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St Clement of Rome

Clement was active as an elder in the Church in Rome towards the end of the first century. He was
said to have been a disciple of the apostles. He wrote an epistle to the Corinthians which witnessed
to ministry in the Church and concerned their authority and duties. That letter clearly showed the
authority of one senior presbyter intervening in a conflict in another Church and is full of valuable
information about the history of the developing Church and its ministry at this time.
Clement’s rather hierarchical view of Church order set a future pattern for episcopal practice and
ministry. He seems to have been president of a council of presbyters which governed the Church in
Rome and his letters are clearly written on their behalf.
A fourth-century document suggests he was exiled to the Crimea where he was then put to death
by being thrown into the sea with an anchor around his neck.
Sermon © Rosie Kingham.
Liturgy and prayers of intercession © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.
Bible readings © the publishers of the NRSV translation.
The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration appear at the end.
The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over each link, press Ctrl
and then return.
To see service transcripts from previous weeks, please visit the page,
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm
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Introduction and welcome
HYMN 1 For all the saints

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The Welcome
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All
Amen.
The Lord be with you
All
And also with you.

The Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love with all the saints in earth
and heaven. Therefore, knowing our unworthiness and sin, let us confess our sins
in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in
love and peace with all.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

The Gloria
This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.
All

Glory be to God in Heaven,
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,
To creation’s Lord we sing.
Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:
Glory be to God our King.
Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,
You have brought us peace within.
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
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Now your glorious reign begin:
Now your glorious reign begin.
You O Son of God are Holy,
You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.
With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for St Clement
Creator and Father of eternity,
whose martyr Clement bore witness with his blood
to the love he proclaimed and the gospel that he preached:
give us thankful hearts as we celebrate your faithfulness
revealed to us in the lives of your saints
and strengthen us in our pilgrimage as we follow your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All
Amen.

First reading
A reading from the book of Proverbs
A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. The tongue of
the wise dispenses knowledge, but the mouths of fools pour out folly. The eyes of
the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. A gentle tongue
is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit. Proverbs 15:1–4
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.

Second reading
A reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Philippians
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to
the example you have in us. For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have
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often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is destruction;
their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on
earthly things.
But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation that
it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him
to make all things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I
love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask
you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside
me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers,
whose names are in the book of life. Philippians 3:17—4:3
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.
HYMN 2 Kyrie Eleison (‘Lord have mercy’)

(click on this link to hear the hymn)

Gospel reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
All
Glory to you O Lord.
Jesus noticed how the guests chose the places of honour, so he told them a parable.
‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the
place of honour, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by
your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, “Give
this person your place,” and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest
place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when
your host comes, he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be
honoured in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.’
Luke 14:7–11
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon
Clement of Rome, or Pope Clement 1, was an elder/bishop in Rome during the last
half of the first century. We do not know a lot about him: we do know that he was
the fourth Bishop of Rome (after St Peter, Linus and Cletus) and that he wrote a
letter on behalf of the church of Rome to the church of Corinth, around A.D. 95. He
was probably ordained by St Peter. We also know that he died in Greece during the
reign of the Roman emperor Trajan. The tradition is that Clement was banished
from Rome and was set to work in a stone quarry. Finding on his arrival that the
prisoners were suffering from lack of water, he knelt down in prayer. Looking up,
he saw a lamb on a hill, went to where the lamb had stood and struck the ground
with his pickaxe, releasing a gushing stream of clear water. This miracle resulted
in the conversion of large numbers of the local pagans and his fellow prisoners to
Christianity. As punishment, Clement was martyred by being tied to an anchor and
thrown from a boat into the Black Sea. He is the patron saint of marble-workers,
mariners and tanners.
Clement of Rome's letter to the Corinthians is a beautiful letter, which tells us a
lot about the divided early church and contains inspiration and exhortations to
abandon the divisions caused by pride and live in a Christlike manner. He speaks of
Christ’s love for us, and the love and compassion and humility we should have
towards others.
And really, don’t we still need this advice today? The Christian church is still
divided, various branches still think their way of worshipping is better than any
other, people still act without compassion towards each other. Indeed, we have
less excuse than the early church at Corinth because we have been told and shown
this many more times than they have!
So why don’t we do it? I suppose the answer is that it’s hard. It’s human nature to
want to be right, to think that we are more important than anyone else, that our way
is best. However, like St Clement, and all the saints, we are sanctified, made holy, by
baptism and faith, by the grace of God and in the love of Christ. We have been given
the Holy Spirit to sustain and encourage us in our work for the Kingdom. So we
should all strive, through prayer and worship, to be like St Clement. Not martyrs (I
hope) but spending our life, our work and our worship to the greater glory of God.
As we approach Advent, we should look to making our hearts ready to receive
the Christ-child, so here is a passage from Clement’s letter to the Corinthians – I
hope it inspires and comforts you as it did me.
‘Let our whole body, then, be preserved in Christ Jesus; and let everyone be
subject to his neighbour, according to the special gift bestowed upon him. Let the
strong not despise the weak, and let the weak show respect unto the strong. Let the
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rich man provide for the wants of the poor; and let the poor man bless God, because
He hath given him one by whom his need may be supplied. Let the wise man
display his wisdom, not by words, but through good deeds. Let the humble not bear
testimony to himself, but leave witness to be borne to him by another. Let him that
is pure in the flesh not grow proud of it, and boast, knowing that it was another
who bestowed on him the gift of continence. Let us consider, then, brethren, of what
matter we were made, who and what manner of beings we came into the world, as
it were out of a sepulchre, and from utter darkness. He who made us and fashioned
us, having prepared His bountiful gifts for us before we were born, introduced us
into His world. Since, therefore, we receive all these things from Him, we ought for
everything to give Him thanks; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.’

The Creed
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
All We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of intercession
Loving heavenly Lord, help us to follow the real Jesus. Give us the courage to leave
behind all the many, many imposter Jesuses.
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Lord in your mercy
All
Hear our prayer.
Loving Heavenly Lord, help your Church to reflect you. Help us to put aside compromise with the world and return to you everything that is properly yours.
Lord in your mercy
All
Hear our prayer.
Loving Heavenly Lord, help the world to stop worshipping itself and to transfer its
worship to you. We pray for those who, like Caesar long ago, who take the glory
that is yours.
Lord in your mercy
All
Hear our prayer.
Loving heavenly Lord, we pray for those who are poorly, whether in body, mind,
or spirit. We pray especially for those whose healing requires a readjustment of
life: show them how to turn to you.
Lord in your mercy
All
Hear our prayer.
Loving heavenly Lord, we pray for those who have today passed from this world
and into the next. We pray for their families, friends and all you mourn them.
Lord in your mercy
All
Hear our prayer.
Merciful Father,
All
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The peace
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the
Prince of Peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All
And also with you.
HYMN 3 When the saints go marching in

(click on this link to hear the hymn)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below
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The Dismissal
May Christ who makes saints of sinners,
who has transformed those we remember today,
raise and strengthen you that you may transform the world;
and the blessing of God the Almighty:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you now and remain with you always.
All
Amen.
HYMN 4 Holy Spirit come to us
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All
In the name of Christ. Amen.

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
And now we give thanks, most gracious God,
surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses
and glorified in the assembly of your saints.
The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
We, your holy Church, acclaim you.
In communion with angels and archangels,
and with all who served you on earth and worship you now in heaven,
we raise our voice to proclaim your glory,
for ever praising you and saying:
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with Clement and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All
Amen.

Tuesday 23 November 2021

12

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

St Clement of Rome
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We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us.
Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
God our Redeemer,
whose Church was strengthened
by the blood of your martyr Clement:
so bind us, in life and death, to Christ's sacrifice
that our lives, broken and offered with his,
may carry his death and proclaim his resurrection in the world;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen
All

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

