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The Eighth Sunday after Trinity
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Introduction and welcome
HYMN 1 Take time to be holy
Take time to be holy

(click to hear the hymn)
(different version)

The Welcome
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All
Amen.
The Lord be with you
All
And also with you.

The Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our
sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life.
Therefore, let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

The Gloria
This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.
All

Glory be to God in Heaven,
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,
To creation’s Lord we sing.
Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:
Glory be to God our King.
Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,
You have brought us peace within.
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Now your glorious reign begin:
Now your glorious reign begin.
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You O Son of God are Holy,
You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.
With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for the Eighth Sunday after Trinity
Almighty Lord and everlasting God,
we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern
both our hearts and bodies
in the ways of your laws
and the works of your commandments;
that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever,
we may be preserved in body and soul;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All
Amen.

First reading
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the teaching of our
God, you people of Gomorrah! What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says
the Lord; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I
do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats. When you come to
appear before me, who asked this from your hand? Trample my courts no more;
bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me. New moon and sabbath
and calling of convocation—I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. Your
new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden
to me, I am weary of bearing them. When you stretch out your hands, I will hide
my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your
hands are full of blood.
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Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from
before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed,
defend the orphan, plead for the widow. Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord:
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow; though they are red like
crimson, they shall become like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat
the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword;
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. Isaiah 1:1, 10–20
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.

Second reading
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed,
by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds
were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that
are not visible.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was
to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By
faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah
herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, ‘as
many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’ All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and
foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they
are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their
God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. Hebrews 11:1–3, 8–16
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.
HYMN 2 Tell out my soul (the Magnificat)
Tell out my soul (the Magnificat)

(click to hear the hymn)
(different version)
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Gospel reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
All
Glory to you O Lord.
Jesus said, ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near
and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door
for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit
down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. ‘But know this: if
the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would
not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man
is coming at an unexpected hour.’
Peter said, ‘Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for everyone?’ And the
Lord said, ‘Who then is the faithful and prudent manager whom his master will put
in charge of his slaves, to give them their allowance of food at the proper time?
Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at work when he arrives. Truly I
tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his possessions. But if that slave says
to himself, “My master is delayed in coming,” and if he begins to beat the other
slaves, men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk, the master of that
slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour that he does
not know, and will cut him in pieces, and put him with the unfaithful. That slave
who knew what his master wanted, but did not prepare himself or do what was
wanted, will receive a severe beating. But the one who did not know and did what
deserved a beating will receive a light beating. From everyone to whom much has
been given, much will be required; and from the one to whom much has been
entrusted, even more will be demanded.’ Luke 12:32–48
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
One reality of life is waiting; waiting for someone to show up, for something the next
episode in your favourite TV show, waiting for things to change. Another reality of
life is that some or even most of us can be a little inpatient and do not like waiting.
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We look for the shortest que at Tesco and small line at MacDonald’s drive through.
We become impatient, even angry, waiting for the doctor who is running 15 minutes
behind (all be it helping others) or the waiter who is slow with our drink. And just
think how we behave when our Wi-Fi is being slow and that next Tik-Toc video is not
loading! Lots of buttons are being pushed—the phones and ours.
Sometimes it seems like life is nothing more than waiting. As children we wait
for Christmas, the six weeks holidays, and to grow up. As adults we wait for just
the right job, that special someone who will make our life complete, a promotion,
retirement. Some people wait for the diagnosis, others for a cure. Some wait for
the day the pain will stop, and the grief will end. Others wait for the answer to their
prayers. Many of us wait for that day when we have enough time, enough money,
enough freedom, and the day when we will live happy ever after.
Many of us here in our church community wait for healing, reconciliation, and
the resolution of conflict. Sometimes it seems as if the world has waited from the
beginning of creation for peace, and the end of war, hunger, and poverty.
At some level waiting takes place every day. Each of us could name the things or
people (in my case my children) that we waited for today or yesterday. Sometimes
we live with the overwhelming feeling of waiting but with no clear idea of what we
are waiting for.
When I look at my waiting, I realise that I generally don’t wait in the present. I
either move into the past or into the future. The great tragedy is that in doing this
I lose the present moment, the now. That’s part of what makes waiting so painful
and difficult.
Waiting in the future most often brings fear and anxiety about what will happen.
We can be cursed by the unknown and the lack of control. Waiting in the past brings
sadness, anger, or guilt about things that have happened, or the things done and left
undone. As difficult as our present circumstances may be, that’s the only place
where we can ever be fully alive. It is the only place we can truly experience God.
When we move out of the present—either way, into the past or the future—we
not only postpone life; we deny life. We deny our resurrection. We desecrate the
sacrament of the present moment. We have refused the gift of God’s kingdom.
Everyone, everywhere, in every age waits. Jesus does not eliminate waiting. If
anything, it sounds like just the opposite. He tells the crowd, ‘Be like those waiting
for their master to return.’
Today’s gospel is not, however, simply about passing time. It is about presence
and being present. Jesus sees waiting as an act of faithfulness; the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
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So, we are mistaken if we think today’s gospel describes an absent God, a God who
left some time ago, for whom we wait. We are equally mistaken if we think we are
waiting for a God who lives out in the future.
Jesus is teaching us how and where to wait. He’s inviting us to be with to the One
who is already and always here. He’s inviting us to listen for the knock, to watch,
and to be alert. He’s inviting us to be present to the reality of God in each other, in
the world, and in ourselves. This is the God who is present in the ordinary
circumstances of our lives, even in our waiting.
We might be tempted to ask, ‘So where is God in all our waiting?’ But maybe the
better question is, ‘Where are we?’
I was driving up Manchester Rd with my friend, I don’t know if you have noticed
the homeless man, begging on the central reservation. ‘Quick wind up your window, he’s coming over.’ she said, I asked her ‘Where do you see Jesus today, where
is God in this situation?’ My very surprised passenger replied, ‘You mean to tell me,
He’s here today, with this homeless bloke in the middle of Werneth?!’
Jesus responds to our surprise saying, ‘Yes, yes, yes. I was here. I am here. I will
be here.’ So he says, ‘Be dressed for action. Something is going on right now. Right
here. And I want you to be a part of it. Come participate. For it is the Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. This is for you.’
‘Have your lamps lit,’ he says. ‘There is something to see. Move out of the darkness. Come into the light. See what is right in front of you, what is all around you,
and what is in within you. For the Father wants you to have the kingdom.’
‘Be alert,’ he commands. But this isn’t a threat of punishment. It’s an invitation
to be blessed. ‘Blessed are those whom he finds alert.’ Jesus is not just inviting us
to be awake, to be ready, and to be watchful. He is calling us to be fully alive and to
remain alive. Blessing and life are synonymous in God’s kingdom. It is as if Jesus is
saying to us, ‘Be alert, be blessed, and I will come and serve you. I will feed you the
bread of life. I will serve you the cup of salvation.’
All of this, Jesus says, happens at an unexpected hour. Like the crack of lightning
and rubble of thunder on a sunny day the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour. So, when is the unexpected hour? When will all this happen? Well, my guess
is that for most of us, maybe all of us, the most unexpected hour is today, right here,
right now.
The most unexpected hour is the hour spent in the hospital waiting room; the
hour sitting next to the phone waiting for news of a loved one; the hour praying
for a miracle; the hour in which we wait for clarity and a way forward; the hour
waiting for the grief to end and life to return to normal; the hour in which it seems
as if nothing is happening, life is not the way we want, and there is nowhere to go.
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‘You mean he was here today?!’ Yes … right here in the most unexpected hour
of your life. Live here, live now, live the Good News. Amen

The Creed
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
All We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers of intercession
Let us wait on the Lord in prayer.
Loving heavenly Lord, help us to learn the ways of waiting fruitfully on you, that
we may grow in faith and the conviction of things not yet seen. In particular we
pray …
Lord, hear us.
All
Lord, graciously hear us.
Loving heavenly Lord, help your Church to learn the ways of waiting on you, that
it may grow is holiness and obedience. In particular we pray …
Lord, hear us.
All
Lord, graciously hear us.
Loving heavenly Lord, help your world to learn the ways of waiting on you, discerning will for the growth of your Kingdom. In particular we pray …
Lord, hear us.
All
Lord, graciously hear us.
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Loving heavenly Lord, help your people to learn the ways of waiting on you, that
they may receive your Holy Spirit and its gifts and fruits. In particular we pray …
Lord, hear us.
All
Lord, graciously hear us.
Loving heavenly Lord, help the afflicted learn the ways of waiting on you, that they
may gain comfort and peace, love and release. In particular we pray …
Lord, hear us.
All
Lord, graciously hear us.
Merciful Father,
All
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The peace
Peace to you from God our heavenly Father.
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace.
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All
And also with you.
HYMN 3 Only by grace can we enter

(click on this link to hear the hymn)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below

The Dismissal
The peace of God which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God the Almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you now and remain with you always.
All
Amen.
HYMN 4 10,000 reasons
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All
In the name of Christ. Amen.

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, you made the world and love your creation.
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour.
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death.
And so we gladly thank you,
with saints and angels praising you, and saying,
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All

Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
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We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
Strengthen for service, Lord,
the hands that have taken holy things;
may the ears which have heard your word
be deaf to clamour and dispute;
may the tongues which have sung your praise be free from deceit;
may the eyes which have seen the tokens of your love
shine with the light of hope;
and may the bodies which have been fed with your body
be refreshed with the fullness of your life;
glory to you for ever.
All
Amen
All

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory. Amen.

