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Try saying ‘May’ and see what images it conjures: maybe Pop 
Larkin and his ‘darling buds’, or dancing round a Maypole in the 
village green, cherry blossom, or perhaps warm evenings with 
swallows swooping overhead. Liturgically, the month starts not 
with a Pop but a ‘pip’—the two disciples Philip and James are 
often referred to as ‘Pip and Jay’. We will start by celebrating 
Ascension Day, with its celebration of Jesus re-entering Heaven, 
and then Pentecost (‘Whit’) with its central motif of spiritual birth 
and dance-like energy. And like blossom, we share in order to 
grow. A faith that does not grow is no faith at all. 
 We need to beware of caricatures. Remembering outward 
aspects can make our faith sound like a theme park or a 
whistlestop tour—‘Have we done Whit yet?’—or, worse, 
Disneyfying everything to make it seem cute and safe. These 
approaches strip away the meaning and turn worship into mere 
entertainment. God by contrast wants commitment and holiness. 
 We remember the events of the church year, then, but not as 
entertainment, a cerebral recollection, or listing the events of the 
past on a clipboard. In one sense, the process of remembering is the 
exact opposite of ‘dismembering’. In this sense, remembering 
requires us to take things that are separate and join them, 
recreating, making new once more. Remembering the events in 
the Gospel story this way will involve looking for patterns and 
areas held in common: Whit follows Ascension Day which, itself, 
must follow Easter; and, maybe to that end, we recall the disciples 
and ask what discipleship actually entails …  
 We reassemble, recombine, remember for a purpose. This 
process is intended to help us see the patterns through which our 
faith can grow: it is easier to emulate Jesus if we understand Jesus 
and his life, ministry, and meaning. It’s all about Jesus, then: it’s 



 

Letter from the Vicar 

  

  

Sunday 9:30 am  Parish Worship  
Wednesday 10:00 am Bible study 
Thursday 10:00 am Holy Communion (said) 
 

Baptisms and marriages by arrangement with the Vicar. 
 

Please submit items for the November 2024 magazine by 
15 October. Please e-mail files to paulmonk111@gmail.com 
  

People at St Barnabas’ Church
  

Vicar  

The Revd Dr Paul Monk  
St Barnabas’ Vicarage, Arundel Street, Clarksfield, Oldham OL4 1NL  
Tel: (0161) 624 7708 
  
  

Lay Readers Peter Haslam (0161) 345 0215  
 Lucie Reilly  (07880) 861 751 

Wardens Peter Haslam (0161) 345 0215  
  

Administrator  Sarah Gura (07708) 714 813 
Community Worker  MaryAnne Oduntan (07908) 004 682 
Treasurer Mrs Vicky Heaton  (07468) 463 753 
Parish Hall bookings The Vicar (0161) 624 7708 

 

I formally joined the Medlock Head Team of Churches on 28 October 2009. My 
last service in Oldham occurs at the end of this month, on Sunday 27 October 
so, in total, I will have been here exactly fifteen years. This tenure makes me St 
Barnabas Church’s longest-serving Vicar but only the fourth-longest serving 
Vicar at Holy Trinity; it’s longest serving minister was ‘Daddy French’ who was 
in post for 48½ years! 
 Much has happened during my years here. For example, we’ve sourced £2 
million in grants to rebuild the fabric of both Churches and the Parish Centres.  
 But we need to remember that our church buildings are only a means to an 
end—while beautiful, each was created as a vehicle for seeking the Kingdom of 
God. These buildings were renovated as a sacred space in which to offer services 
of comfort and joy, worship and love. This is the fuller, greater work of God. 
 But, again, these occasions need to point beyond themselves toward the God 
we service. During my 15 years here, I’ve grown to realise that speaking about 
God and taking part in services of worship are useless unless underpinned by 
a life that is lived for God and for neighbour.  
 Jesus’ summary of the Law (to love God and neighbour with all our heart, 
mind, soul, and strength) is not just for priests and Vicars, nor is it just for 
Sundays or times of formal worship: that’s what the ‘all’ in Jesus command-
ment is all about.  
 Shortly, I will leave Oldham for Ashton. It will feel very strange leaving 
people I have grown to love and respect. I will continue my work in a different 
town, in different churches, and with different people in different situations. 
But all of it will be done for the same God. And if our Christian lives seem to 
differ, please remember that we still serve the same wonderful God with the 
same God-inspired love and work for the same spiritual Kingdom. 
  

Wishing you love and profound gratitude for fifteen wonderful years.  
  

PAUL 



  Sunday 6 October Sunday 13 October 

Harvest  Trinity 20 
First: Joel:2:21–27  First: Amos 5:6,7–10–15 
Epistle: 1 Timothy 6:6–10  Epistle: Hebrews 4:12–end  
Gospel: Matthew 6:25–33  Gospel: Mark 10:17–31 

Sunday 20 October Sunday 27 October 

Trinity 20 Last Sunday of Trinity (a.m.) 
First: Isaiah 53:4–end First: Isaiah 55:1–11 
Epistle: Hebrews 5:1–10 Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
Gospel: Mark 10:35–45 Gospel: John 5:36b–end 
  

Church diary 

Sunday 6 October 9:30 am: Harvest Festival.  

Sunday 27 October 9:30 am: Paul Monk’s last service, at St Barnabas 
3:00 pm: Paul Monk’s leaving service, at 
Waterhead Church, followed by a party in the Hall.  

Sunday 3 November 6:00 pm: All Souls’ service (‘commemoration of the 
faithful departed’), at Waterhead Church.  

Sunday 10 November 9:30 am: Remembrance Service in St Barnabas.  
10:50 am: Remembrance service at Waterhead War  
Memorial.  
11:30 am: Remembrance Service in Waterhead 
Church.  

Sunday 15 December 6:00 pm: Annual Carol service, in the Church. 

Tuesday 24 December 4:00 om: Christingle service in Waterhead Church. 

 11:30 pm ?: Midnight Mass in Waterhead Church.  

Weds 25 December 9:30 am: Christmas Day Service in St Barnabas.  

Sunday 5 January 9:30 am: annual Covenant Service.  
  

  

  
  

From the parish registers 
 Holy Baptism  
Sunday 1 September Opie Reuben Taylor-Hall, at Waterhead Church  

 

The Diocese of Manchester’s has awarded the Church £6,000 from its ‘stitch in time’ grant 
stream, for replacing the kitchen door and fire doors in the Main Hall.  
  

From the church and parish
John Marshall and family after the concert in Oldham Parish Church on Sunday 1 Sep-
tember. The concert raised about £5,000 for Dr Kershaw’s Hospice.  

 



  

 



  



  (the Church celebrates Bible Sunday on 27 October) 

Harvest festival
We celebrate our Harvest Festival on Sunday 6 October 
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t The next quiz night will take place in Waterhead Parish Centre on 

Saturday 12 October. The quiz will start at 7:30 pm so please take 

your places as soon after 7pm as possible so that we can start 

promptly. Getting there early will give you a head start on one of 

the picture rounds so bring your friends to make up your team 

(maximum of 6 people per team). Tickets are £5 for adults and that 

includes nibbles and a (mostly) cheese buffet supper. Children 

under 12 are free and for those between 12 and 16 years of age 

tickets are £3.  

 The bar will be open and there will be a raffle as well as a cash 

prize of £30 for the winning team. If anyone would like to donate a 

raffle prize please contact Lynne Schofield on (07804) 094 457. 

The money raised will go towards the new kitchen in the Centre. 

We are still a way off achieving the amount needed to cover the full 

cost so come along for a fun evening and help us to make the new 

kitchen a reality. 

I really only love God  

as much as I love  

the person I love the least.  

Dorothy Day 

Mimesis 



  



 

  

Exploring the liturgy: the collect  

A collect is a short (often general) prayer of a particular structure used 
in Christian liturgy. These prayers were grouped together, either 
according to subject matter or, later, following the sequence of the lit-
urgical year. By the fifth century, the Church in Rome was referring to 
books of these prayers as collectio—‘a collection’.  
 Most of the collects in the Book of Common Prayer come from the 
Latin prayers for each Sunday of the year, and were translated into 
English by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer (d. 1556). 
 In more modern Anglican versions of the Communion service, such 
as Common Worship used in the Church of England, the Collect follows 
the Gloria and precedes readings from the Bible. It usually occurs after 
an invitation to prayer such as, ‘Let us pray.’  
 The collect represents a dialogue between the people and God, and 
always has the same liturgical structure:  
 

1.  The address: Collects are addressed to a person of the Trinity, 
most commonly to God the Father. 

2.  An attribute or quality of God: this bit relates to the petition 
(below), such as ‘who is …’ 

3.  The petition: this is the request part of the prayer and introduces 
the matter being asked about or requested. 

4.  The reason or result expected from the prayer. 
5.  A conclusion, such as ‘through Christ our Lord’ or another longer 

statement giving glory to God (a ‘doxology’). The most common 
Trinitarian conclusion is ‘Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be 
for ever. Amen.  

6.  General affirmation ‘Amen.’ 
  

In some contemporary liturgical texts, this structure has been obs-
cured by sentence constructions that depart from the Latin flowing 
style of a single sentence.  
 Look now at a real Collect—that for Bible Sunday. It includes each of 
the six elements above, and in the correct order, as indicated by square 
brackets: 
  
  

[1]  Blessed Lord, 
[2] who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning: 
[3] help us so to hear them, 

to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them 
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy 
word, 

[4] that we may embrace and for ever hold fast 
the hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

[5] who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

[6] Amen. 
  



 

  

Dorothy Day was born in New York in 1897. Her father was Irish and her 
mother was English. Dorothy’s parents were nominal Christians who rarely 
attended church. By contrast, Dorothy displayed a strong religious streak as 
a young child. When she was ten she went to an Episcopalian church and was 
captivated by its liturgy and its music.  
 Dorothy first worked as a journalist but is better known for her social 
activism. For example, she was imprisoned in 1917 as a member of the non-
violent suffragist movement, the ‘Silent Sentinels’.  
 She converted to Roman Catholicism, which she described movingly in her 
autobiography, The Long Loneliness, and later became a Dominican ‘tertiary’, 
adopting many aspects of their life of prayer and devotion. Being a Catholic 
brought her into contact with a wide array of activists so, in 1932, she helped 
found the Catholic Worker Movement. It was a pacifist society, combining 
direct aid for the poor and the homeless with nonviolent direct action on their 
behalf. Its vision was a form of social justice and a connection with the poor 
that was strongly inspired by Francis of Assisi.  
 She later worked very closely with the Trappist monk and writer Thomas 
Merton, whose writings many consider to supply the spiritual justification 
and underpinning of Dorothy’s work.  
 To supplement the Catholic Worker Movement, she founded The Catholic 
Worker newspaper in 1933 and was its editor until her death. The paper said 
it was aimed at those suffering the most in the depths of the Great Depression, 
‘those who think there is no hope for the future’, and announced to them that 
‘The Church has a social program ... there are men of God who are working 
not only for their spiritual but for their material welfare’. 
  

Love and ever more love is the only solution to every problem that comes 
up. If we love each other enough, we will bear with each other’s faults 

and burdens. If we love enough, we are going to light a fire in the hearts 
of others. And it is love that will burn out the sins and hatreds that 

sadden us. It is love that will make us want to do great things for each 
other. No sacrifice and no suffering will then seem too much. 

 The Long Loneliness 
  

 Using the newspaper as her mouthpiece, Dorothy advocated the economic 
theory called ‘distributism’, which she considered a third way between 
capitalism and socialism. From the publishing enterprise came a ‘house of 
hospitality’—a shelter providing food and clothing to the poor of New York’s 
Lower East Side and then a series of farms for communal living. The 
movement quickly spread across the United States, and to Canada and Britain. 
 Dorothy denounced sins against the poor. Using similar language to the 
Epistle of James, she said that ‘depriving the labourer’ was a deadly sin. And 
one of the major roots of sin, she said, was to deny that we are all inter- 
 

 connected spiritually. Using words that St Paul could have written, she said, 
 

True love is delicate and kind, full of gentle perception and  
understanding, full of beauty and grace, full of joy unutterable. There should be 

some flavour of this in all our love for others.  
We are all one. We are one flesh in the Mystical Body as man and woman are said 

to be one flesh in marriage. With such a love, one would see all things new; we 
would begin to see people as they really are, as God sees them. 

  

 Throughout the 1960s, Dorothy Day was one of the most vocal advocates of nuclear 
disarmament and pacifism, demanding American withdrawal from Korea and Vietnam. 
 Dorothy Day’s life continues to inspire many Christians. For example, Pope Francis 
compares her to Abraham Lincoln and to Martin Luther King.  
 She died in 1980. 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/197374


  

In an effort to change things, he threw his swine before pearls 
(with apologies to Matthew 19) 

Once upon a time there was a marble throne at the 
eastern gate of a great city. On this throne sat a 
thousand kings, blind in the right eye, a thousand kings 
who were blind in the left eye, and a thousand kings 
who had sight in both eyes. All of them called on God to  
appear so that they might see him, but all went to their 
graves with their wishes unfulfilled. 
 When the kings had died, a pauper, barefooted and 
hungry, came and sat upon the throne. ‘God’, he 
whispered, ‘the eyes of human beings cannot bear to 
look directly at the sun, for they are blinded. How then,  
Omnipotent, can they look directly at you? Have pity, 
Lord; temper your strength, turn down your splendour 
so that I, who am poor and afflicted, may see you! 
Then—listen, old man!—God became a piece of bread, 
a cup of cool water, a warm tunic, a hut and, in front of 
the hut, a woman giving suck to an infant.’ 
 The pauper stretched forth his arms and smiled 
happily. ‘Thank you, Lord, “he whispered, “You 
humbled yourself for my sake. You became bread, 
water, a warm sun and my wife and child in order  
that I might see you. And I did  
see you. I bowed down and  
worship your beloved and  
many-faced face!’ 
  
 
The Last Temptation  
of Christ 



   

The cherubim were standing on the south side of the temple … the sound  
of their could be heard as far away as the outer court, like the voice of God 
Almighty when he speaks. Ezekiel 10:3, 6  
  

The Bible suggests many different kinds, or classes, of angel.  
 The greatest was Lucifer, the mighty angel of light, who rebelled against 
God and is often today called Satan or the devil. Very little of his story 
appears in the Bible, but we do see brief glimpses: consider the fragment in 
Revelation 12:7, ‘War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon’ where ‘the dragon’ is Lucifer.  
 Next in importance were the seraphim whose entire existence involves 
eternal praise around the throne of God in Heaven, described most vividly 
in Isaiah 6, ‘Above God were seraphim, each with six wings: with two wings 
they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they 
were flying. And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory”.’ 
 The cherubim (singular ‘cherub’) defend the gateways  
between earth and heaven. For example, after the Fall,  
God posted cherubim to guard the gateway to Heaven,  
‘After he drove the man out, God  
placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim  
and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the  
way to the tree of life’ (Genesis 3:24).  
 Next in importance are the archangels, who are the only  
Angels, except Lucifer, to be named in the Bible. They are  
Michael, Gabriel, and (Jewish legends name several more  
such as Raphael and Uriel).  
 The angel of death is again unnamed in the Bible,  
but legends call him Azrael.  
 Then come ‘mere’ angels. They appear 
in human form and dress entirely in 
white. They do not speak often but 
generally start by saying, ‘Do not be 
afraid’ which implies they are in fact 
so scary that fear is a very natural res-
ponse.  

Harvest wisdom 



 

 

G BARLOW & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS  

Established 1868 
  

Union Street West, Oldham OL8 1DQ  
  

Telephone (0161) 624 4301 
24 hours  

  

Personal attention 

Private Chapel of Rest  

Funerals completely furnished  

Pre-payment plans available 

An independent family business  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

We formed in 2001 to take in and re-home unwanted and abandoned 

animals. Can you help us? We are always in need of donations and 

volunteers, as well as homes for our lovely animals.  

Could you provide that home? Please contact us today! 

Pennine Pen Animal Rescue, Honeywell Lane, Oldham, OL8 2JP 

Telephone: (0161) 621 0819  

Email: penninepen@hotmail.co.uk 

www.penninepen.org.uk 

Although he had stood strongly against the other six deadly 
sins, Jake was overcome by sloth.  

mailto:penninepen@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.penninepen.org.uk/
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