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Sunday 11 October 2020
• All the Bible readings come from the New Revised Standard Version.
• The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration
have been included at the end rather than in situ because many following the
service will be in isolation and unable to celebrate the sacrament.
• The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over
each link, press Ctrl and then return.
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HYMN 1 All things bright and beautiful

(click on this link to hear the hymn)

Introduction and welcome

The Welcome
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All
Amen.
The Lord be with you
All
And also with you.

The Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
God’s whole creation groans.
The land produces thorns and thistles and longs to be set free.
Our sin affects all around us.
We confess our sins in penitence and faith.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

The Gloria
This version of the Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the
tune.
All

Glory be to God in Heaven,
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,
To creation’s Lord we sing.
Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:
Glory be to God our King.
Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,
You have brought us peace within.
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Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Now your glorious reign begin:
Now your glorious reign begin.
You O Son of God are Holy,
You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.
With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for the Harvest
Eternal God,
you crown the year with your goodness
and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season:
grant that we may use them to your glory,
for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All
Amen.

First reading
A reading from the Fifth Book of Moses called Deuteronomy
The Lord your God is bringing you into a good land with streams that flow from
springs in the valleys and hills. You can dig for copper in those hills, and the stones
are made of iron ore.
And you won’t go hungry. Wheat and barley fields are everywhere, and so are
vineyards and orchards full of fig, pomegranate, and olive trees, and there is plenty
of honey. After you eat and are full, give praise to the Lord your God for the good
land he gave you. Make sure that you never forget the Lord or disobey his laws and
teachings that I am giving you today. If you always obey them, you will have plenty
to eat, and you will build good houses to live in. You will get more and more cattle,
sheep, silver, gold, and other possessions. But when all this happens, don’t be proud!
Don’t forget that you were once slaves in Egypt and that it was the Lord who set
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you free. Remember how he led you in that huge and frightening desert where
poisonous snakes and scorpions live. There was no water, but the Lord split open
a rock, and water poured out so you could drink. He also gave you manna, a kind
of food your ancestors had never even heard about.
The Lord was testing you to make you trust him, so that later on he could be
good to you. When you become successful, don’t say, ‘I’m rich, and I’ve earned it all
myself.’ Instead, remember that the Lord your God gives you the strength to make
a living. That’s how he keeps the promise he made to your ancestors.
Deuteronomy 8:7–18
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.

Second reading
A reading from St Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians
Remember this saying, ‘A few seeds make a small harvest, but a lot of seeds make a
big harvest.’ Each of you must make up your own mind about how much to give.
But don’t feel sorry that you must give and don’t feel that you are forced to give.
God loves people who love to give. God can bless you with everything you need,
and you will always have more than enough to do all kinds of good things for
others. The Scriptures say, ‘God freely gives his gifts to the poor, and always does
right. God gives seed to farmers and provides everyone with food. He will increase
what you have, so that you can give even more to those in need. You will be blessed
in every way, and you will be able to keep on being generous. Then many people
will thank God when we deliver your gift. What you are doing is much more than
a service that supplies God’s people with what they need. It is something that will
make many others thank God. The way in which you have proved yourselves by
this service will bring honor and praise to God. You believed the message about
Christ, and you obeyed it by sharing generously with God’s people and with
everyone else. Now they are praying for you and want to see you, because God used
you to bless them so very much. Thank God for his gift that is too wonderful for
words! 2 Corinthians 9:6–15
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.
HYMN 2 For the beauty of the earth (please click on this link to hear the hymn)
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Gospel reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
All
Glory to you O Lord.
Jesus told them this parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he
thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?” Then
he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I
will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, “You
fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?” So it is with those who store up treasures for
themselves but are not rich towards God.’
He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and
the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they
have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more
value are you than the birds! And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to
your span of life? If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you
worry about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if
God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown
into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And do not
keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep
worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and
your Father knows that you need them.’ Luke 12:16–30
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
What does ‘harvest’ really mean to us today?
Since the Industrial revolution (which saw the rise of mill towns like Oldham
… Rochdale and Bolton, and great cities like Manchester) few of us now live lives
in which we have a ‘hands on’ … day to day connection to the production of our
‘daily bread’.
In our gospel reading today the rich man’s harvest is clearly something that
can be gathered in…gathered into ‘barns’ … but the second reading clearly show
us a broader sense of what harvest is …
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Deuteronomy speaks of wheat and barley; vineyards and fig trees; pomegranates and olives … and plenty of honey. These are all good gifts from God that can
be harvested (in the traditional sense) in good season.
But there are also streams of water … sources of copper and iron…good houses
to live in … flocks and herds…silver and gold … and un-named ‘other possessions’.
We are shown that God provides plenty of resources that humankind can harvest
and use to live good and comfortable lives … in fact … he provides abundantly for all
our needs.
But something’s not right when we remember that many of our brothers and
sisters (at home and abroad) do not live good and comfortable lives … and even
the earth’s resources (so abundantly provided) are being depleted to the extent
that many species (including our own) are threatened with extinction.
The foolish rich man in the parable has much more than enough to provide for
his own needs … but he doesn’t look or see beyond himself…he only focusses on
his own desire for more … in fact I don’t know if you noticed just how often the
words ‘I’ and ‘my’ are on his lips? ‘What shall I do?’ … ‘I have no place to store my
crops’ … ‘I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones…there I will store my
surplus grain’.
But what good is all this wealth … all this hoarding …? The one thing that
doesn’t enter this rich fool’s mind is to give of his good fortune and surplus for the
benefit of others. His whole attitude is the opposite of graceful l… generous …
Christian stewardship.
Instead of sharing his good fortune with others … even perhaps denying himself … he aggressively protects himself. Instead of considering the peace and real
happiness to be found in giving … he finds satisfaction in keeping and hoarding.
You could almost say has the kind of mentality that cleared our supermarket
shelves of toilet paper earlier this year!
But, in the end…what does it profit the rich fool when his life is demanded of
him that very night? Who gets all his metaphorical toilet rolls?
The parable is told as a result of someone asking Jesus to persuade someone else
to share their inheritance and (in the verse just before the beginning of our gospel
this morning) Jesus says
‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of possessions’.
So, we are asked to be careful that we do not allow the getting and hoarding of
money and possessions to dominate our lives … to take time to consider what is
really important to us as we walk in the way of Christ. And what is important, is
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not what we can keep for ourselves, but what we can give of God’s generosity to
us … for the benefit of others who are in need.
Echoing this, in his second letter to the Corinthians … Paul encourages everyone to give without regret or feelings of being forced. If God blesses us with a
generous share of his gifts then…in turn…we must give as generously as we can …
it is not a tax demanded of us, but a gift given in love and thankfulness for all we
have received.
I do not need to tell you that we are entering hard times economically due to the
pandemic. Some have lost or are facing losing jobs, livelihoods and homes, and it
seems things are only going to get worse.
Our Christian family of churches in the diocese is struggling to resource
ministry, especially in some of our neediest communities. And reports from around
the world confirm that there is huge suffering especially in areas of conflict … where
starvation and disease continue to ravage the lives of our human family.
In this climate we need to live … and give … even more generously for others,
perhaps, I suggest, at more cost to ourselves.
A living and giving that includes refocusing on diminishing the ‘I’ and the ‘my’
in our thinking…a giving of ourselves to God … who asks us to become servants to
one another…so that we ourselves can become part of each other’s ‘harvest’.
In these challenging times…especially in these challenging times…we need to
reflect on what is really important to us…the reasons why they are important to
us…and where God is in our lives.
At harvest time, we are encouraged to reflect on our attitudes towards value,
greed, and possessions … not to hide our needs and desires but to think them
through … to consider how we can better share what we have … money … possessions … time … talent … love.
We are also encouraged to stay focussed on our Christian journey but we must
remember to stop regularly and be truly thankful for all we have. By doing this, we
begin to live lives that are increasingly part of God’s good harvest.

The Creed
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
All We believe and trust in him.
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Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
All We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of intercession
Let us pray to God the almighty, the King of creation.
God said, ‘Let there be light.’
Eternal God, we thank you for your light and your truth.
We praise you for your fatherly care
in creating a universe which proclaims your glory.
Inspire us to worship you, the creator of all,
and let your light shine upon our world.
God of life:
All
hear our prayer.
God said, ‘Let there be a firmament in the midst of the heavens.’
We thank you for the vastness of the universe
and the mysteries of space.
We pray for all scientists and astronomers
who extend the boundaries of our knowledge.
As we contemplate the wonder of the heavens,
confirm us in the truth that every human being is
known and loved by you.
God of life:
All
hear our prayer.
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God said, ‘Let the waters be gathered together,
and let dry land appear.’
We thank you for the beauty of the earth,
for the diversity of land and sea,
for the resources of the earth.
Give us the will to cherish this planet
and to use its riches for the good and welfare of all.
God of life:
All
hear our prayer.
God said, ‘Let there be lights in the sky
to separate the day and the night.’
We thank you for the warmth of the sun,
the light of the moon, the glory of the stars.
We praise you for the formations of clouds,
the radiance of dawn and sunset.
Save us from wasting or abusing the energy
on which all life depends.
Open our eyes to behold your beauty,
and our lips to praise your name.
God of life:
All
hear our prayer.
God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth living creatures,
and let birds fly across the sky.’
We thank you for the teeming life of the seas,
and the flight of the birds.
Help us to protect the environment
so that all life may flourish.
God of life:
All
hear our prayer.
God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind.’
We rejoice in the variety of animal life.
Grant us grace to treat all animals with respect and care;
to protect endangered species,
to preserve the variety of habitats,
and to honour the delicate balance of nature.
God of life:
All
hear our prayer.
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God said, ‘Let us create human beings in our own image.’
We pray for the human family.
We exult in its diversity and giftedness,
we repent of its sins, divisions and violence.
By the power of your Spirit, restore your image within us,
through Christ who came to remake us
by his death and resurrection.
God of life:
All
hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, you have filled the world with beauty:
open our eyes to behold your gracious hand in all your works;
that, rejoicing in your whole creation,
we may learn to serve you with gladness;
for the sake of him through whom all things were made,
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.
Merciful Father,
All
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The peace
You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Isaiah 55:12
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All
And also with you.
HYMN 3 Come ye thankful people come

(click on this link to hear the hymn)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below
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The Dismissal
May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is the source of all goodness and growth,
pour his blessing upon all things created,
and upon you his children,
that you may use his gifts to his glory
and the welfare of all peoples;
and the blessing of God the Almighty:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you now and remain with you always.
All
Amen.
HYMN 4 We plough the fields and scatter (click on this link to hear the hymn)
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For you have created the heavens and the earth,
and formed us in your own image.
In the fullness of time you sent forth your Son, your eternal Word,
who laid down his life for our salvation
and rose from the grave, the first-fruits of your new creation.
You send forth your holy and life-giving Spirit
to give life to our mortal bodies
and to renew the face of the earth.
Therefore with all the heavenly hosts,
we give voice to everything that you have made,
and sing the eternal hymn of praise.
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
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We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
Lord of the harvest,
with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation
and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom:
by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us
and make us generous and wise stewards
of the good things we enjoy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen
All

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.
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