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The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

Sunday 20 September 2020
• All the Bible readings come from the New Revised Standard Version.
• The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration
have been included at the end rather than in situ because many following the
service will be in isolation and unable to celebrate the sacrament.
• The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over
each link, press Ctrl and then return.
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Introduction and welcome
HYMN 1 How lovely on the mountain

(click on this link to hear the hymn)

The Welcome
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All
Amen.
The Lord be with you
All
And also with you.

The Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our
sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. Therefore, let us
confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

The Gloria
This version of the Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the
tune.
All

Glory be to God in Heaven,
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,
To creation’s Lord we sing.
Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:
Glory be to God our King.
Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,
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You have brought us peace within.
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Now your glorious reign begin:
Now your glorious reign begin.
You O Son of God are Holy,
You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.
With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
Lord God,
defend your Church from all false teaching
and give to your people knowledge of your truth,
that we may enjoy eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

First reading
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jonah
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he
did not do it.
But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the
Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country?
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious
God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent
from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me
to die than to live.’ And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ Then Jonah
went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there.
He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.
The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up and over Jonah, to give
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy
about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that
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attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry
east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and
asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’
But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he
said, ‘Yes, angry enough to die.’ Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the
bush, for which you did not labour and which you did not grow; it came into being
in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh,
that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand
people who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?’
Jonah 3:10—end of 4
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.

Second reading
A reading from St Paul’s Letter to the Philippians
To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two:
my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the
flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may
share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the
gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence
of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has
graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering
for him as well—since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and
now hear that I still have. Philippians 1:21–end
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.
HYMN 2 Parce mihi, Domine

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

Gospel reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All
Glory to you O Lord
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Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When
he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them,
“Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has
hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came,
the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those hired
about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the
first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received
the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal
to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied
to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for
the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last
the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs
to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the
first will be last.’ Matthew 20:1–16
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
This Gospel reading suggests a bizarre grasp of economics. We’re right to mutter
under our breath that the owner of the vineyard won’t last long and will soon go
out of business. In fact, the reading addresses neither labour economics nor money.
Today’s readings look toward a different aspect of God: His mercy. The wellknown story about Jonah and the whale ends with this weird story. In context,
Jonah runs away from God; God demands he returns. Jonah obeys, warns the people
of Ninevah to repent and they do. God is merciful and saves every single one of
them. Jonah then has a tantrum when God forgives the people who Jonah regards
as enemies. We learn that God’s mercy is greater than any requirement to judge.
St Paul implies this same message when he assures the members of a small
Church in Rome that God will give them eternal life (hence ‘salvation’). It’s an about
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turn because Paul hints in previous sections of the letter that he knows of sins in
their past lives but, again, God shows mercy and forgives rather than judges them.
The parable in today’s Gospel passage seems to head in the same direction. The
landowner has mercy on the unemployable and gives them work. The implication
of the parable is that ‘not working’ means working against God and the work is
undeserved. But the story swerves sideways with an unexpected twist. Jesus
implies that God’s mercy goes further still: He will forgive and save (hence ‘given
wages’—it’s a reward) even if the majority of that life is not spent working for God.
Actually, Jesus demonstrated this last message even while dying on the Cross
when he said to the so-called Good Thief ‘Today you will be with me in paradise.’
The man was close to death himself and was not a disciple before his own crucifixion.
Taken together, these passages persuade us that God sees everything differently
from us (see Isaiah 55). He is more forgiving; it’s never too late to repent and turn
to God; His mercy is so great that He will always forgive if asked; and that mercy is
the same for those who live an entire lives for God and those who repent later.
This last aspect requires clarification. Waiting till the end of a life before committing to discipleship is risky: we may die before that commitment even starts.
And deliberately withholding our love from God is contrary to His Law. Rather, His
love demands a response from the moment we first become aware of it. That response will look like love and that love will inevitably grow into work for His Kingdom.
The Bible sum up these ideas: 1 John 1:9 says, ‘If we confess our sins, God is
merciful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness’.

The Creed
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
All We believe and trust in him.
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This is the faith of the Church.
All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers of intercession
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church militant here in earth:
Almighty and ever-living God, who by thy holy apostle hast taught us to make
prayers and supplications, and to give thanks, for all men: we humbly beseech thee
most mercifully to receive these our prayers, which we offer unto thy divine
majesty; beseeching thee to inspire continually the universal Church with the spirit
of truth, unity and concord; and grant that all they that do confess thy holy name
may agree in the truth of thy holy word, and live in unity and godly love.
We beseech thee also to lead all nations in the way of righteousness and peace;
and so to direct all kings and rulers, that under them thy people may be godly and
quietly governed. And grant unto thy servant Elizabeth our Queen, and to all that
are put in authority under her, that they may truly and impartially administer justice, to the punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the maintenance of thy true
religion and virtue.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops, priests and deacons, especially to
thy servant David our Bishop, that they may both by their life and doctrine set forth
thy true and lively word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy sacraments.
Guide and prosper, we pray thee, those who are labouring for the spread of thy
gospel among the nations, and enlighten with thy Spirit all places of education and
learning; that the whole world may be filled with the knowledge of thy truth.
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace; and specially to this congregation
here present, that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy
holy word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.
And we most humbly beseech thee of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and
succour all them who in this transitory life are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness,
or any other adversity.
And we commend to thy gracious keeping, O Lord, all thy servants departed this
life in thy faith and fear, beseeching thee, according to thy promises, to grant them
refreshment, light and peace.
And here we give thee most high praise and hearty thanks for all thy saints, who
have been the chosen vessels of thy grace, and lights of the world in their several
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generations; and we pray that, rejoicing in their fellowship and following their
good examples, we may be partakers with them of thy heavenly kingdom.
Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only mediator and advocate. Amen.
Merciful Father,
All
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The peace
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy and peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All
And also with you.
HYMN 3 Holy, holy (we lift our hands)

(click on this link to hear the hymn)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below

The Dismissal
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and
be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you
and give you his peace;
and the blessing of God the Almighty:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you now and remain with you always.
All
Amen.
HYMN 4 Take my life and let it be (please click on this link to hear the hymn)
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All
In the name of Christ.
Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, you made the world and love your creation.
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour.
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death.
And so we gladly thank you,
with saints and angels praising you, and saying,
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
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and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
All

We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy;
and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall,
keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful,
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen
All

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory. Amen.
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