing wedding clothes. He asked, “How did you get in here without wedding 

clothes, friend?” The man was speechless. 
 ‘Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him 

outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
 ‘For many are invited, but few are chosen.’ Matthew 22:1–14 

This is the Gospel of the Lord  

All Praise to you O Christ.  

Sermon  
Today’s Gospel is about God’s generosity. The parable tells of a heavenly wedding 

feast, to which everyone is invited. When the first guests on the list don’t turn up, 

the invitation is extended to everyone, without exception: ‘the servants went out 

into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the 

good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.’ 

Everyone is invited. Nobody is excluded. We are all welcome to enter God’s 

Kingdom. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDdvReNKKuk
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But it’s not quite as simple as that. We have a choice. The first guests to be invited 

chose not to come. The parable says they had a pretty nasty fate. I don’t want to 

dwell on that, as I don’t think stories of hell and damnation are helpful. Many cen-

turies of religious oppression have proved that frightening people into faith 

doesn’t really work.  

 The point I want to dwell on is that we do have a choice. We are all called to 

follow Jesus, but we are free to say ‘no.’  

 Let’s look at those who said ‘yes’ in the parable. They were invited into the 

wedding hall and offered new clothes for the celebrations. We need a bit of cultural 

history to understand the bit about the wedding clothes. It seems a bit harsh that 

a man who wasn’t wearing them was punished and thrown out. What’s that about? 

 In Jesus’ culture, the one hosting the wedding feast—in this case, the king—was 

expected to provide garments for the wedding guests. These wedding garments 

were simple robes that all attendees wore. In this way, rank or station was covered, 

so everyone at the feast could mingle as equals. Revelation 19:8 defines this sym-

bol: the wedding garment identifies the righteous, those who lived according to 

God's ways. ‘For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself 

ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.’ (And the words, ‘fine 

linen’ stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people’ see Revelation 19:7–8.) 

 The man who has chosen not to wear the wedding garment is therefore showing 

extreme disrespect for the king. The wording, ‘And he was speechless,’ indicates 

that he was acting without excuse. It was not just that he lacked a wedding gar-

ment: he was refusing to put one on. He wanted the honour of attending the 

wedding feast, but he wanted to do things his own way.  

 Again, the punishment seems a bit extreme, but the point of the story is that we 

can’t enter the kingdom of God and then carry-on doing things our own way. We 

have to change.  

 As St Paul says in Galatians Chapter 3: ‘You are all children of God through faith 

in Christ Jesus. And all who have been united with Christ in baptism have put on 

Christ, like putting on new clothes.’  

 It means that God’s invitation is for everyone. But not everyone chooses to res-

pond. And of those who do choose to respond, only those who are willing to follow 

God’s way are accepted. That’s why Jesus says at the end of today’s Gospel ‘Many 

are invited, but few are chosen.’ This shouldn’t discourage us. The choice of who 

gets into heaven isn’t arbitrary, God doesn’t just accept some and reject others out 

of hand. We are the ones who make the decision.  

 So, what is our decision today? 

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/31026/eVerseID/31026
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The Creed 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

the source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

This is the faith of the Church. 

All This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Prayers of intercession  

God to enfold me, 

God to surround me, 

God in my speaking, 

God in my thinking. 

God in my sleeping, 

God in my waking, 

God in my watching, 

God in my hoping. 

God in my life, 

God in my lips, 

God in my soul, 

God in my heart. 

God in my sufficing, 

God in my slumber, 

God in mine ever-living soul, 

God in mine eternity. Ancient Celtic oral traditions—Carmina Gadelica 
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May the blessing of light be on you—light without and light within.  

May the blessed sunlight shine on you like a great peat fire,  

so that stranger and friend may come and warm himself at it.  

And may light shine out of the two eyes of you,  

like a candle set in the window of a house,  

bidding the wanderer come in out of the storm. 

And may the blessing of the rain be on you,  

may it beat upon your Spirit and wash it fair and clean, 

and leave there a shining pool where the blue of Heaven shines,  

and sometimes a star.  

And may the blessing of the earth be on you,  

soft under your feet as you pass along the roads,  

soft under you as you lie out on it, tired at the end of day;  

and may it rest easy over you when, at last, you lie out under it.  

May it rest so lightly over you that your soul may be out from under it quickly;  

up and off and on its way to God.  

And now may the Lord bless you, and bless you kindly. Amen. Scottish Blessing 

Be ye our angel unawares 

If after Kirk ye bide a wee, 

There's some would like to speak to ye, 

If after Kirk ye rise and flee 

We' all seem cauld and still to ye. 

The one that's in the seat with ye 

Is stranger here than ye, maybe. 

All here have got their fears and cares, 

Add ye your soul unto our prayers, 

Be ye our angel unawares. Scottish Blessing 

Merciful Father,  

All accept these prayers 

 for the sake of your Son, 

 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The peace  

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the 

Prince of Peace.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you,  

All And also with you.  
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HYMN 3 Bless the Lord, my soul  (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below 

The Dismissal 

The peace of God which passes all understanding,  

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God the Almighty,  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be with you now and remain with you always.  

All Amen. 

HYMN 4  Bread of Heaven  (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3IC2XWBxktk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7IEwZQqh2o
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E) 

The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise.   

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

And now we give thanks, most gracious God,  

surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses 

and glorified in the assembly of your saints. 

The glorious company of apostles praise you. 

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 

We, your holy Church, acclaim you. 

In communion with angels and archangels, 

and with all who served you on earth and worship you now in heaven, 

we raise our voice to proclaim your glory,  

for ever praising you and saying: 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All   Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.   

Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with Daig and all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

All Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving. 
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All We do not presume 

to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in your manifold and great mercies. 

We are not worthy 

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 

But you are the same Lord 

whose nature is always to have mercy. 

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 

and to drink his blood, 

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 

and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

and that we may evermore dwell in him,  

and he in us.  

Amen. 

Communion is distributed.  

Prayer after Communion 
Holy Father, 

who gathered us here around the table of your Son 

to share this meal with the whole household of God: 

in that new world where you reveal 

the fullness of your peace, 

gather people of every race and language 

to share with Daig and all your saints 

in the eternal banquet of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 

All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  

Amen. 


