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Services at Hely UHnity Churen

Sunday 11:00am Parish Worship
Wednesday 7:00 pm Family Communion

Baptisms and marriages by arrangement with the Vicar.

Please submit items for the June magazine by 15May.
You can e-mail files to paulmonk111@gmail.com

People &t Roely Trinity Chureh

Vicar

The Revd Dr Paul Monk
St Barnabas’ Vicarage, Arundel Street, Oldham OL41NL
T:(0161) 624 7708 and E: paulmonkim@gmail.com

Assistant Curate

The Revd Denise Owen (Vicar of St Thomas’ Church Moorside)
Tel: (0161) 6520292 and E: therevd.dowen@yahoo.co.uk

Wardens

Val Crane (0161) 628 4977
John Wolstencroft (0161) 620 2401
Readers

Ruth Lees (emeritus) (0161) 6240777
Rosie Kingham (0161) 652 4265

Lucie Reilly (intraining) (07880) 861751

Pianist Rosie Kingham (0161) 652 4265
Administrator Sarah Gura (07843) 178 762
Church Secretary ZoelLiles (07765) 963 899
Church Treasurer Vicky Heaton (07906) 077 058
Gift-aid Secretary Vicky Heaton (07906) 077 058
Parish Hall Manager Daniel Reilly (07788) 860764
Rainbows Sarah Wilson and Natalie Morris
Brownies Val Lees and Moira Belcher

Guides Karen and Lisa Cannon

Beavers and Cubs Lee Thompson (07907) 907354

Scouts Mark Dickinson (07976) 666 512

Fetterfromithelicar;

Throughout May, the Church celebrates ‘Easter season’
with life lived in the risen Christ at its core. Rightly, we
reflect and rejoice. We sing praises and we kneel in
silent adoration.

It's often difficult, so our responding to His Resur-
rection will grow through many stages, which mirror
the themes of the Easter readings throughout the
month. We start May on a ‘high’ as we remember the
Resurrection itself. We recall our Lord walking beside
the disciples and comforting them. And, like them, we
feel our ‘hearts burning within us’ with love.

The Bible readings at the start of May mention Jesus
appearing to the disciples but later we celebrate Jesus’
Glorious Ascension. Indeed, the Scriptures relate only a
small number of resurrection appearances. The Gospels
seem to suggest they become progressively rarer until,
at the Ascension, His physical appearances stop alto-
gether when He leaves us then resides in Heaven.

The separation caused by Jesus’ Ascension requires a
different relationship, for with Jesus safely returned to
Heaven he cannot be seen in the same way as when he
was still on earth. Our following Jesus after the Ascen-
sion need greater trust and a purer faith.

As we progress through the Easter season, the
readings and liturgy therefore ask us to change our
spiritual focus in ways that help our faith develop and
grow. They are designed to suggest a faith that can cope
with a Jesus who lives in Heaven and cannot be seen
here on earth.

Wishing all of you a profound and delightful growth in
faith as we explore our relationship with God through
the Risen Christ:

PAUL
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Christian baptism

I[sabella Rose Briscall ~Sunday 10 April
Alexis Johnson Sunday 17 April
Edare Cadette Saturday 23 April

Christian wedding
Melissa Evans and Tony Pole on Saturday 23 April at Waterhead Church.

at Waterhead Church
at St Barnabas Church
at St Barnabas Church

Burial of ashes
John and Murial Heap, on Sunday 3 April in the ashes garden at
Waterhead Church.

Datesiforyourdiaky,

Thursday 26 May 11:00 am: service for Ascension Day in the Church.
Saturday 21 May 7:00 pm: Quiz in the Parish Hall.

Friday 27 May  7:00 pm: The Delph Band play in Moorside Church.
Tickets cost £5.

Sunday 12 June 11:00 am: Trinity Sunday. The Bishop of Manchester
will lead a special service to celebrate the 175th
anniversary of consecration of our Church.

Sunday 10 July  3:00 pm: Lay Reader licensing. Lucy Reilly will be
licenced at a special service in Manchester Cathedral.

God’s time is always near. He set the North Star in
the heavens; He gave us
the strength in our limbs; He meant we should be

free.
Harriet Tubman

BiblelreadingsifoMay,

Sunday 1 May

Third Sunday of Easter
First: Acts 9:1-6

Epistle: Revelation 5:11-14
Gospel: John 21:1-19

Sunday 15 May

Fifth Sunday of Easter

First: Acts 11:1-18
Epistle: Revelation 21:1-6
Gospel: John 13:31-35

Thursday 26 May

Ascension Day

First: Acts 1:1-11

Epistle: Ephesians 1:15-end
Gospel: Luke 24:44-end

Sunday 8 May

Fourth Sunday of Easter
First: Acts 9:36-end

Epistle: Revelation 7:9-end
Gospel: John 10:22-30

Sunday 22 May

Sixth Sunday of Easter

First: Acts 16:9-15
Epistle: Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5
Gospel: John 5:1-9

Sunday 29 May

Seventh Sunday of Easter
First: Acts 16:16-34

Epistle: Revelation 22:12-14
Gospel: John 17:20-end

Later in life, Jonah took up boating.
(with apologies to Jonah 1-4)



Aholyjpeaple

Not just the lampstands but the dustpans
Are holy;

Not just the bold but the bashful

Are his.

Not just the generous giver,

But the mean miser

Wanting to follow

Belongs in the kingdom,

Learning to grow.

The saints are all sinners

Bought at a price,

In this new temple

Given a place:

Living stones

Of flesh and bone,

Coming home. Sarah Wilding

BrayeHofithelmonth

Asking for faith

‘I believe; help my unbelief!’

This short prayer was said by a man who approached Jesus, asking
him to heal his son. The boy probably had a medical condition such
as epilepsy which put the boy in danger and caused the family great
distress. St Mark tells the full story in his Gospel (Mark 9:11-29).

It may be significant that St Mark places it in this part of his Gospel
because a great many other stories occur around the same position,
and all of them are designed to help us develop a more realistic view
of who Jesus is.

The man who prayed these words had approached Jesus asking for
a miracle—in effect, he was asking Jesus to intervene and change
things. In seeking Jesus’ help, the man was saying that he found the
situation difficult and could not cope. He was therefore starting from
a position of truth. He also had faith because he was saying that Jesus
was able to cause the change he wanted.

The key to understanding the story is to realise that the man
already had faith but he wanted that faith to grow and develop. We
can pray this same pray for the same reason. Our faith, however weak
or strong, can always grow, develop, and mature.



WHAT IMPACT DOES DRINKING

BOTTLED WATER

HAUE ON THE ENVIRONMENT?

For every 1 litre of bottled water in
your local supermarket, 3 litres have
been used to make and ship it to you.

Fill up your

bottle with oil By consuming bottled

to a fifth of its water you are contributing
capacity to to killing over 1 million sea birds
witness how much and 100,000 mammals annually,
oil is used in who die by ingesting or becoming

manufacturing the trapped in plastic waste.
bottle and

shipping it to you!

Unless it has been
incinerated, every piece of

plastic ever made still exists;
Reason? Plastic takes over...
il g
plastic water bottles are £1 or €1 per 50 cl bottle, compared

Bottled water is commonly more ? ng n ﬁng
consumed annually in the US to petrol and Diesel at £1.40 or €1.40

Over 70 billion single use expensive than petrol or diesel, at
and Europe alone. per litre! =\

*Source: National Geographic

Help reduce plastic waste and preserve natural resources by
using a Water-to-Go reusable bottle and filter!

Get the taste and convenience of bottled water at a fraction of the '”“m
costs, where you are certain of the quality by filtering it yourself.

Whenever we think of the Genesis account of creation
we tend to forget our connection to the earth and
our environment. Perhaps it's a natural reaction;

or perhaps it’s a sign of our arrogance, that we

tend:to overemphasise our creation ‘in the

PESSLS

image and likeness of God’ (Genesis 1:26)

_andioverlook our creation from the dirt

‘Sorry! [ know it’s been a while since my last offering ...



This prayer comes from an ancient book called the Didache (which is
Greek for ‘teaching’). Its name is pronounced something between
did-a-key or did-a-kay.

The Didache probably dates from about the year 100 AD and is
therefore older than some parts of the New Testament. Many early
Church writers thought the Didache should have been included in our
New Testament, maybe because a tiny number of Jesus’ disciples were
still alive when it was written and because the Didache preserves
otherwise unknown traditions about Jesus.

The Didache gives a series of instructions on how to live the
Christian life and was probably written by Jewish Christians to teach
converts. Blessing before sharing a meal of bread and wine among its
members was central to the Christian tradition when Christianity was
only just beginning. Perhaps that’s why, in the middle in what today we
call the Didache’s Chapters 9 and 10, is a short liturgy for blessing a
meal celebrated by a Christian community.

This liturgical meal was probably celebrated in much the same way
as our Eucharist, but it would have occurred as a liturgy among
believers assembled outside or in a house—perhaps in a similar
manner to celebrating a ‘home communion’ today when someone is
poorly or housebound. But distinctions between churches and house
services were slight: all worship occurred in private homes or open air
at that time because Christians were usually excluded from the Jewish
Synagogues and no purpose-built churches then existed.

The liturgy in the Didache looks very similar to the blessings of a
Sabbath meal celebrated by Jewish people, which helps emphasise that
Jesus was Jewish and Christianity came from within a Jewish tradition.

This prayer uses poetry to explain how Christian believers are inter-
connected in a spiritual sense. It also helps explain why we call this
special meal Holy Communion—we commune together by eating
together.

St Paul uses the phrase ‘body of Christ’ for the bread that is conse-
crated and distributed during a service of Holy Communion, but he uses
the same words more often when he means a collection of Christians.
We come together much as a human body combines arms and legs,
glands and organs. And eating and drinking at a service of Holy Comm-
union is one way by which God helps us as Christians to express that

unity.

mhel

This sentence is sometimes said when the bread and wine are presented
at the altar, half way through a service of Holy Communion.

As the grain once scattered in the fields

and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside

are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,

s0, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together
from the corners of the earth

into your kingdom. T -
All  Amen. ™




These two Jewish prayers are interconnected and pre-
date Christianity by several hundred years.

It was an ancient Jewish practice to thank God all
through the day using a formula known as the Berakah—
a word meaning ‘blessing’. A devout Jew was expected to
say at least a hundred Berakah prayers each day.

A Berakah prayer typically began, ‘Blessed are You,
Lord God, King of the universe’. The person praying the
Berakah then went on to thank God for something
specific. For example, before a meal the person praying
would say something like, ‘... who brings forth bread from
the earth’. After the meal, they would say something like,
‘... who feeds us all’.

At the feeding of the five thousand, Scripture tells us
that Jesus took the bread and blessed it. The words we use
today would be the same blessing Jesus spoke before that
miracle and, at the Last Supper. Likewise, the priest often
says the same blessing before the Eucharist.

Similarly, Jesus prayed over wine. He could have used
exactly these same words of blessing at both the Last
Supper and before the miracle when he multiplied wine at
a wedding in Cana (as described in John chapter 2). And
the priest repeats this same kind of blessing that Jesus
used when lifting the chalice of wine.

By rehearsing these ancient prayers, we start to live
inside their sacred words and they live inside us. In this
way, they link our Eucharist with the daily lives of Jesus
and his disciples.

Blessingsfatithejtable

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:

through your goodness we have this bread to set before you,
which earth has given and human hands have made.

It will become for us the bread of life.

All Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:

through your goodness we have this wine to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.

It will become for us the cup of salvation.

All Blessed be God for ever.
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The author Jeremiah was one of the four major prophets
of the Old Testament. The historical parts of his book give
detailed accounts of his external life and probably derive
from an eye witness—maybe his pupil Baruch.

The meaning of the name ‘Jeremiah’ is uncertain: sugg-
estions include ‘The Lord establishes’ and ‘The Lord exalts.’
His prophecies give an insight into his inner life and, by
reason of their subjective quality explain his character and
inward struggles. He was a gentle man and longed for the
peace and happiness of his people; instead, he was told to
prophesy its destruction and then witness it.

Jeremiah was often considered a prophet of doom,
which is why he attracted so few friends. He was also timid
by nature (1:6), and over-prone to self-analysis and self-
criticism (10:24). God told him not to marry or have
children because He, God, would do away with the next
generation (16:1-4). Jeremiah was scorned by the people
to whom he preached: he was arrested, beaten, and left in
a pit. He was eventually exiled to Egypt, where he died: an
old Jewish tradition says he was stoned to death there
(Hebrews 11:37).

Jeremiah was a member of the priestly household of Hil-
kiah and his hometown was Anathoth (1:1). His prophetic
ministry began in 626 BC and ended after 586 Bc. His min-
istry was immediately preceded by the prophet Zephaniah.
Habakkuk was a contemporary, and Obadiah may also have
been. Ezekiel might have been a late contemporary.

According to other Jewish traditions, Jeremiah was also
the author of the Book of Lamentations, a sorrowful
account of the destruction of Jerusalem.

Historical background Jeremiah lived at a time of deep
upheaval in Jewish history, most significantly the des-
truction of the First Temple in 586 BC and the exile of the
Jewish people to Babylonia.

For more information, please go to:
https://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article /jeremiah-prophet-

of-judgment-and-of-hope/

https://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/8586-jeremiah

Jeremiah began prophesying in Judah halfway through
the reign of Josiah (640-609 BC) and continued
throughout the reigns of Jehoahaz (609), Jehoiakim (609-
598), Jehoiachin (598-597) and Zedekiah (597-586). It
was a stressful, stormy period as the smaller states of
western Asia were often used as pawns in the power
plays of the imperial giants Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon.

God commissioned Jeremiah to be a prophet in the
same year that Nabopolassar (the founder of the Baby-
lonian empire) began his rule in 626 BC. Soon after
Assyria’s capital Nineveh fell under a coalition of Baby-
lonians and Medes in 612, King Josiah of Judah made the
mistake of intervening and was killed (2 Chronicles
35:20-24). Jeremiah, who had found a kindred spirit in
this godly king, lamented Josiah’s death (see 2 Ch 35:25).

Jeremiah'’s vision The book’s vision is often character-
ised by hope. It repeatedly promises that returning to
God would lead to divine blessings and that God will
ultimately honour his covenant with the Jewish people. In
one of its most famous passages, the prophet buys a field
as the armies of Babylon are laying siege to Jerusalem, a
gesture that has come to represent hope in God'’s faithful-
ness to his people. The later chapters of the Book of
Jeremiah repeatedly reiterate God’s promise to redeem
the people of Israel and restore them to their ancient land.
Jeremiah also seems to predict Pentecost, and says,
‘This is the covenant that [ will make with the house of
Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will
be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall
they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the
Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them
to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more’ (31:31-34).

lihelbooldof)eremiah


https://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/jeremiah-prophet-of-judgment-and-of-hope/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/jeremiah-prophet-of-judgment-and-of-hope/
https://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/8586-jeremiah
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NamingiChristianifestivals

We often give the name ‘festival’ to the major occasions in the church
year. In the past, the Church called them ‘Feast Days’ because people
ate meat when it was otherwise too expensive.

It is very common to add the syllable ‘-tide’ to the name of a season
named after a Christian festival. For example,

o Christmastide is the time between Christmas Day and Epiphany.

¢ Eastertide is the period of forty days between Easter and Ascension
Day.

¢ Petertide is the weekend immediately following St Peter’s Day (on
29 June). Many people are ordained as a deacon or priest during
Petertide.

The Church is continually adding new events and therefore ‘~tides’ to
its calendar. The most recent addition is ‘creationtide’, when we
consider and respond to matters of ecology.

In the context of church festivals and holy days, it is also common to
speak of an ‘octave’, which means the eight days that start with a
particular holy day. For example, the octave of Easter are the eight days
bounded by Easter Day and the following Sunday.

Frem e @rdhand paridh

Congratulations to the following the Annual Parochial Church meeting

held on Sunday 3 April:

Church Wardens Val Crane and John Wolstencroft
Church Secretary Zoe Liles

Church Treasurer Vicky Heaton

The wise (but, today, confused) man builds his rock upon a house.
(with apologies to Matthew 7:24-27)



Harriet Tubman was born to enslaved parents, probably in March 1822, in
Maryland in the southern United States. Her family were slaves and ‘owned’ by
Mary Pattison Brodess (and, later, her son Edward). She was first hired out to
work at the age of five, initially serving as a nursemaid and later as a field hand,
a cook, and a woodcutter. When she was about 12 years old, she refused to help
an overseer punish another enslaved person and she suffered a severe head
injury. It affected her health for the rest of her life, often in the form of seizures.
She also received permanent emotional and physical scars.

Harriet’s family was large—she was one of nine children—but three siblings
were sold when she was young, so she never knew them. When a trader from
Georgia returned to buy the youngest child, Harriet's mother hid the young boy
for a month and the sale was abandoned. It was this event that started her belief
in the possibilities of resistance.

Harriet began experiencing visions and vivid dreams, which she saw as
coming from God, and soon developed a deeply-held faith. The family were
strong Methodists. Harriet was illiterate and learnt Bible stories from her
mother, but rejected the New Testament teaching that told slaves to be obedient.
Instead, she sought guidance in the Old Testament tales of deliverance.

In about 1844, Harriett married a free African-American man, John Tubman.
The marriage was complicated by her status as a slave and did not work.

Her owner began selling the estate and so Harriet herself escaped. She
returned to lead her brothers to freedom. They made their way to Philadelphia
in the north which by then did not permit slavery.

Having shown that freedom was possible, she became the effective leader of
the ‘Underground Railroad’—a secret movement to help slaves escape to
freedom. She usually travelled at night and usually in the spring or autumn when
the days were shorter. It was dangerous. She carried a gun and often drugged
babies and young children to prevent slave catchers from hearing their cries.

Harriet found new ways to fight slavery when the American Civil War broke

More information
https://www.history.com/news/harriet-tubman-combahee-ferry-raid-civil-war

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Harriet-Tubman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harriet_ Tubman
https://kids.kiddle.co/Harriet_ Tubman

outin 1861. She became a secret agent and she was known as the ‘black
ghost” She used spirituals and songs as coded messages for her
followers. She was also inventive, devising various strategies to better
ensure success. It has been said that she never lost a fugitive she was
leading to freedom and became known as the ‘Moses of her people’. She
was the first black woman to ever lead an American mission during the
American Civil War. In all, she helped release about 700 slaves, usually
showing remarkable physical bravery. All was covered in prayer: she
said, ‘1 ask of my Heavenly Father, that when the last trump sounds, and
my name is called, I may stand close by your side, to answer to the call.’

After the American Civil War, when slavery was abolished, Harriet
settled. At the turn of the twentieth century, she became involved with
the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in Auburn, New York, taking
in orphans and the
elderly, a practice
that resulted in the
Harriet ~ Tubman
Home for Indigent
Aged Negroes. She
also became in-
volved in causes
such as women'’s
suffrage—all of it
motivated by her
love of God.

Harriet died on
10 March 1913.

Harkriet Tubman



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revelation
https://www.history.com/news/harriet-tubman-combahee-ferry-raid-civil-war
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Harriet-Tubman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harriet_Tubman
https://kids.kiddle.co/Harriet_Tubman

To say that I am made in the image of God is to say that love is
the reason for my existence, for God is love. Love is my true
identity. Selflessness is my true self. Love is my true character.
Love is my name.

If, therefore, I do anything or think anything or say anything of
know anything that is not purely for the love of God, I cannot
give me peace, or rest, or fulfilment, or joy.

To find love I must enter the sanctuary where it is hidden,
which is the mystery of God.

Thomas Merton

The light here may appear to be only the bits
between the areas of darkness but in fact it's the
light that we actually see. In the same way, we
often notice God and His work as a contrast
against the dark.

We saw his light break through the cloud of glory
Whilst we were rooted still in time and place

As earth became a part of Heaven’s story

And heaven opened to his human face.

We saw him go and yet we were not parted

He took us with him to the heart of things

The heart that broke for all the broken-hearted
Is whole and Heaven-centred now, and sings,

Sings in the strength that rises out of weakness,

Sings through the clouds that veil him from our sight,
Whilst we our selves become his clouds of witness
And sing the waning darkness into light,

His light in us, and ours in him concealed,

Which all creation waits to see revealed. Malcolm Guite

A'scension

The Church celebrates
Ascension Day on
Thursday 26 May.

© The Revd Dr Malcolm Guite
and used here with permission and is
reproduced from https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com


https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/
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Abuna Gebre Mikael church, Gheralta mountains, Ethiopia

This incredible structure seems to demolish any idea of a ‘church’ being a simple
physical shell in which worship occurs. This place is excavated from a living rock. In
the same way a genuine faith is not an overcoat of belief but a costly structure built,
dug, decorated—discovered, even—and then inhabited.

Didiyoulkinow;

Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win it. Athletes
exercise self-control in all things; they do it to receive a perishable
garland, but we an imperishable one. 1 Corinthians 9:24-5

St Paul lived in the Greek city of Corinth during the years 50 and 51 AD
(Acts 18:12 allows us to date his time there). He earned his living there
as a tentmaker (Acts 18:1-3), which would have allowed him much
trade because Corinth was a major seaport.

Those taking passage on a ship would buy or hire a small tent to
protect them from the sun and sea spray while on board, and to shelter
them when they camped at night on a lonely beach. Making tents with
leather required skill if they were to be draughtproof and watertight.

Corinth was also the host site for the Isthmus Games, which were
second in importance only to the Olympic Games. All visitors to the
Isthmus Games lived in tents surrounding the gaming arena while
shopkeepers sold their wares in their midst. Ancient records tell us the
Isthmus Games were celebrated in the spring of 51 AD which clearly
coincides with part of St Paul’s ministry in Corinth: it suggests he could
have attended some or much of these games as a repairer of the leather
tents used by spectators and athletes—a lucrative side-line.

The Isthmus Games must have made a very big impression on Paul
because he included so many sporting metaphors in the letters
he wrote back to the Church he had founded in Corinth.
For example, he thinks of wrestling and boxing in
both 1 Corinthians 9:26 and 2 Corinthians 4:8,9; :
he mentions running in 1 Corinthians 9:24-5; and
he describes winning a victor’s crown in his famous
passage in 1 Corinthians 9:25.




ReferringitojpartsiofithelBible;

Chapter numbers are usually
written in very big type

The name of the book

Z

hn the Baptist Prepares the Way
1The beginning of the good news
about Jesus the Messiah, the Son
of God, ?as it is written in Isaiah
the prophet:
“I will send my messenger ahead
of you, who will prepare your
way”’—
*“a voice of one calling in the
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for
the Lord, make straight paths for
him.””
“And so John the Baptist appeared in
the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
sThe whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem went out to
him. Confessing their sins, they were
baptized by him in the Jordan River.

sJohn wore clothing made of
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild
honey. "And this was his message:
“After me comes the one more
powerful than I, the straps of whose
sandals | am not worthy to stoop down
and untie. ®1 baptize you with water,
but he will baptise you with the
Holy Spirit.”

The Baptism and Testing of Jesus

JAt that time Jesus came from
azareth in Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. *Just as Jesus
was coming up out of the water, he
saw heaven being torn open and the
Spirit descending on him like a dove.
“And a voice came from heaven:
“You are my Son, whom I love; with

The Gospel AccordingA0
MARK

you I am well pleased.”

2 At once the Spirit sent him
out into the wilderness, #and he
was in the wilderness forty days,
being tempted by Satan. He was
with the wild animals, and angels
attended him.

Jesus Announces the Good News
“After John was put in prison,
Jesus went into  Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of
God. ®*“The time has come,” he
said. “The kingdom of God has
come near. Repent and believe
the good news!”

Jesus Calls His First Disciples
©As Jesus walked beside the Sea
of Galilee, he saw Simon and his
brother Andrew casting a net into
the lake, for they were fishermen.
7“Come, follow me,” Jesus
said, “and I will send you out to
fish for people.” *At once they
left their nets and followed him.
*When he hag gone a little

inthe hoat with Jhe hired men and
foltowed him.

Jesu§ Dlives Qlit an Impure Spirit
2They went tb Capernaum, and

Sapbath came, Jesus
went tlle synagogue and
beg ach. 2The people were

Some bits in modern Bibles are not
original: these headings were added by
modern scholars or editors. They are
generally written in bold type.

AN\

Verse numbers are always written
in tiny text. The number appears

at the start of the verse.

The Bible is so long that
it would be impossible
to memorise all of it.

So we sub-divide it

into ‘chunks’ of three
progressively smaller

sizes: we speak of books, chapters and verses.

EXERCISE

For each of the following, underline the Bible verse cited in red print.

Matthew 6:21 1° Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 2° But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2! For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Luke 12:25 22 Jesus said, “Do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you
will wear. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 2* Consider the ravens: They do
not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you
are than birds! 2> Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26 Since you cannot do this
very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?

Psalm 41:1 ! Blessed are those who have regard for the weak; the Lord delivers them in times of trouble.
2The Lord protects and preserves them— they are counted among the blessed in the land— he does not
give them over to the desire of their foes.3 The Lord sustains them on their sickbed and restores them
from their bed of illness.

Genesis 1:3 ' In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2Now the earth was formless and
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

3 And God said, ‘Let there be light’, and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light ‘day,” and the darkness he called ‘night’. And
there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.

Look at the following passage from the Christmas story. It’s from St Luke’s Gospel:

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of
Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.

We describe the bit in blue as Luke 2:3.
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_ Sundaes
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Tel: 07747 441785
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NICK ACTON

Painter and decorator P\

Specialising in: .
e Interior and exterior painting and decorating
e Coving, dado, and picture-rail fitting

e Hanging all types of wall covering

e Domestic, commercial, industrial
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Clean quality : craftsmanship

(07721) 527 850 (daytime)
(0161) 678 1078 (evening)

abp1968@hotmail.co.uk
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14 April 2022 Two specks in the sky approaching Strinesdale from the
direction of Moorside grow larger—each a floating angular bundle with
slender tail feathers just visible. With consummate grace they bank to one
side and flap away. They have a lot to do. Spring is here and the swallows
have arrived.

The original stone walls of the area were constructed to a very high
standard and are still beautiful to look at and must provide shelter for a
wide range of birds, insects, mammals, spiders and all the rest. | watched as
a wren repeatedly dragged nest material into an aperture much smaller
than itself. The tight squeeze was not a problem and since the surface of the

wall was
draped in

moss the
I bird had
only a few

inches to
travel to gather it by the beak-ful. The sometimes startlingly loud chattering
song of the wren is a welcome feature of quiet woodland, the whole bird
quivering with the effort.

19 April 2022 A crisp and cool morning, sunlit. As [ was investigating a
pond for tadpoles a hitherto concealed moorhen gave a warning cry. This
parent bird was defending newly hatched chicks, jet black, fluffy and little
bigger than tennis balls. I watched as two of them paddled hard for the
safety of aquatic vegetation, wondering however any of them survive at all.

Garden daffodils and tulips bring a lot of pleasure in springtime but
quieter plants have great appeal also. Having failed with bought corms I
have established from seed a colony of snakes-head fritillaries. The locally
gathered fresh seeds germinated readily and after being grown on for a year
the whole potful was planted out in one place with no attempt made to
separate the seedlings. After a further three years growth they are flower-
ing well and self-seeding. Dusky maroon or greenish white bells patterned
with chequered markings hang suspended from grey grass-like foliage.
Snakes- heads have long fascinated botanists, being irregular in their wild
distribution, and much scholarship has been applied to try to determine
whether they are a native species or an introduction from Europe. They
have heen varionclv descrihed as enltrv. snakev or clishtlv cinister hut

bring a touch of distinctiveness to an odd corner of the garden.

The foraging movement has drawn attention to the edible nature of
many wild plants, wild garlic being a popular example. We have growing
in the churchyard a Mediterranean garlic species called three-cornered
leek. This bears dainty white flowers and powerfully onion flavoured
grassy leaves. The flower stems are triangular in cross-section, hence the
name. All parts of the plant are said to be edible and good when chopped
and fried in butter. The plant is so aggressively invasive that it is an
offence to plant it in a wild situation.

Snakes-head
fritillary
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Eva Buckley died this day 1976. Our memory of you is like the
heart of a rose. The longer it lives, the sweeter it grows.

Frank Kirkpatrick died 1993 age 80 years. ‘Loved and
remembered always.’

Thomas Metcalf Pollard died 1933. “TREASURED MEMORIES.’
James Harrison Fitton Born 15 September 1912, died this day
1988.

Jack Battersby A beloved husband, dad, grandad and father-in-
law, died this day 1997. Loved and Remembered Every day.
Norman John Taylor died this day 2002. Never more than a
thought away. Loved and remembered every day.

Frank Feber died this day 1979. BELOVED BY ALL.

Roger Wynn died 1996 aged 49 years. Only a thought away —
affectionately Remembered.

Albert Feber died this day 1945 CONSISTENTLY STEADFAST
Phyllis Wrigley Born 19 August 1909, died this day 1982.
Loved and remembered always: Peter.

Frank Hanson died 1994. ‘Loved and remembered always.’
Joseph Henry Nicholson died 1986. Remembered as a Loving
Father and Grandad - Loved and missed.

William Woodworth died this day 1991, his 38th birthday. In
loving memory of a dear Godfather and very special friend.
‘Sadly missed.’

Thomas Huttley A faithful servant of the church for many
years, died 1995. Lovingly appreciated by his family.

Birthday memories of Betty Wadsworth. A loving mother, a
devoted grandmother and a true friend, gone from our lives but
not from our hearts.

Fred Adams died this day 1995. ‘Loved and Remembered Every
Day.’

James Edward Tattersall Wrigley was buried on this day
1990.
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I rl n It - Recycling an ancient church doorway
B | This view is not just an architectural timeline. It's a visual metaphor for
WATERH EAD B | the way we interpret Jesus when he say, 'l am the gate'. The way we walk

% through a gate depends on the way we see and perceive it ... we use a
different walk for different gates.

Said Eucharist
Thursday 26 May at11:00 am

holytrinitywaterhead.co.uk
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(Independent Funeral Director)

24 Hour Dignified Personal
Attention Throughout The Difficul
Time of Bereavement

Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available
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Contact Mr. Darren M. Clark
for more details

151/153 St John Street . Lees . Oldham

Tel: 0161 624 1023




