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The Third Sunday of Easter

Sermon and prayers of intercession © Revd Dr Paul Monk.
Liturgy © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.
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The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration appear at the end.
The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over each link, press Ctrl
and then return.
To see service transcripts from previous weeks, please visit the page,
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm
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The Welcome
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All
Amen.
The Lord be with you
All
And also with you.
Alleluia, Christ is risen!
All
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
HYMN 1 Jesus lives!

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

The Gloria
This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.
All

Glory be to God in Heaven,
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,
To creation’s Lord we sing.
Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:
Glory be to God our King.
Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,
You have brought us peace within.
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Now your glorious reign begin:
Now your glorious reign begin.
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You O Son of God are Holy,
You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.
With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for the Third Sunday of Easter
Almighty Father,
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples
with the sight of the risen Lord:
give us such knowledge of his presence with us,
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All
Amen.

First reading
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Saul was breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord and went
to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that
if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus,
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard
a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are
you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ The men who were traveling
with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got
up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they
led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, ‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and
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go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’ But
Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he
has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief
priests to bind all who invoke your name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is
an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and
before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the
sake of my name.’ So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul
and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored.
Then he got up and was baptised. After taking some food, he regained his strength.
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began
to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ Acts 9:1–20
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.

Second reading
A reading from Revelation of St John the Divine
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and
the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, singing with full voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb that was
slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and
glory and blessing!’ Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under
the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, ‘To the one seated on the
throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honour and glory and might forever and
ever!’ And the four living creatures said, ‘Amen!’ And the elders fell down and
worshiped. Revelation 5:11–14
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.
HYMN 2 Here is love, vast as the ocean
(click on this link to hear the hymn)
Isn’t he beautiful
(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

Gospel reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
All
Glory to you O Lord.
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After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias;
and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter,
Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two
others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to
him, ‘We will go with you.’ They went out and got into the boat, but that night they
caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did
not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’
They answered him, ‘No.’ He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat,
and you will find some.’ So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in
because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is
the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for
he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat,
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred
yards off. When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it,
and bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ So
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred
fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said
to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now none of the disciples dared to ask him,
‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread
and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that
Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John,
do you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love
you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son
of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus
said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do
you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love
me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger,
you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you
grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt
around you and take you where you do not wish to go.’ (He said this to indicate the
kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’
John 21:1–19
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon
These three readings each describe an encounter with the risen Lord Jesus. Each
implies a ‘before’ and an ‘after’. In the first reading, Saul starts by breathing threats.
Jesus then appears to him in a vision, he becomes a disciple, and is baptised to
demonstrate his desire for new life. The story in today’s Gospel starts soon after
the Resurrection. Having gone back to their old profession of fishing, the disciples
meet the risen Jesus who first forgives, then reinstates them. Their eating together
has a distinctly eucharistic feel as if he’s suggesting they remember him each time
they eat and drink. And, again, there is a crossing of water (from boat to shore)
which again implies baptism. And in the middle reading, we imply a different
transition: it describes a scene of worship in heaven, so it’s showing believers who
have passed from life on earth to life in heaven, and this time have been washed
by death. Their appearance in heaven is a reward for their having navigated their
own transitions of faith while here on earth. No doubt, they too will have encountered Jesus, been baptised, and so on.
All three readings involve meeting with Jesus; all three involve death; all three
involve a transition; all three describe worship, new life, discipleship, and God. And
all three involve conversion as a consequence. Viewed through this lens, then,
today’s three readings seek to equate conversion with its subtext of repentance
and acceptance of forgiveness, with the sacraments as a means of remembering,
and death. If we are to knit these three themes together, the best way is to say that
true discipleship—discipleship that genuinely fits into this New Testament template—entails a commitment so radical that the person we used to be has, in effect,
died and we have become a wholly new creation. To ensure that our committing
does indeed lead to eternal life, it is repeated often in sacramental ways.
Today’s readings explore this transition and describe its component parts. What
do they say? The first suggests that true disciples will employ anything and everything to enhance their discipleship. They look through the everyday in order to see
God. We give the word ‘sacramental’ to that mindset. The disciples in the Gospel
ate fish and crossed water. The reading from Revelation suggests that worship is
not about us and how we feel but about God Himself. And reading from Acts
suggests that Saul saw the life of Jesus in the people he persecuted.
Secondly, these readings demand a response. The risen Lord confronts Saul and,
in all probability, he thinks he is being inaugurated as a prophet (in context, the
start of the account is almost identical to the call of Isaiah, Ezekiel, and so on). Saul
capitulates and becomes a disciple. On the shoreline, Jesus tells the disciples to
feed, comfort, and love, and history shows they did. The saints in Heaven worship
loudly. Jesus himself summarises all these responses when, at the end of today’s
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Gospel, he says ‘Follow me.’ All our responses that demonstrate a desire for true
discipleship involve following the risen Lord, so we must also divest, change,
comfort to be more like him. There may be a sacramental aspect to that following
such as baptism: that’s why ‘Saul’ takes a new Christian name and becomes ‘Paul’.
The third response is riskier still. It involves making amends for the past, which
usually looks suspiciously like the opposite of what we did before becoming a
disciple. St Paul builds up the Church as opposed to the holocaust he attempted
before. Peter denied Jesus just before the crucifixion and must now proclaim him.
The saints in heaven worship endlessly. This third aspect of discipleship therefore
requires both courage and self-knowledge. How can we make amends for our past
if we deny we ever had one?
We respond to the risen Jesus. We must pass from spiritual death to spiritual
life as Saul, the disciples, and the saints in heaven did. That transition will mean
using anything to hand to grow in faith. It will mean proclaiming the faith—no one
grows faster than the person who speaks of their faith to others. And it will involve
repairing our past to put in its place a Christian present.

The Creed
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
All We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Prayers of intercession
Thank you for the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour. Help us to respond, that
we become the people you want us to be.
Lord, hear us.
All
Lord, gracious hear us.
We pray for your Church. Help it become the powerhouse of worship and renewal
you want it to be. To that end, please inspire the Church to witness and love. Helps
us, its members, to work together and become the Body of Christ here on earth.
Lord, hear us.
All
Lord, gracious hear us.
We pray for ourselves and our friends, family, neighbours, colleagues … all the
people we know. Give us the courage to listen to love them.
Lord, hear us.
All
Lord, gracious hear us.
We pray for the world, asking that your Kingdom come here on earth as it is in
heaven. We pray for places of warfare—including those no longer in the news. We
pray for those fighting climate change. We pray for those fighting disease and disinformation. Those fighting crime and political corruption.
Lord, hear us.
All
Lord, gracious hear us.
We pray for those in need especially those fighting against the claims of love that
Jesus places before us all; those responding to God and finding it difficult to leave
behind the claims of their past lives; and all those countless others for whom the
love of God seems distant.
Lord, hear us.
All
Lord, gracious hear us.
We pray for those who’ve died in the faith and now worship continually in heaven.
We pray for those who died this past night; whose who died alone; those whose
year’s mind occur at this time. We pray for those who miss them, mourn, and grieve.
Lord, hear us.
All
Lord, gracious hear us.
Merciful Father,
All
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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The peace
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,
‘Peace be with you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.
Alleluia.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All
And also with you.
HYMN 3 Lift high the cross!

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below
HYMN 4 Love divine, all loves excelling

(click on this link to hear the hymn)

The Dismissal
God the Father,
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead,
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.
All
Amen.
God the Son,
who in bursting the grave has won a glorious victory,
give you joy as you share the Easter faith.
All
Amen.
God the Holy Spirit,
whom the risen Lord breathed into his disciples,
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.
All
Amen.
And the blessing of God the Almighty:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you now and remain with you always.
All
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All
In the name of Christ. Amen.
Alleluia, Christ is risen!
All
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, you made the world and love your creation.
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour.
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death.
And so we gladly thank you,
with saints and angels praising you, and saying,
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All

Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
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We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us.
Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
Living God,
your Son made himself known to his disciples
in the breaking of bread:
open the eyes of our faith,
that we may see him in all his redeeming work;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
All
Amen
All

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

