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Wednesday 28 

November 2020 
Simon and Jude were named among 

the twelve apostles in the gospels of 

Matthew, Mark and Luke.  

 Simon is called ‘the Zealot’, prob-

ably because he belonged to a res-

istance movement that opposed the 

Roman occupation forces. He was a 

‘freedom fighter’. The gospels no-

where suggest he renounced his 

membership on becoming a disciple 

or if, after the resurrection, he saw it 

as a response to God’s call to proclaim the Kingdom.  

 Luke describes Jude as the son of James, while the Letter of Jude has him as the 

brother of James (the two statement are not contradictory). It seems he is the same 

person as Thaddæus, which may have been a last name. Owing to the similarity of 

his name to that of Judas Iscariot, Jude was rarely invoked in prayer and it seems 

likely that because of this, interceding through him was seen as a final resort when 

all else failed. For that reason, he became known as the patron saint of lost causes.  

 The two apostles are joined together on this day because a Church, which had 

recently acquired their relics, was dedicated to their memory in Rome in the 

seventh century. 

• All the Bible readings come from the New Revised Standard Version. 

• The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration 

have been included at the end rather than in situ because many following the 

service will be in isolation and unable to celebrate the sacrament. 

• The hymns are YouTube links. To hear the hymns please hover the mouse over 

each link, press Ctrl and then return. 
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Introduction and welcome 

HYMN 1 Seek ye first (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

The Welcome   
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit  

All Amen. 

The Lord be with you 

All And also with you. 

The Preparation 

All Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this:  

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.  

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

with all your soul, with all your mind,  

and with all your strength.’  

And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  

There is no other commandment greater than these.  

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

All Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love with all the saints in earth 

and heaven. Therefore, knowing our unworthiness and sin, let us confess our sins 

in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in 

love and peace with all. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=94I07YCeqBs
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All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry  

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us,  

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name.  

Amen. 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

The Gloria  

This Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.  

All Glory be to God in Heaven, 

Songs of joy and peace we bring, 

Thankful hearts and voices raising, 

To creation’s Lord we sing. 

Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you, 

Glory be to God our King: 

Glory be to God our King. 

Lamb of God, who on our shoulders, 

Bore the load of this world’s sin; 

Only Son of God the Father, 

You have brought us peace within. 

about:blank
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Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, 

Now your glorious reign begin: 

Now your glorious reign begin. 

You O Son of God are Holy, 

You we praise with one accord. 

None in heav’n or earth is like you, 

Only you are Christ the Lord. 

With the Father and the Spirit, 

Ever worshipped and adored: 

Ever worshipped and adored. 

The Collect for Saints Simon and Jude 
Almighty God, 

who built your Church upon the foundation 

 of the apostles and prophets, 

with Jesus Christ himself as the chief corner-stone: 

so join us together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, 

that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

First reading   
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah  

Hear the word of the Lord, you scoffers who rule this people in Jerusalem. Because 

you have said, ‘We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we have an 

agreement; when the overwhelming scourge passes through it will not come to us; 

for we have made lies our refuge, and in falsehood we have taken shelter’; there-

fore thus says the Lord God, See, I am laying in Zion a foundation stone, a tested 

stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation: ‘One who trusts will not panic.’ 

Isaiah 28:14–16  

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 



Wednesday 28 November 2020 5 Saints Simon and Jude 
 

 
Liturgy and prayers of intercession © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council.  
Bible readings © the publishers of the NRSV translation. 
Sermon and prayers of intercession © Revd Dr Paul Monk.  

Second reading   
A reading from St Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians  

You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and 

also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole 

structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you 

also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. Ephesians 2:19–22  

This is the Word of the Lord  

All Thanks be to God. 

HYMN 2 One thing I ask  (please click on this link to hear the hymn) 

Gospel reading  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

All Glory to you O Lord. 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I am giving you these commands so that you may love 

one another. If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you. 

If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own. Because you do 

not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world—therefore the 

world hates you.  

 ‘Remember the word that I said to you, “Servants are not greater than their 

master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my word, they 

will keep yours also. But they will do all these things to you on account of my name, 

because they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, 

they would not have sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates 

me hates my Father also. If I had not done among them the works that no one else 

did, they would not have sin. But now they have seen and hated both me and my 

Father. It was to fulfil the word that is written in their law, ‘They hated me without 

a cause.” 

 ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 

of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to 

testify because you have been with me from the beginning.’ John 15:17–27 

This is the Gospel of the Lord  

All Praise to you O Christ.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sk-KEsSZaP0
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Sermon  
We may hear the phrase, ‘he or she hasn’t a prayer!’ The context means a person has 

tried everything and nothing works. They’ve tried the more straightforward things 

like seeking advice from agencies and help from friends. Nothing works. Nothing is 

left, so they pray. They pray even though ‘everyone knows’ that asking God in a 

prayer never works. Asking the Saints for help never works. They haven’t a prayer.  

 The prayers of those who live in this mindset become ever more detailed as they 

become ever more desperate. They berate an omnipotent God (Lord of heaven and 

earth) with excessive detail: ‘Lord, we pray for Mrs ABC who has an operation on 

her big toe of her left foot in Ward 3 of the Hospital next Tuesday at 2:15 pm. Her 

daughter XYZ is very worried ...’ and so on for 10 minutes. Their prayer life dies of 

wordiness and, because it’s based on such a misconception, grows to become faith-

coloured atheism. They don’t even believe it themselves. They haven’t a prayer.  

 A great many prayers are not answered because they are not in fact prayers. 

They’re the equivalent to sitting in a fridge and complaining it doesn’t move like a 

Ferrari. It’s not God’s fault when He doesn’t answer our petulant demands because 

praying is not about asking (or telling) God what to do. None of the following will 

work: telling God what to do. Bullying God. Pleading and bargaining. Sounding 

humble (‘Lord, I’m just asking …’). Giving God ever more detail in our instructions. 

These ways of looking at prayer are very common. But these ‘prayers’ are in fact 

talking—aloud or silently—to an invisible misconception. They haven’t a prayer.  

 God has made each human soul in such a way that it needs Him, like a lock needs 

a key if it is to open. Some souls know they need God but others merely suspect 

they’re missing something vital in their lives. They then fill the gap with activity, 

substances, gadgets, noise, etc. They may fill the gap with things that look like faith.  

 St Paul in today’s second reading says we were like, ‘strangers and aliens’ before 

we met God. The main purpose of prayer is to facilitate such an encounter. The 

main goal of prayer is ‘relationship’ with God—really knowing Him. That’s what St 

Paul means by, ‘citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God’. 

 The intermediary who acts as a mobile phone in any long-distance conversation 

with God is the Holy Spirit. He enables our prayer, so we must become spiritual 

people if our prayer is to develop. Prayer develops in proportion that we are 

willing to be filled with the Spirit. A sure sign that we are becoming these spiritual 

people is that our prayers move from asking for things and become more a matter 

of promising God that we want to give. And the main thing we give is ourselves.  

 We acquire many of the characteristics of God if we give ourselves to Him and 

truly get to know Him. He asks us to share in His work of wholeness and making 

the world better. He invites us to ‘participate in the divine nature’ (2 Peter 1:4). He 

allows His power to flow through us to do so. And that is what true prayer is about.  

https://biblehub.com/2_peter/1-4.htm
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 We realise that true prayer is not telling God how to use His divine power. It 

turns out that true prayer is the opposite of what commonly pretends to be prayer. 

Ironically, we genuinely haven’t got a prayer precisely because it’s God’s, not ours.  

The Creed 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

the source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

All We believe and trust in him. 

This is the faith of the Church. 

All This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Prayers of intercession  

Dear loving God, we want to love you more and serve you better. Mend our broken 

lives and help us to pray.   

Lord in your mercy  

All Hear our prayer.  

Dear loving Lord, we pray for the Church. Please help your Church to grow in its 

relationship with you and thereby grow in obedience and love.   

Lord, in your mercy  

All Hear our prayer.  

Dear loving Lord, we pray for the world. Please help the world to move from work-

ing toward its own desires and start working for you and your Kingdom.  

Lord in your mercy  

All Hear our prayer.  

Dear loving Lord, we dare to ask your healing on us on for our friends. And the 

principal healing we ask for is a cure for the ills located in our souls, and anything 
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that gets between us and you.  

Lour Lord in your mercy  

All Hear our prayer.  

Dear loving Lord, we pray for those who have died—recently or even today. Have 

mercy on those who see you for the first time then mourn an entire life misspent.  

Lord in your mercy  

All Hear our prayer.  

Merciful Father,  

All accept these prayers 

 for the sake of your Son, 

 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The peace  
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the 

Prince of Peace.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you,  

All And also with you.  

HYMN 3 O the bitter shame and sorrow  (click on this link to hear the hymn) 

The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below 

The Dismissal 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and  

be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you  

and give you his peace;  

and the blessing of God the Almighty:  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be with you now and remain with you always 

All Amen. 

HYMN 4  O the bitter shame and sorrow (click on this link to hear the hymn) 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJbzqbiZ7JA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJbzqbiZ7JA
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E) 

The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise.   

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

And now we give thanks, most gracious God,  

surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses 

and glorified in the assembly of your saints. 

The glorious company of apostles praise you. 

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 

We, your holy Church, acclaim you. 

In communion with angels and archangels, 

and with all who served you on earth and worship you now in heaven, 

we raise our voice to proclaim your glory,  

for ever praising you and saying: 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All   Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.   

Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with Simon, Jude and all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

All Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving. 
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All We do not presume 

to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in your manifold and great mercies. 

We are not worthy 

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 

But you are the same Lord 

whose nature is always to have mercy. 

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 

and to drink his blood, 

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 

and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

and that we may evermore dwell in him,  

and he in us. Amen. 

Communion is distributed.  

Prayer after Communion 
Almighty God, 

who on the day of Pentecost 

sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles 

with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame, 

filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel: 

by the power of the same Spirit 

strengthen us to witness to your truth 

and to draw everyone to the fire of your love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 

All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work 

to your praise and glory. Amen. 


