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St Alban

St Albans Cathedral: traditionally the site of Alban’s martyrdom. A
sumptuous tomb and reliquary existed here until the Reformation.

Alban was a soldier in the Roman city of Verulamium (now St Albans in Hertfordshire). He gave
shelter to a Christian priest fleeing from persecution, hiding him in his house for several days. Alban
was greatly influenced by the priest’s devotion; he received instruction and was converted.
When the priest's hiding-place was discovered, Alban dressed himself in the priest's cloak and
was arrested in his place. The Roman authorities tortured Alban when he refused to renounce his
faith. He was beheaded on this day, probably in the year 250, and so became the first British martyr.
Sermon © The Revd Jane Hyde.
Liturgy and Prayers of intercession © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.
Bible readings © the publishers of the NRSV translation.
The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration have been included at
the end.
The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over each link, press Ctrl
and then return.
To see service transcripts from previous weeks, please visit the page,
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm
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Introduction and welcome
HYMN 1 One Church, one faith, one Lord

(click on this link to hear the hymn)

The Welcome
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All
Amen.
The Lord be with you
All
And also with you.

The Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
The saints were faithful unto death
and now dwell in the heavenly kingdom for ever.
As we celebrate their joy,
let us bring to the Lord our sins and weaknesses,
and ask for his mercy.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

The Gloria
This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.
All

Glory be to God in Heaven,
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,
To creation’s Lord we sing.
Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:
Glory be to God our King.
Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,
You have brought us peace within.
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Now your glorious reign begin:
Now your glorious reign begin.

St Alban
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You O Son of God are Holy,
You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.
With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for St Alban
Eternal Father,
when the gospel of Christ first came to our land
you gloriously confirmed the faith of Alban
by making him the first to win a martyr's crown:
grant that, following his example,
in the fellowship of the saints
we may worship you, the living God,
and give true witness to Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All
Amen.

First reading
A reading from the book of Wisdom
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch
them. In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was
thought to be a disaster, and their going from us to be their destruction; but they
are at peace.’ Wisdom 3:1–3
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.

Second reading
A reading from the Second Letter of St Paul to Timothy
Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving in the army
gets entangled in everyday affairs; the soldier's aim is to please the enlisting
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officer. And in the case of an athlete, no one is crowned without competing according to the rules. It is the farmer who does the work who ought to have the first
share of the crops. Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding
in all things.
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is
my gospel, for which I suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a
criminal. But the word of God is not chained. Therefore I endure everything for the
sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus,
with eternal glory. The saying is sure: If we have died with him, we will also live
with him; if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he will also
deny us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself.
2 Timothy 2:3–13
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.
HYMN 2 Take my life and let it be

(click on this link to hear the hymn)

Gospel reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
All
Glory to you O Lord.
Jesus said, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love
their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal
life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. John 12:24–26
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
Jesus had no time for sentimental notions about human life. He knew all its reality.
According to the Gospel writers, he was aware that his own life would be cut short.
The stance he took … the things he did … the people he mixed with … his outspoken
attacks on religious and political authorities alike … all these things combined to
make it certain that he would not be allowed to live to a ripe old age.
In John’s Gospel in particular, we find him trying to break through his disciples’
denial and misunderstanding, and prepare them for his death and what it would
mean.
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Jesus and his disciples lived close to nature. Some were farmers, some fisherman by trade. They knew the cycles of nature, and human powerlessness in the
face of nature’s insistence. So Jesus turns to nature for a metaphor to try and help
them understand.
He speaks of a single grain. Held in the hand, it is useless. It needs to be put into
the ground, where it breaks down as if it is dead. From that death, comes life; the
wheat seed grows to become a plant with many grains that can be used for food.
This, Jesus suggests, is what his death is about. His effect on the world will be
minimal while he is alive, but from his death will come an abundance of new life,
enough for all the world. That is why he will not try to avoid his death. He knows
that true life … for him and for those to come after him … only comes on the other
side of death.
Jesus is not just speaking of himself. He talks about his followers needing to be
ready to lose their lives in order to gain life. Being afraid of death … trying to delay
it at all costs … trying to defeat the signs of ageing, all these things preoccupy people.
The obsession with preserving our lives as they are, prevents us from attending
to the kind of life that really matters, life that is full and generous and truthful.
Alban, who we remember today, could easily have avoided a martyr’s death. He
could have given up the priest he was shielding, and denied his newly born faith in
the promises of Jesus, out of fear for his life. Instead, he chose to believe the truth
of the gospel message he had received, and go to his earthly death entirely convinced that life in Christ is eternal. He was prepared to gain his life by losing it.
We, understandably, mostly want to take the road of avoidance, to forget about
death until we can no longer ignore it. It is highly unlikely that we (in twenty-first
century Britain) would not be put to the test as Alban was, but many of us
desperately try to cling on to youth, and hope that treatments, cures and vaccines
will be found for everything that might see us off.
It is certainly hard to face up to death … both our own and that of those we love
… and our multi-media society certainly does not help us. We live with nagging
fear, buried deep inside us, which we push away rather than face up to. If this fear
becomes too much of a preoccupation, it can blight our existence marring even the
simple pleasures life. But facing up to it, Jesus suggest, is the way to real life, a life
in which we know our limitations, can be realistic about them, and not to be afraid
to take risks for the sake of love and truth.
The result, according to our Gospel reading, is worth it. The result is eternal life,
beginning now.
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The Creed
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
All We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of intercession
We pray for strength to follow Jesus.
Saviour, we hear your call.
All
Help us to follow.
Jesus said: ‘Whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant.’
Saviour, we hear your call.
All
Help us to follow.
Jesus said: ‘Unless you change
and become humble like little children,
you can never enter the kingdom of heaven.’
Saviour, we hear your call.
All
Help us to follow.
Jesus said: ‘Happy are the humble;
they will receive what God has promised.’
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Saviour, we hear your call.
All
Help us to follow.
Jesus said: ‘Be merciful as your Father is merciful;
love your enemies and do good to them.’
Saviour, we hear your call.
All
Help us to follow.
Jesus said: ‘Love one another, as I love you;
there is no greater love than this,
to lay down your life for your friends.’
Saviour, we hear your call.
All
Help us to follow.
Jesus said: ‘Go to people everywhere
and make them my disciples,
and I will be with you always, to the end of time.’
Saviour, we hear your call.
All
Help us to follow.
Merciful Father,
All
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The peace
Once we were far off,
but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought near through the
shedding of Christ’s blood,
for he is our peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All
And also with you.
HYMN 3 O Thou who at thy eucharist

(click on this link to hear the hymn)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below
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The Dismissal
God give you grace to follow his saints
in faith and love and steadfastness
and the blessing of God the Almighty:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you now and remain with you always.
All
Amen.
HYMN 4 Seek ye first
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All
In the name of Christ. Amen.

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good,
our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For following the example of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,
your holy martyr Alban shed his blood for the glory of your name.
His death reveals your power made perfect in our human frailty.
You choose the weak and make them strong
in bearing witness to you
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
With joyful hearts we echo on earth
the song of the angels in heaven
as they praise your glory without end:
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

St Alban
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with Alban and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

St Alban
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We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us.
Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
God our Redeemer,
whose Church was strengthened
by the blood of your martyr Alban:
so bind us, in life and death, to Christ's sacrifice
that our lives, broken and offered with his,
may carry his death and proclaim his resurrection in the world;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen
All

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

St Alban

