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Leo the Great became pope in the year 440
and twice proved his bravery in saving the
citizens of Rome from the invading barbar-
ians.

He was an unrivalled administrator and
used the resources of the Church for the
good of the people.

Leo was a gentle and eloquent preacher,
using simple gospel texts to teach the
Christian faith.

He was also wise so, rather than cause
confusion by entering into the popular
theological controversies of the day, Leo
spoke simply about the humility of Christ who
was divine and human in his compassion and
uniting biblical images in prayer rather than
dividing in debate.

Leo died on this day in 461.

e All the Bible readings come from the New Revised Standard Version.

e The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration

have been included at the end rather than in situ because many following the

service will be in isolation and unable to celebrate the sacrament.

e The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over

each link, press Ctrl and then return.

Liturgy and prayers of intercession © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.
Bible readings © the publishers of the NRSV translation.

Sermon © Revd Dr Paul Monk.
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Introduction and welcome

HYMN 1 Jesus is Lord! (please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The Welcome

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All Amen.

The Lord be with you
All  And also with you.

The Preparation

All  Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

The first commandment is this:

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,

and with all your strength.’

And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’

There is no other commandment greater than these.

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All  Amen. Lord, have mercy.

Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love with all the saints in earth
and heaven. Therefore, knowing our unworthiness and sin, let us confess our sins
in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in
love and peace with all.
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All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

The Gloria

This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.

All  Glory be to God in Heaven,
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,
To creation’s Lord we sing.
Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:
Glory be to God our King.

Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,

You have brought us peace within.
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Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Now your glorious reign begin:
Now your glorious reign begin.

You O Son of God are Holy,

You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’'n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.

With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for St Leo
God our Father,

who made your servant Leo strong in the defence of the faith:

fill your Church with the spirit of truth

that, guided by humility and governed by love,
she may prevail against the powers of evil;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

All  Amen.

First reading
A reading from the book of the Prophet Malachi

St Leo the Great

My covenant with him was a covenant of life and well-being, which I gave him; this

called for reverence, and he revered me and stood in awe of my name. True in-

struction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He walked with

me in integrity and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. For the lips of

a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his

mouth, for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts. Malachi 2:5-7

This is the Word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

Second reading

A reading from the First letter of Saint Peter
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Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one who
shares in the glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you to tend the flock
of God that is in your charge, exercising the oversight, not under compulsion but
willingly, as God would have you do it—not for sordid gain but eagerly. Do not lord
it over those in your charge but be examples to the flock. And when the chief
shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that never fades away. In the
same way, you who are younger must accept the authority of the elders. And all of
you must clothe yourselves with humility in your dealings with one another, for
‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt
you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline
yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around,
looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that
your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of
suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen,
and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. 1 Peter 5:1-11

This is the Word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

HYMN 2 Nunc dimittis (please click on this link to hear the hymn)

Gospel reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All  Glory to you O Lord.

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who
do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist,
but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them,
‘But who do you say that [ am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.’

Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed
in heaven.’ Matthew 16:13-19
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This is the Gospel of the Lord
All  Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
Our Gospel passage includes Jesus’ giving Simon (Cephas) a nickname. He's saying
there is something so solid and immovable in Simon’s nature that it reminds him
of a solid stone. He’s dependable and unmoving. He’s permanent and he’s strong.
There are many types of rock. The softest rock, talc, which is softer than paper.
Flint is harder than many forms of steel. Granite is almost impervious to all forms
of chemical attack but chalk dissolves readily in acids, even weak acid like rain.
Differing aspects of Peter’s character illustrate each of these types of rock—the
weaker sides tend to occur before the crucifixion and the stronger forms after
Pentecost. But there is one form of rock that seems to say everything about Peter:
Blackpool rock.
Blackpool rock is made in such a way
that it carries a name through its entire
length. Wherever we snap it or bite into ‘
such a stick of rock, we see the same
word or name. In Peter’s case, that
name is ‘Jesus’. It's because ‘Jesus’
occupies every part of Peter’s life
that Jesus praises Him. Jesus 40014.0
builds His Church on Peter -
because Jesus goes all the _oaY €L A
way through him. Jesus builds

his Church on them because they build their lives on him.

Christians reading this passage are sometimes encouraged to see Peter as some-
how being unique. He was a one off and therefore Jesus builds his Church on this
one individual. That’s not what today’s Gospel passage is saying. Jesus would have
used Simon’s real name rather than a nickname if he was narrowing his meaning
into one single life. Rather, Jesus implies that he builds a new part of His Kingdom
on anyone living and working with the same characteristics as lived by St Peter.

Jesus also wants to build the Kingdom on us. We therefore need to be like a stick
of rock: we need to live in such a way that the name of Jesus occurs all the way
through our lives. We need to live like Jesus publicly and privately. The way we use
our time, talents, and money need to display him. That’s what St Peter’s Letter is
trying to say. It’s a call to through-and-through commitment. If we live in this way
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then Jesus will say to us, like Peter, ‘You are a rock and on you I will build my Church.’

The Creed

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,

the one for whom we exist?

All  We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,

died for us and rose again?

All  We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?

All  We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.

All  This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers of intercession
We pray to the Lord.

In faith we pray.

All  We pray to you, our God.

That the rest of this day may be holy, peaceful and full of your presence:
in faith we pray.
All  We pray to you, our God.

That the work we have done

and the people we have met today
may bring us closer to you:

in faith we pray.

All  We pray to you, our God.

That we may hear and respond to your call to peace and justice:
in faith we pray.
All  We pray to you, our God.
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That you will sustain the faith and hope of those who are lonely, oppressed and
anxious:
in faith we pray.

All  We pray to you, our God.

That you will strengthen us in your service,

and fill our hearts with longing for your kingdom:
in faith we pray.

All  We pray to you, our God.

Merciful Father,

All  accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The peace

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the
Prince of Peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All  And also with you.

HYMN 3 The King of Love my shepherd is (click on this link to hear the hymn)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below

The Dismissal

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary,

fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will;
and the blessing of God the Almighty:

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be with you now and remain with you always.

All  Amen.

HYMN 4 The Lord’s my shepherd (please click on this link to hear the hymn)

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All  In the name of Christ. Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament

Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All  and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All  We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All  Itis right to give thanks and praise.

[t is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

always and everywhere to give you thanks,

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
And now we give thanks, most gracious God,

surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses

and glorified in the assembly of your saints.

The glorious company of apostles praise you.

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.

We, your holy Church, acclaim you.

In communion with angels and archangels,

and with all who served you on earth and worship you now in heaven,
we raise our voice to proclaim your glory,

for ever praising you and saying:

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:
All  Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,

help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with Leo and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

All Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

All Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

All Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
Liturgy and prayers of intercession © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.
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All We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.

But you are the same Lord

whose nature is always to have mercy.

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body

St Leo the Great

and our souls washed through his most precious blood,

and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion

God of truth,

whose Wisdom set her table

and invited us to eat the bread and drink the wine
of the kingdom:

help us to lay aside all foolishness

and to live and walk in the way of insight,

that we may come with your servant Leo
to the eternal feast of heaven;

through Jesus Christ our Lord..

All Amen

All Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory. Amen.
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