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Thursday 1 April 2021 

The Liturgy of the Passion comprises two services: Maundy Thursday and Good 

Friday, usually with a vigil (or vigils) between. That’s why the Maundy Thursday 

series does not close with a blessing. We must wait till the end of the Good Friday 

service for that.  

We strip the altar at the end of the Maundy Thursday service and read aloud a 

metrical version of Lamentations. 

Traditionally we leave the Maundy Thursday service in silence or remain in the 

Church for a vigil. The vigil lasts until Midnight which is traditionally the time Jesus 

was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, ‘Could you not wait with me …?’ 

The English word Maundy comes from the Latin word mandatum. At the Last 

Supper Jesus washed his disciples’ feet and gave them his New Commandment in 

response to their alarm and horror at his doing such a menial task. In Latin, he said, 

‘Mandatum novum do vobis … (‘A new commandment I give you …), see John 13:34. 

So ‘Maundy’ derives from the first word of the New Commandment.  

• The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration 

have been included at the end rather than in situ because many following the 

service will be in isolation and unable to celebrate the sacrament. 

• The hymns are Youtube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over 

each link, press Ctrl and then return. 

• To see service transcripts from previous weeks, please visit the page,   

http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm   

Maundy Thursday  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations+1&version=NRSV
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm
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The Welcome   

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit  

All Amen. 

The Lord be with you 

All And also with you. 

HYMN 1 God forgave my name in Jesus’ name (click here to to hear the hymn) 

The Preparation 

All Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this:  

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.  

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

with all your soul, with all your mind,  

and with all your strength.’  

And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  

There is no other commandment greater than these.  

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

All Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ says:  

‘If you love me, keep my commandments.  

Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.’ 

Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love: 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mo3MGpcBC5M
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All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us,  

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name.  

Amen. 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

There is no Gloria during Lent  

The Collect for Maundy Thursday  

Let us pray that we may love one another as Christ has loved us: 

God our Father,  

you have invited us to share in the supper  

which your Son gave to his Church  

to proclaim his death until he comes:  

may he nourish us by his presence,  

and unite us in his love;  

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
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First reading   
A reading from the Book of Moses called Exodus  

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for 

you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the 

whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb 

for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole 

lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided 

in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.  

 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your 

staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the Lord. For 

I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of 

Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you 

on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 

plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.  

 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 

festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 

ordinance. Exodus 12:1–4, 11–14 

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 

Second reading   
A reading from First Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on 

the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in remem-

brance of me.’  

 In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For 

as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:23–26 

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 

HYMN 2 The servant song (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsBCCz3Y7_w
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Gospel reading  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  

All Glory to you O Lord. 

Before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 

from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, 

he loved them to the end.  
 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray 

him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 

hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table,  

took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into 

a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that 

was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going 

to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later 

you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus replied, 

‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not 

my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed 

does not need to wash, except for the feet,  but is entirely clean. And you are clean, 

though not all of you.’ He knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not 

all of you are clean.’   

 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, 

he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 

Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an 

example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants  

are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 

them.  
 ‘If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  When he had gone 

out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified 

in him. If God has been glorified in him,  God will also glorify him in himself and 

will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will 

look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you 

cannot come.” I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 

have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ John 13:1–17, 31b–35 

This is the Gospel of the Lord  

All Praise to you O Christ.  
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Sermon 

The first of our readings, from Exodus, describes the institution of the Passover—

the Jewish festival, going back to the Israelites’ time as slaves in Egypt—that Jesus 

and his disciples celebrated as their Last Supper in the upper room on that first 

Maundy Thursday evening. Paul recalls it in our second reading, in his first letter 

to the Corinthians.  

 Today’s gospel reading does not record the origins of the sacrament of the Euch-

arist as the other gospels do. Uniquely, John chooses to focus on another incident 

that occurred during the meal, and perhaps there is an allusion here to the other 

universally accepted sacrament: baptism. 

 At the Last Supper, Jesus removes his outer of robe, ties a towel around his waist 

and, to their horror, washes the disciples’ feet. This was the most menial of tasks, 

performed by servants or slaves. It certainly wasn’t the sanitised version practiced 

in modern re-enactments—but real service, washing sweaty, dusty feet. 

 Jesus explains to his astounded, and almost outraged, disciples that he is illus-

trating something: ‘I have set you an example that you also should do as I have done 

to you’. Knowing their tendency to misunderstand him he goes on to anchor this 

specific example to a universal rule ‘I give you a new commandment, that you love 

one another just as I have loved you …’ But it’s surely no accident that Jesus 

chooses to use water, and cleansing to illustrate his point. He was the master of the 

practical example, but he also had a gift for choosing the most telling one. 

 When we become Christians, our baptism into Christ cleanses us of the general 

sin that spoils our fallen world. We go down into the water (either totally imm-

ersed or symbolically splashed!) just as Jesus will go down into the tomb on Good 

Friday. But then … we rise again with him, cleansed by the power of his death and 

resurrection that together triumph over sin.  

 On this, the last night before he died, Jesus used not one but two vivid illus-

trations: the bread and wine of our Holy Communion, foreshadowing his death; 

and the foot washing, a parable in action reminding his disciples of the cleansing 

power of baptism and giving them a mandate to care, as he did, by serving others 

humbly, lovingly and unconditionally. 

 Later, Jesus promises, they will understand. After the events of the next three 

days, they would indeed understand—that his love for people, his care, his com-

passion, reached far beyond washing their feet. The ultimate practical example 

was his death, for us, on the cross: his blood would wash away our sins. 

 How can we love others as Jesus loved us? How can we show people that we are 

his disciples? It begins in the Church, just as it began in the group around Jesus and 

later the community round John. If the world sees the Church embroiled in argu-



Thursday 1 April 2021 7 Maundy Thursday 
 

Liturgy and prayers of intercession © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.  
Bible readings © The publishers of the NRSV translation 
Sermon © Revd Jane Hyde 

ments about (for example) how we worship, and ungracious squabbles about who 

can and cannot be married in God’s eyes, what kind of image does that portray of 

Jesus? To identify ourselves as his disciples takes more than baptism and taking 

bread and wine together at Holy Communion. It takes a readiness to listen to others 

and to celebrate difference as an ‘Inclusive Church’ welcoming all. That takes 

genuine humility. Jesus washed the feet of all the disciples: the beloved disciple … 

the headstrong Peter … even Judas! 

 The commandment to love was not new, since it was already a part of Jewish 

religious practice: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ What was new about the 

commandment Jesus gave us was the reference to himself as our pattern and 

example … and the reason for following it: so that others would clearly see that we 

are his disciples.  

 We are called to love others in imitation of Christ’s love for us … self-giving, and 

not clinging to our dignity. And this love is practical, active, not sentimental. Affec-

tion cannot be commanded, but loving service can. We are not commanded to like 

everyone we meet, but we are commanded to serve them, to see their needs, in the 

name of Jesus: so that others may see the love of Christ in all we say and do, and 

may come to love him too. Amen.  

Prayers of intercession 
In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father  

through Christ the Saviour of the world. 

Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, 

your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet. 

We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service. 

Lord, hear us: 

All and humble us. 

On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one.  

We pray for the unity of your Church. 

Lord, hear us: 

All and unite us. 

On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his disciples’ message. 

We pray for the mission of your Church.  

Lord, hear us:  

All and renew our zeal. 
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On this night, he commanded his disciples to love, 

but suffered rejection himself. 

We pray for the rejected and unloved. 

Lord, hear us: 

All and fill us with your love. 

On this night, he reminded his disciples 

that if the world hated them it hated him first. 

We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith. 

Lord, hear us: 

All and give us your peace. 

On this night, he accepted the cup of death 

and looked forward to the new wine of the kingdom. 

We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ. 

Lord, hear us: 

All and welcome all your children into paradise. 

Leader Merciful Father, 

All accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

The peace  
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’ 

The peace of the Lord be always with you: 

All And also with you. 

HYMN 3 I am the bread of life  (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below 

HYMN 4 Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us (click here to hear the hymn) 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvD0XJzOWQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekVLG-p8Xsc


Thursday 1 April 2021 9 Maundy Thursday 
 

Liturgy and prayers of intercession © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.  
Bible readings © The publishers of the NRSV translation 
Sermon © Revd Jane Hyde 

Stripping of the altar  

The altar is stripped and a bare cross placed against it. This metrical version of 

Lamentations is read aloud at the same time. 

How lonely sits the city that once was full of people! 

How like a widow she has become, she that was great among the nations! 

She weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on her cheeks; 

among all her lovers she has no one to comfort her. 

R Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God! 

The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to the festivals; 

all her gates are desolate, her priests groan; 

her young girls grieve, and her lot is bitter. 

Her children have gone away, captives before the foe. 

Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? 

Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow. 

R Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God! 

From on high he sent fire; it went deep into my bones; 

he spread a net for my feet; he turned me back; 

he has left me stunned, faint all day long. 

For these things I weep; my eyes flow with tears; 

for a comforter is far from me, one to revive my courage; 

my children are desolate, for the enemy has prevailed. 

R Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God! 

All who pass along the way clap their hands at you; 

they hiss and wag their heads at daughter Jerusalem; 

‘Is this the city that was called the perfection of beauty, the joy of all the earth?’ 

The thought of my affliction and my homelessness is wormwood and gall! 

R Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God! 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him.’ 

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. 

R Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God! 
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It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. 

It is good for one to bear the yoke in youth, 

to sit alone in silence when the Lord has imposed it, 

to put one’s mouth to the dust there may yet be hope), 

to give one’s cheek to the smiter, and be filled with insults. 

For the Lord will not reject forever.  Based on Lamentations 

R Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God!  

A cross is placed on or against the altar.  

The Dismissal 

When the disciples had sung a hymn they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

Jesus prayed to the Father, ‘If it is possible, take this cup of suffering from me’.  

He said to his disciples, ‘How is it that you were not able to keep watch with me  

for one hour? The hour has come for the Son of Man to be handed over to the power  

of sinners.’ Christ was obedient unto death. Go in his peace.  

All Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E) 

The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise.   

It is truly right to give you thanks, 

it is fitting to give you glory, 

Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For on this night he girded himself with a towel 

and taking the form of a servant 

washed the feet of his disciples. 

He gave us a new commandment 

that we should love one another as he has loved us. 

Knowing that his hour had come, 

in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples 

to be a memorial of his passion, 

that we might proclaim his death until he comes again, 

and feast with him in his kingdom. 

Therefore earth unites with heaven 

to sing a new song of praise; 

we too join with angels and archangels 

as they proclaim your glory without end:  

 All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

 God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All   Christ has died:     

Christ is risen:    

Christ will come again.   

Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with St Barnabas and all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

All Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving. 
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All We do not presume 

to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in your manifold and great mercies. 

We are not worthy 

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 

But you are the same Lord 

whose nature is always to have mercy. 

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 

and to drink his blood, 

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 

and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

and that we may evermore dwell in him,  

and he in us. Amen. 

Communion is distributed.  

Prayer after Communion 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament 

you have given us the memorial of your passion: 

grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries 

of your body and blood 

that we may know within ourselves 

and show forth in our lives 

the fruit of your redemption, 

for you are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

 All Amen 

All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out 

in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work 

to your praise and glory. Amen. 


