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Second Sunday before Advent

Sunday 15 November 2020
• All the Bible readings come from the New Revised Standard Version.
• The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration
have been included at the end rather than in situ because many following the
service will be in isolation and unable to celebrate the sacrament.
• The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over
each link, press Ctrl and then return.
• To see service transcripts from previous weeks, please visit the page,
http://www.medlockhead.co.uk/resources/index.htm
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HYMN 1 Come down O love divine

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

Introduction and welcome

The Welcome
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All
Amen.
The Lord be with you
All
And also with you.

The Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world;
its pride, its selfishness, its greed;
its evil distortions and hatreds.
Let us confess our share in what is wrong,
and our failure to seek and establish that peace
which God wills for all his children.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

The Gloria
This version of the Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the
tune.
All

Glory be to God in Heaven,
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,
To creation’s Lord we sing.
Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:
Glory be to God our King.
Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,
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You have brought us peace within.
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Now your glorious reign begin:
Now your glorious reign begin.
You O Son of God are Holy,
You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.
With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for The Second Sunday before Advent
Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world’s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

First reading
A reading from the Book of Judges
The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So
the Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor;
the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the
Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron,
and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years.
At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She
used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country
of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. She sent and summoned
Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, ‘The Lord, the God
of Israel, commands you, “Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand
from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the
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general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his
troops; and I will give him into your hand”.’ Judges 4:1–7
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.

Second reading
A reading from St Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need
to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of
the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace and
security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come
upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.
So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober;
for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath
but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are
doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.
HYMN 2 How great thou art

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

Gospel reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All
Glory to you O Lord.
Jesus said, ‘It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted
his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to
each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the
five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In
the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one
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who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money.
‘After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with
them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five
more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made
five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave;
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two
more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.”
‘Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying,
‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and
gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.
‘For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for
this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth”.’ Matthew 25:14–30
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
To fully understand this Parable to the Talents, we must appreciate not only the
text, we must also understand what a ‘talent’ is. We hear the word talent and we
immediately think of skills and abilities, the ability to sing a song or play an
instrument, the ability to paint a picture or re-wire a plug, these are what we
understand talents to be. But that is not what is meant here. To be blunt about it,
Jesus is talking about money here, and not just a small amount of it.
In the New Testament, the talent Jesus spoke of in the Parable referred to the
largest unit of currency at the time. We don’t know the exact value of a talent in
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New Testament times but it’s generally thought to have been between £800 to
£20,000. Some calculations suggest the talent in the parables was equivalent to 20
years of wages for a common worker. The servant who possessed five talents of
gold or silver was a therefore multimillionaire by today’s standards.
Knowing the actual meaning, weight, and value of a term like ‘talent’ can help give
context, deeper understanding, and better perspective when studying the parable.
These three guys, three servants, each receive a huge sum of money to manage
during the master’s absence. Two of them invest the money in some way and over
the time of the owner’s absence (however long that was) they double his money.
When the master returns, they present him the money and the earnings and to each
he says, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; enter into the joy of your master.’
The third guy, the one who got the least, doesn’t do that. He, fearing his master’s
possible displeasure, buries the money and when the boss returns he digs it up
and gives it back to him. The master has not lost anything; he gets back exactly
what he gave the servant, but how does he respond? ‘You wicked and lazy slave!’
And he has the guy tossed into the outer darkness where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples, ‘If I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be
where I am.’ But just because Jesus is physically absent from the earth, doesn’t
mean his followers are given the freedom to sit back and do nothing.
We’ve been entrusted with something even more valuable than gold and money.
Just like the master in the parable, Jesus has entrusted his servants, with spreading
the gospel, forgiving those who have wronged them, loving others, caring for his
church, being an example to the world. Feeding the hungry and thirsty, caring for
the poor, the prisoner, and the sick.
Scripture promises that Jesus will one day return, and when he does, he will ask
his servants—us—to give a report of how we’ve spent the time and opportunities
we have been given. Did we care for those they were instructed to protect? Did we
provide for those in need? Did we share the good news of Christ’s salvation and
forgiveness with others? Did we further the kingdom of God in their ministry?
Those of us who are faithful with what they’re entrusted with, big and small, will
be trusted with more, and Jesus said that they are the ones who will ‘enter into
their master’s joy’ and share in the glory of his presence.
Those of us who are not may face the harsh reality of being called wicked and
lazy servants. Worst of all, we may not share in the joy of their master’s presence
when he returns.
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One day our master will return, and when he does, he’ll want to know what
we’ve done with this precious life we’ve been given. Were we good stewards of
what belongs to him? Did we grow his investment? Or did we bury our time, talent,
and opportunities? It’s up to us to decide.

The Creed
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
the source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
All We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
All We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
All This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of intercession
The Lord does not change, therefore we will not fear, though the earth should
change, and though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea.
Malachi 3:6
The Church of Christ O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, we ask you
to look favourably on your whole Church. May the world feel and see that things
which were cast down are being raised up and things which had grown old are
being made new and that all things are returning to perfection through him from
whom they took their origin, Jesus Christ.
All
O unchanging Lord, guide us as we undergo great changes: in your
mercy, hear our prayer
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Creation, human society, the Sovereign and those in authority Lord of lords, and
king of kings, we pray for statesmen, leaders and rulers. May they be quiet in spirit,
clear in judgement, and able to understand the issues that face them. Grant them
patience, grant them courage, grant them foresight, and grant them great faith. In
their anxieties, Lord, be their security. In their opportunities, be their inspiration.
And by their plans and their actions, may your kingdom come, your will be done.
All

O unchanging Lord, guide us as we undergo great changes: in your
mercy, hear our prayer

The local community Lord, we pray for the places where we work, and we give
thanks for our homes and those whom we love. Make us mindful that all our lives
depend on the work of others, and we pray that we may live thankfully and in unity
as members of one human family. And as fellow members of the Body of Christ,
help us to share in the joys and sorrows of our neighbours as if they were our own.
All
O unchanging Lord, guide us as we undergo great changes: in your
mercy, hear our prayer
Those who suffer Give strength, Lord, to all caught up in disasters, all those suffering from famine or flood, storms or earthquakes. Give courage, Lord, to all who are
ill, and all who are afraid for their future. Knowing that you are our strength and
salvation, we commend to your loving care all those who suffer in body, mind or
spirit. In your goodness and mercy, grant them health of body, soundness of mind
and peace of heart.
All
O unchanging Lord, guide us as we undergo great changes: in your
mercy, hear our prayer
The communion of saints Lord, we pray to you for those whom we love, but see no
longer. Grant them your peace; let light perpetual shine upon them; and in your
loving wisdom and almighty power, work in them the holy purpose of your perfect will.
All
O unchanging Lord, guide us as we undergo great changes: in your
mercy, hear our prayer
Merciful Father,
All
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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The peace
The fruit of the Spirit is love and joy and peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All
And also with you.
HYMN 3 Great is thy faithfulness

(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below

The Dismissal
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and
be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you
and give you his peace;
and the blessing of God the Almighty:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you now and remain with you always
All
Amen.
HYMN 4 All the way my Saviour leads me (click on this link to hear the hymn)
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, you made the world and love your creation.
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour.
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death.
And so we gladly thank you,
with saints and angels praising you, and saying,
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
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We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us.
Amen.

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
Gracious Lord,
in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
All
Amen
All

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.
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