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Dunstan was born in 910 AD near
Glastonbury and into a noble family.
After a good education he attended
the Royal Wessex Court.
Dunstan adopted a monastic life
late in life. In context, he thought he
had leprosy and realised his life
might be short. He took holy orders
in 943 when he was 34 years of age.
He built himself a small cell near
the Abbey church in Glastonbury
and lived a simple life of devotion and manual labour. He showed great skill as a
metalworker and is credited with making bells and vessels for the Church. That’s why,
today, he’s regarded as the patron saint of bell ringers and blacksmiths. The most
famous legend about Dunstan (which is late and dates from the late eleventh-century)
concerns his metalwork. The Devil was tempting Dunstan so the saint used his metalworking tongs to hold the devil by the nose until he promised to stop.
King Athelstan’s successor Edmund called Dunstan to his court to act as a priest.
After a short period at court, Edmund named Dunstan Abbot of Glastonbury. He
preached forcefully and was a good administrator so, together with his friendship
with the King and his personal example, Dunstan succeeded in reforming the Church
in England. He restored discipline to several monasteries and promoted study and
teaching. Dunstan became Bishop of Worcester then Archbishop of Canterbury, which
enabled him to reform the whole English Church. He died in 988 and was soon
canonised. Thereafter, he was England’s most popular saint for nearly 200 years.
• All Bible readings come from the New Revised Standard Version.
• The liturgy assumes the service is Eucharistic. The prayers of consecration have
been included at the end rather than in situ because many following the service
will be in isolation and unable to celebrate the sacrament.
• The hymn is a Youtube link. Please hover the mouse over the link, press Ctrl and
then return.
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(please click on this link to hear the hymn)

The welcome
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All
Amen.
The Lord be with you
All
And also with you.

The Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
And the second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love with all the saints in earth
and heaven. Therefore, knowing our unworthiness and sin, let us confess our sins in
penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in love
and peace with all.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.

The Gloria
This version of the Gloria is sung to the tune of ‘Cwm Rhondda’. Click here for the tune.
All

Glory be to God in Heaven,
Songs of joy and peace we bring,
Thankful hearts and voices raising,
To creation’s Lord we sing.
Lord we thank you, Lord we praise you,
Glory be to God our King:
Glory be to God our King.
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Lamb of God, who on our shoulders,
Bore the load of this world’s sin;
Only Son of God the Father,
You have brought us peace within.
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,
Now your glorious reign begin:
Now your glorious reign begin.
You O Son of God are Holy,
You we praise with one accord.
None in heav’n or earth is like you,
Only you are Christ the Lord.
With the Father and the Spirit,
Ever worshipped and adored:
Ever worshipped and adored.

The Collect for St Dunstan
Almighty God,
who raised up Dunstan to be a true shepherd of the flock,
a restorer of monastic life
and a faithful counsellor to those in authority:
give to all pastors the same gifts of your Holy Spirit
that they may be true servants of Christ
and of all his people;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All
Amen.

First reading
A reading from the Book of Moses called Exodus
The Lord spoke to Moses: See, I have called by name Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of
the tribe of Judah: and I have filled him with divine spirit, with ability, intelligence,
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and knowledge in every kind of craft, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver,
and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, in every kind of craft.
Exodus 31:1–5
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.

Second reading
A reading from St Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians
We know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God,
a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing
to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling—if indeed, when we have taken it off we
will not be found naked. For while we are still in this tent, we groan under our burden,
because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is mortal
may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who
has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.
So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.
So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us
must appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 2 Corinthians 5:1–10
This is the Word of the Lord
All
Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All
Glory to you O Lord.
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day
your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would
not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, therefore, for the Son
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.
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‘Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has put in charge of
his household, to give the other servants their allowance of food at the proper time?
Blessèd is that servant whom his master will find at work when he arrives.’
Matthew 24:42–46
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
Taken together, these three readings talk about being the right person in the right
place at the right time. They therefore kickstart a discussion about vocation. Dunstan’s
vocation was to be Abbot of Glastonbury, Bishop of Worcester then Archbishop of
Canterbury. It’s because he followed his vocation that we still thank God for him today.
The word vocation comes from an old French word that means ‘to call’. We get
words like ‘vocal’ from the same root. From within a Christian context, we truly follow
a vocation when we hear the call of God in our lives … and obey.
The idea of a Christian vocation goes something like this. God wants us to serve
Him to the uttermost. God can work through us in proportion that we live Godly lives.
To ensure our lives are indeed Godly, He equips us by giving us His Holy Spirit. We
receive the Holy Spirit at baptism and further enable the Spirit’s action through all
the usual Christian graces of prayer and meditation, charity and obedience, and the
sacraments. That way we’re better equipped to actually hear when the Spirit calls us.
As we listen to the Spirit in our soul, the Spirit directs us to the people, places and
tasks that God wants. It’s tempting to think that God programmes us in the sense of
turning us into a computer-driven machine. But a disciple is never robotic or mindless.
Even if we listen intently, we still have free will: we have choices in terms of if we
obey and how. God is love (1 John 4:16) and love could not operate otherwise.
As we try to live out our Christian vocation we operate in the times and places
where love intersects with action. We therefore anticipate the Holy Spirit prompting
us to love as Jesus would love but in the places God has chosen for our love to operate.
It’s tempting here to remember the saying of St John of the Cross, ‘Where there is no
love, put love—and you will find love.’ Viewed in these ways, our vocation is to love
as Jesus loved us. The New Commandment becomes simply a way of telling us who
God wants us to be. He wants us to be people of love.
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This can sound quite theoretical. It isn’t. It’s simply saying the vocation of every
sincere Christian is to love as Jesus did.

Prayers of intercession
O Lord; O King, resplendent on the citadel of heaven,
all hail continually;
and of your clemency
upon your people still have mercy.
O Christ, enthroned as king above,
whom the nine orders of angels in their beauty
praise without ceasing,
upon us, your servants, ever have mercy.
O Christ, hymned by your one and only Church
throughout the world, to whom the sun, and moon, and stars,
the land and sea, ever do service, have mercy.
O Christ, those holy ones, the heirs of the eternal country,
one and all with utter joy proclaim you in a most worthy strain:
have mercy upon us.
O Lord, O gentle son of Mary free;
O King of kings, blessèd redeemer;
upon those who have been ransomed from the power of death,
by your own blood, ever have mercy.
O sun of righteousness, in all unclouded glory,
supreme dispenser of justice,
in that great day when you strictly judge all nations,
we earnestly beseech you, upon this your people,
who here stand before your presence,
in your pity, Lord, then have mercy on us. Prayer of St Dunstan
Merciful Father,
All
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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The peace
May the God of peace sanctify you: may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that
you may be blameless before him at the coming of our Lord Jesus with his saints.
The peace of the Lord be always with you:
All
And also with you.
The liturgy of the Communion Service appears below

The Dismissal
May Christ who makes saints of sinners,
who has transformed those we remember today,
raise and strengthen you that you may transform the world;
and the blessing of God the Almighty:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you now and remain with you always.
All
Amen
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Eucharistic Prayer (prayer E)
The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy
that we should always sing of your glory,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
For you are the hope of the nations,
the builder of the city that is to come.
Your love made visible in Jesus Christ
brings home the lost,
restores the sinner
and gives dignity to the despised.
In his face your light shines out,
flooding lives with goodness and truth,
gathering into one in your kingdom
a divided and broken humanity.
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation
we glorify your name,
for ever praising you and saying,
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
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Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with St Dunstan and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
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Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
All

We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us.
Amen.
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Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
God, shepherd of your people,
whose servant Dunstan revealed the loving service of Christ
in his ministry as a pastor of your people:
by this eucharist in which we share
awaken within us the love of Christ
and keep us faithful to our Christian calling;
through him who laid down his life for us,
but is alive and reigns with you,
now and for ever.
All
Amen
All

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.
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