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The Welcome   
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit  

All Amen. 

The Lord be with you 

All And also with you. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

All He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

HYMN 1 Let our praise be to you as incense (click on this link to hear the hymn) 

The Preparation 

All Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this:  

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.  

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

with all your soul, with all your mind,  

and with all your strength.’  

And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  

There is no other commandment greater than these.  

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

All Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 

and confess our sins in penitence and faith, 

firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments  

and to live in love and peace with all. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0z4_uYTD24
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All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry  

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us,  

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

The Gloria  

This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.  

All Glory be to God in Heaven, 

Songs of joy and peace we bring, 

Thankful hearts and voices raising, 

To creation’s Lord we sing. 

Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you, 

Glory be to God our King: 

Glory be to God our King. 

Lamb of God, who on our shoulders, 

Bore the load of this world’s sin; 

Only Son of God the Father, 

You have brought us peace within. 

Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, 

Now your glorious reign begin: 

Now your glorious reign begin. 

about:blank
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You O Son of God are Holy, 

You we praise with one accord. 

None in heav’n or earth is like you, 

Only you are Christ the Lord. 

With the Father and the Spirit, 

Ever worshipped and adored: 

Ever worshipped and adored. 

The Collect for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 
O God the King of glory, 

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

First reading   
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we [Paul and Silas] met a slave 

girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money 

by fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, ‘These men 

are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.’ She kept 

doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the 

spirit, ‘I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’ And it came out 

that very hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was 

gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the 

authorities. When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, ‘These 

men are disturbing our city; they are Jews and are advocating customs that are not 

lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.’ The crowd joined in attacking them. 

The magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten 

with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison 

and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put 

them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.  



Sunday 29 May 2022 5 The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

  

 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 

prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent 

that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors 

were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up and 

saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, 

since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, 

‘Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.’ The jailer called for lights, and rushing 

in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and 

said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, 

and you will be saved, you and your household.’ They spoke the word of the Lord 

to him and to all who were in his house. At the same hour of the night he took them 

and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptised without 

delay. He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his 

entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. Acts 16:16–34 

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 

Second reading   
A reading from the Revelation of St John the Divine  

See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s 

work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 

end.’ Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the 

tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. Outside are the dogs and sorcerers 

and fornicators and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and 

practices falsehood. ‘It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for 

the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.’ 

The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’ And 

let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as 

a gift. I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone 

adds to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this book; if 

anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away 

that person’s share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in 

this book.  

 The one who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’ Amen. 

Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.   

Revelation 22:12–21 

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 2 Kyrie eleison  (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

Kyrie eleison  (Russian version) 

Kyrie eleison  (Plain chant) 

Kyrie eleison  (modern version) 

Gospel reading  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

All Glory to you O Lord. 

Jesus said, ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will 

believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in 

me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you 

have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may 

be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely 

one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even 

as you have loved me.  

 ‘Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where 

I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the 

foundation of the world. ‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know 

you; and these know that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and 

I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, 

and I in them.’ John 17:20–26 

This is the Gospel of the Lord  

All Praise to you O Christ.  

Sermon  
Jesus is praying to the Father. It is the night of the Last Supper. Jesus has shared a 

meal with his disciples, washed their feet, given them a new commandment to love 

as he loves, and told them of his leaving.  

 Now he prays. In today’s gospel we overhear a portion of his prayer to the Father. 

He prays for us. Three times he asks our Father that we would all become one as he 

and the Father are one. 

 If Jesus is praying for our oneness, then he is also recognising and rejecting the 

boundaries and differences that can so often divide us. There are divisions within 

us ourselves, our families, our churches, and our nations. We live in a world full of 

divisions—male or female; rich or poor; gay or straight; black or white; Christian 

or Muslim; conservative or labour; young or old; heaven or earth; divine or human; 

sinner or saved. Some are obvious and some are known to God alone. We could go 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8WdyJHLUgg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAZC4oe9VM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TufmraHIh14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDRkTKvM1aw
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on and on and on, listing the boundaries that are placed around us or we are placed 

in. They are not just divisions they have become oppositions. These divisions exist 

not only out there in the world but first and foremost in the human heart. We can 

sometimes project onto the world our fragmented lives. 

 For every boundary we establish there is a human being. Ultimately, boundaries 

and differences are not about issues. They are about real people, who have names, 

lives, families, joys, sorrows, fears and needs just like we do. I think we sometimes 

can forget this or simply chose to ignore or turn a blind eye to it. It is easier to deal 

with an issue than a real person. 

 Whether or not we admit it the boundaries we establish and enforce are usually 

done in such a way as to favour us; to make us feel ok, to reassure us that we are 

right and in control, chosen and desired, seen and recognised, approved of, and 

accepted. For me to win someone else must lose, for me to be included someone 

must be left out otherwise winning and being included mean nothing.  

 Society as a whole, often tries to deal with the boundaries and differences that 

divide us by writing agreements, treaties, or laws that govern how we will get 

along with each other and behave in the midst of our differences. But that is not 

Jesus’ prayer. 

 Jesus does not pray for our tolerance, our getting along, or just being nice to 

each other. He does not even pray that our differences would be eliminated. 

Instead, he prays for our oneness.  He prays that we would be one as he and the 

Father are one so that our oneness would be the revelation of God’s presence to 

the world. Oneness in the midst of difference becomes a sacramental presence of 

God’s life in the world. 

 That does not mean, however, that we lose our identity or individuality. Jesus 

does not stop being Jesus and the Father stop being the Father because they are 

one. Oneness is less about numbers and quantity and more about qualities. Jesus 

and the Father are one because they love and give themselves to each other. One-

ness is a quality of life—God’s life. Jesus’ prayer for oneness is ultimately that we 

would be and live like God. 

 Being one is not the same as being uniform or monochrome, oneness is not 

about eliminating differences. 

 It is about love. Love is the only thing that can ever overcomes division. Over 

and over Jesus tells us that. 

• Love God. 
• Love your neighbour. 
• Love yourself. 
• Love your enemy. 
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 Our love for God, neighbour, self, and enemy reveals our oneness, and the measure 

of our oneness, our God-likeness, is love. In love there may be differences but there 

is no division. 

 God’s love knows no boundaries. God loves male and female, rich and poor, gay 

and straight, black and white. God loves Christian and Muslim, Conservative and 

Labour, educated and uneducated. God loves young and old, heaven and earth, 

divine and human. God loves sinner and saved.  All are loved fully, completely, and 

uniquely as each needs. 

 God does not even draw boundaries between Jesus and us. If we think God loves 

Jesus more than anyone else, we have missed the point of the Gospel. God loves 

you the same as he loves Jesus. God loves your neighbour, the same as he loves 

Jesus. God loves your enemy, the same as he loves Jesus. If that is how God loves 

how can we do anything less and still call ourselves Christians? 

 For far too long we have dealt with each other through our boundaries, differences, 

and divisions. You only look at the world, read the newspaper, or watch the news. 

When we deal with others through our divisions we label, do violence, and hunker 

down to defend our position and convert them to ours. There is no oneness in that. 

 Jesus is praying to the Father, you and I will in part be the ones to answer Jesus’ 

prayer.  

 We answer his prayer every time we choose how to love, who to love, where to 

love. It is time we answer Jesus’ prayer and deal with one another in love. So, I 

wonder, who are the boundaries that await our love? 

The Creed 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

the source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

All We believe and trust in him. 
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This is the faith of the Church. 

All This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Prayers of intercession  

Let us pray to the Lord, who calls us to be one in him, and one with him. 

Lord, grant to your Church the unity that your son prayed for on our behalf. Bathe 

the Church in the fire and light of your glory and burn away the dross of our lives 

as we strive to be made one with you, and one with each other. Kindle in us your 

love that our lives may reflect your glory to the world and your light and life may 

be revealed to all people.  

Lord, set our hearts on fire with love for you  

All in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 We pray for the leaders of the nations, that they may serve with integrity and 

justice. May our leaders recognise that you are the ultimate source of their gifts, 

their positions and their power. And may they strive to prove worthy of the trust 

and confidence which has been placed in them. We praise you for the glories of 

nature, and the world that you have made which still holds so many wonders for 

those who take the time to look around them.  

Lord, set our hearts on fire with love for you  

All in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord, who has made us one community in Christ, may the glory of your presence 

transform our lives. When we feel discouraged or dispirited by events in our 

neighbourhood, may we all be suffused by your Holy Spirit and transformed by 

your grace. Help us to find the green shoots of regeneration, and then to water and 

weed them so they may come to fruition in your service.  

Lord, set our hearts on fire with love for you  

All in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord, we pray for all those who are weak or discouraged, ill or simply weary. We 

have confidence that you will support them and us all the day long of this troublous 

life, until the shadows lengthen, the evening comes, and our work in this busy 

world is done.  

Lord, set our hearts on fire with love for you  

All in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Lord, when the fever of life is over,  in your mercy grant us safe lodging, a holy rest, 

and peace at the last. We pray for all who have passed through death into life 

eternal and union with you. We pray through the grace of your son, Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you in glory.  

Lord, set our hearts on fire with love for you  

All in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Merciful Father,  

All accept these prayers 

 for the sake of your Son, 

 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The peace  
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  

‘Peace be with you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you,  

All And also with you.  

HYMN 3 Peace to you  (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

 Come Jesus, prince of peace (click on this link to hear the hymn) 

 Make me a channel of your peace (click here) 

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below 

The Dismissal 

HYMN 4 Lord, for the years  (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

 Lord, for the years  (more modern version) 

 Lord, for the years  (instrumental) 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding  

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and o his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God the Almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be among you now and remain with you always. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

All He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Suw9XBBzvDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UaWX-k11GWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JYV5Q0E2caE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cd14v0e1RWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkkYUEcN234
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sE-J9IRuOmU
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E) 

The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise.   

Father, you made the world and love your creation. 

You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 

His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 

And so we gladly thank you, 

with saints and angels praising you, and saying, 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All   Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.   

Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

All Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving. 
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All We do not presume 

to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in your manifold and great mercies. 

We are not worthy 

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 

But you are the same Lord 

whose nature is always to have mercy. 

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 

and to drink his blood, 

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 

and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

and that we may evermore dwell in him,  

and he in us.  

Amen. 

Communion is distributed.  

Prayer after Communion 
Eternal God, giver of love and power, 

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 

to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 

confirm us in this mission, 

and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 

All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work 

to your praise and glory.  

Amen. 


