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Sunday 11:00am Parish Worship
Wednesday 7:00 pm Family Communion

Baptisms and marriages by arrangement with the Vicar.

Please submit items for the Jnly 2021 magazine by 15 June. You
can e-mail files to paulmonk111@gmail.com

People &t Roly Trinity Chureh

Revd Dr Paul Monk
St Barnabas’ Vicarage, Arundel Street, Oldham OL41NL
T: (0161) 624 7708 and E: paulmonkim@gmail.com

Assistant Curates

The Revd Denise Owen (Vicar of St Thomas’ Church Moorside)
Tel: (0161) 6520292 and E: therevd.dowen@yahoo.co.uk
The Revd Jane Hyde

Tel:(07734) 886893 and E: janehydeio@hotmail.com
Wardens

Val Crane (0161) 628 4977

John Wolstencroft (0161) 620 2401

Readers

Rosie Kingham (0161) 652 4265

Organist Rosie Kingham (0161) 652 4265
Church Secretary LynneSchofield (07804) 094 457
Church Treasurer Vicky Heaton (07906) 077 058
Gift-aid Secretary Vicky Heaton (07906) 077 058
Parish Hall Manager Naomi Parkes (07907) 410 606
Sunday School Yolanda Ryder

Rainbows Sarah Wilson and Natalie Morris
Brownies Val Lees and Moira Belcher

Guides Karen and Lisa Cannon

Beavers and Cubs Lee Thompson (07907) 907354

Scouts Mark Dickinson  (07976) 666 512

PetterfromithelVicak

At the end of May, the Church calendar celebrated
the great festival of Trinity Sunday. We then
entered the Church’s longest season of Trinity.

Each of the Church’s seasons has its own focus.
The Bible readings during Trinity season teach us
about God. They start with the nature of God Him-
self—He is holy; He is a Trinity—and then move
toward responses to Him. We learn what faith and
its commitments entail. We learn how to be a dis-
ciple. Trinity season is therefore a bit like a syllabus
of how to be a Christian.

The Church sometimes calls the Sundays of Trinity
‘ordinary time.” This odd name suggests that while
some days in the calendar are special (obvious
examples include Christmas, Easter, and Trinity
itself), our worship on other days of the year can be
simpler.

Worship always means giving worth to an infinite
God. That's why worship that is genuine can never
operate in ‘maintenance mode.” While the nature
and style of our worship can vary, ‘simple’ can never
be allowed to mean ‘cheap’.

True worship must centre on God, but during
ordinary time we are also encouraged to look more
at ourselves than at other times of the Church year.
We do so in order to work out how to do things
better and discover what is holding us back.

Pure worship with God at its centre evokes
responses. If we get it right, we think of God’s love,
power, and transcendence. We need to ask ques-
tions whenever our worship does not evoke these
qualities. Ordinary time is therefore a good oppor-
tunity to look at ordinary people—us—to uncover
the ways in which our interactions with God help us
to become extraordinary, to become holy.

Wichino von everv hleccino ac we learn tn warchin
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We recently removed the remainder of the choir pews in the chancel to deal with Sunday 30 May Sunday 6 June

dry rot. (The main pews were destroyed in 2007 when part of the roof collapsed Trinity Trinity 1

on them.) . . . .
First: [saiah 6:1-8 First: G 3:8-15

We found an old expanse of stencil work. When built in 1847, the chancel at Elrisstles-i;?)mans 8:12-17 Elrisstle-e;(éi)l: 4:13—5:1

the front was a gaudy display of coloured abstract designs. All of it was painted Ggs el: John 3_1_1'7 Ggs el: Mark 3'.20—en(.i

by hand. The idea was attracting the eye of worshippers to the front of the pek ' pet '

Church and thereby helping the congregation to participate in the service. Sunday 13 June Sunday 20 June
Trinity 2 Trinity 3
First: Ezekiel 17:22-24 First: Job 38:1-11
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10; 14-17 Epistle: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 Gospel: Mark 4:35-41
Sunday 27 June Sunday 4 July
Trinity 4 Trinity 5
First: Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24 First: Ezekiel 2:1-5
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 Epistle: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Gospel: Mark 5:21-43 Gospel: Mark 6:1-13

Above The Victorian stencil work on the left-
hand side of the chancel. It’s the only known

Love one another
Victorian stencil work to remain in an Oldham o
Church. We are currently taking advice on how lieca‘use love 1 Of G’Od.

to preserve this priceless heritage.

Left The chancel as it appeared about twenty
years after the Church opened. This undated
photo was taken in or after 1867. Notice the
stencil work and a verse from the Bible over
the high chancel arch.

1 John 4:7
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e Instead of using insecticide on your roses and other annuals

in the garden, use dilute washing-up liquid to remove bugs.

e Instead of running more water, use the leftover washing-up
water to water the plants outside.

e Rather than using a dryer for the clothes, put them outside
(when the weather is good!)

‘

Didiyoullknow;

Jesus said, ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how
can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is
thrown out and trampled under foot.” (Matthew 5:13)

Table salt is a simple chemical called sodium chloride. It's responsible
for the salty taste of, for example, the sea. No other chemical tastes
quite like salt: other, similar, compounds formed from sodium chloride
can never taste as salt does. So how can salt lose its saltiness?

Salt was a valuable commodity in Palestine during Roman times, so
we know a lot about its production: salt came from two sources,
either from salt mines or by evaporating salt-containing water. Rock
saltis quite pure and in Roman times was more precious than salt from
the evaporators. It was ground into small lumps 1-3 mm across. Most
of the salt used, however, was the cheaper evaporated material.
Production of evaporated salt was as follows: the water at the edge of
a lake was sectioned off, leaving a wide but shallow pool. The water
would soon evaporate in the warmth of the sun to leave an off-white
powdery solid. This ‘salt’ was very impure and contained many other
substances such as chalk and sand. Water from the dead sea also
contains gypsum. The crude material could be used as produced, or it
could be purified by dissolving it in a small quantity of pure water.
Impurities being less soluble, would remain solid while the salt
dissolved. The second stage of purification was thus a simple process
of filtration followed by a second evaporation. This purified salt was
almost as pure as rock salt.

Most poor people (and therefore most of Jesus’ audience) would
have used the cheaper, impure salt. If this salt was stored in a damp
place then the soluble (real) salt would leach from
the powder leaving behind the less-soluble
impurities. Although looking like the real
thing, this salt-free ‘salt’ would thus have
lost its saltiness. This white powdery

taste and only a slight preservative
ability, and would have to be thrown
away.



Collect for Saints Peter and Paul

Lord of the broken Church,

whose chosen foundations

are marked by faultlines:

we thank you for the grace

that took the denier and the persecutor

and made them witnesses

to your liberating gifts;

through Jesus Christ, who sets the prisoner free.
Amen.

Collect from Prayers for the Inclusive Church
by Steven Shakespeare

Saints Peter and Paul

The Church remembers Saints Peter and Paul on 29 June.

Peter has often been called the ‘Prince of the Apostles’
because of Jesus’ words when re-naming him, changing his
name from Simon to Cephas—‘on you I will build my
Church’. When saying these words, Jesus used an Aramaic
form of the Greek word Peter, which means 'rock'.

Paul’s name also changed when he became a disciple: he
was Saul but became Paul.

Both Peter and Paul came to be seen as having different
roles to play within the leadership of the Church: Peter in
witnessing to the Lordship of Christ and Paul in developing
an understanding of its meaning for Christ’s followers.

In some histories, Paul and Peter were martyred on the
same day in Rome in about the year 64 AD. Since the very
early days of the Church, Peter and Paul have been remem-
bered together.

Frem e RParidh Resfisic

Christian wedding

Saturday 29 May Jason Highway and Leah Bramwell
at Waterhead Church.

Christian funerals

Friday 14 May Jean Sellers

Tuesday 25 May Margaret Smith

Both funeral services occurred in
Oldham Crematorium.



From the earliest days, the Church has sung the Sanctus and
Benedictus together, one after the other during a service of Holy
Communion. They appear after the so-called Eucharistic Preface
when the priest encourages the congregation to, ‘Lift up your
hearts!’

The Sanctus comprises the first four lines of this ancient hymn. It
starts with the words, ‘holy, holy, holy’, where the Latin word for
‘holy’ is Sanctus. This part of the hymn re-expresses the song of the
Seraphim witnessed by the Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1-3):

I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty ...
Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And
one called to another and said:

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory.’

The Sanctus therefore reiterates the holiness of God,

The Sanctus is best regarded as a continuation of the Eucharistic
Preface which refers to singing angels and archangels. Placing the
Sanctus after these words suggest that angelic voices accompany
our singing at this point in the service.

Sanctusfand|Bened

We call the last two lines of this hymn the Benedictus. The word
Benedictus is Latin for ‘blessed’. This second part echoes the song of
the crowds who welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, as
recorded in Mark 11:9-10. They also form part of a prophecy from
Psalm 118:26a.

Placing the Benedictus straight after the Sanctus implies our singing
with the angels leads seamlessly into the congregation welcoming
Jesus. In a sacramental sense, Jesus does indeed arrive because the
prayer invoking God the Spirit occurs after singing this hymn.




The Book of Obadiah is the shortest book in the Hebrew Bible and comprises a
mere 21 verses.

The prophet’s name means ‘Worshipper of God’, and is pronounced in
ancient Hebrew as ‘Ovadyahu and in Modern Hebrew as Ovadyah ‘Slave of God’.

Christians and Jews both attribute the book to a prophet who named himself
in the first verse as ‘Obadiah’. We know almost nothing about Obadiah the man.
He may be the same Obadiah who was the servant of Ahab (1 Kings 18:3,4),
but few modern scholars hold this view. Historical ambiguities in the text
makes it difficult to date his ministry, but the prophecy itself implies a time
after the Exile, so 586 BC seems a good guess. An ancient Jewish tradition said
Obadiah was a convert to Judaism from Edom. He chose to prophesy against
Edom because he had himself been an Edomite.

In the book of Obadiah, the prophet describes an encounter with God
concerning the mountain-dwelling nation of Edom. (This nation was located
south east of Israel and includes Petra, a city hewn from rocks; its southern
boundary was on the Gulf of Aqaba.)

In this encounter, God criticises Edom’s pride and arrogance, then lists its
violent actions against the sister nation of Israel: Edom refused to help Israel
in its time of need, sold the Israelites as slaves, and even abused them while
they were exiled to Babylon. The prophecy says that God will destroy Edom so
completely that no remnant will remain. Egypt will take the Edomites’ land and
the people will lose their racial identity. Its name will disappear. The children
of Israel will eventually return from their exile and possess the land of Edom.
And, in fact, Babylon did overtake Edom 100 years later. It never recovered.

In some Christian traditions, Obadiah was born in ‘Sychem’, and was one of
the soldiers sent out by Ahaziah against Elijah. According to one very old
tradition, he was buried in the Palestinian village of Sebastia (near the West
Bank), close to the site where Elisha and, later, John the Baptist were also buried.

- - _ w:-» "

in modérn -day ]ordan was hewn from the rocks of
the cllffs in: about 300 BC. :

For more information, go to:
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/obadiah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obadiah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Obadiah


https://thebibleproject.com/explore/obadiah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obadiah

The Gloria is sung during the Eucharistic service each Sunday
except during Advent and Lent. It is more properly called the
Gloria in Excelsis Deo from the Latin translation of its intro-
ductory words meaning ‘Glory to God in the highest’. We pro-
nounce this phrase as glor-ee-ah in ex-chel-sis day-oh.

The Gloria is an ancient hymn of praise addressed to each
person of the Holy Trinity in turn, although the clause about the
Holy Spirit is so short that it is seems like an afterthought. The
song also ends with a Trinitarian statement.

The text starts by recalling the words sung to God by the angels
when they appeared to the shepherds in Luke’s narrative of
Jesus’ birth:

In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flocks by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified ... And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to people of good will’. Luke 2:8-9; 13-14

The Gloria is non-biblical apart from the content about the
angels. The rest of the hymn comprises various acclamations of
praise and supplications for mercy.

The Gloria was composed over a considerable length of time
but its present form undoubtedly goes back to at least the third
century AD. It may be earlier still. It became an integral part of
most morning services (known at the time as ‘Matins’ or ‘Lauds’).

Unlike other liturgical hymns, the Gloria is sung to a very wide
variety of tunes. Modern scholars have catalogued well over two
hundred of them. The various styles employed for Gloria melodies
may reflect different worship situations. Sometimes the entire
congregation sang the Gloria, sometimes a choir, sometimes a
soloist.




One of the reasons [ chose collapses and connection to the divine or

Norfolk as my recent holiday to the past becomes profoundly close. I
destination was to visit Ely had a similar experience visiting the
Cathedral—something 1 had Sistine Chapel in Rome many years ago,

where gazing on Michelangelo’s frescoed
ceiling brought such a rush of emotion
and detachment from the world despite
the din of voices around me.

Thin places can be found anywhere,
not just in holy buildings—often un-
. expectedly. On a country walk, gazing at
the ocean, hearing and seeing the
crashing waters of a waterfall, watching
birds feeding, observing the perfect
detail of a flower in bloom, lying in long
grass looking at a cloudless sky. Jesus
found his thin places on mountains, by the
sea, in a garden, and in the wilderness;
thin places where the conditions were
perfect for conversations with his
Father.

I imagine that we have all had mom-

ents ... maybe a few seconds, or many
¢ minutes ... where we have felt partic-
# ularly close to God—our own
& experiences of being in a thin place.
! These last words belong to that great
Lakeland wanderer Alfred Wainwright
... ‘The fleeting hour of life of those who
love the hills is quickly spent, but the
hills are eternal. Always there will be the
lonely ridge, the dancing beck, the silent
forest; always there will be the
exhilaration of the summits. These are
for the seeking, and those who seek and
find while there is still time will be
e blessed both in mind and body.’

ura

long wanted to do. Unfort-

unately, due to Covid restric-

tions, the Cathedral was closed

to visitors so my friend and I

decided to attend one of the

daily Evensong services to, at

_ least, catch a glimpse of the

| interior of this magnificent
house of prayer.

You can see Ely Cathedral from
miles away across the flat @&
fenland; the sight is awesome.
No less breathrtaking is being
able to worship within its
ancient walls. Socially distanced &
chairs within, and the silence,
seemed to magnify the sacred-
ness of the place ... time to gaze
| at the beautiful vaulted ceilings
and reflect on the hands that
built it, and the thousands upon
= thousands of hands folded in

prayer over the centuries.
With the pure voices of the
girls’ choir resounding in res-

& ponse, psalm, hymn and anthem,
and the familiar words of the
service from The 1662 Book of
Common Prayer, the experience
became, for me, one of being in
a ‘thin place’.

People talk about ‘thin places’
—a Celtic term for an ancient
# idea of places where the dis-
| tance between heaven and earth

e

Revd Jane



Catherine of Alexandria is also known as Saint Catherine of the Wheel and Holy
Catherine the Great Martyr. Since the earliest days of the Church, she has been
venerated at the monastery on Mount Sinai in Palestine.

According to an extremely old tradition, she was the daughter of Constus,
governor of Alexandria in Egypt. She received a vision of the Virgin Mary with
the baby Jesus that persuaded her to become a Christian.

Catherine became a Christian at around the age of 14 and, as a result of her
piety, many hundreds of people converted to Christianity. When the Emperor
Maxentius began a persecution of Christians, she went to him and rebuked him
for his cruelty. The emperor summoned fifty pagan philosophers and orators to
dispute with her, hoping to refute her pro-Christian arguments, but Catherine
won the debate. They were amazed at her wisdom and debating skills. Many
were converted by her eloquence so, in revenge, the emperor executed them all.

Catherine herself was then tortured and imprisoned. During her imprisonment
more than two hundred people came to see her, including the emperor’s wife
Valeria Maximilla. Again, all of them converted to Christianity and were sub-
sequently martyred by the emperor. One legend suggests that when Maxentius
failed to force Catherine to yield by way of torture, he tried to win her over by
proposing marriage. Yet again she refused, saying her spouse was Jesus Christ
to whom she had consecrated her life.

The emperor was furious and condemned Catherine to death on a spiked
‘breaking wheel’: here, the victim was tied to the spokes of a large cartwheel
(later called a ‘Catherine wheel’, and the inspiration for the firework of the same
name). In her case, however, the machine broke apart, injuring many by-
standers. She was then beheaded on 24 November 305. She was 18 years of age.
The Orthodox Church today venerates her as a ‘Great Martyr’.

There is much doubt about the truth in this story. The earliest surviving
account of Catherine’s life comes around 600 years after the traditional date of

More information
https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/blog/st-catherine-alexandria
https://kids.kiddle.co/Catherine_of_Alexandria
http://www.stcatherineofalexandriachurch.com/history-of-st-
catherine.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catherine_of_Alexandria

her martyrdom. Nevertheless, she was one of the mostimportant saints
in the religious culture of the late Middle Ages and arguably considered
the most important of the virgin martyrs.

The development of her medieval cult was spurred by the alleged
rediscovery of her body around the year 800 at Mount Sinai in Egypt
on the Arabian Peninsula. St Catherine’s Monastery today remains one
of the most important in the entire area.

Her cult was first popularised in the West after crusaders returned
to Europe. A prominent pilgrim was King Edward the Confessor who
apparently went there on pilgrimage in the eleventh century.

Whatever the truth of her story, by the Middle Ages her influence
grew to immense proportions. The Church pronounced her the patron
saint of philosophical learning and, for example, soon afterwards St
Catherine’s College was founded in Cambridge University on St Cather-
ine’s feast day in 1473.

Her symbol
is the spiked |
wheel, which

has since
become known
as a ‘Catherine
wheel’


https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/blog/st-catherine-alexandria
https://kids.kiddle.co/Catherine_of_Alexandria
http://www.stcatherineofalexandriachurch.com/history-of-st-catherine.html
http://www.stcatherineofalexandriachurch.com/history-of-st-catherine.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catherine_of_Alexandria

«
s nest
Within a thick and spreading hawthorn bush

That overhung a molehill large and round,

I heard from morn to morn a merry thrush
Sing hymns to sunrise, and I drank the sound
With joy; and often, an intruding guest,

I watched her secret toil from day to day—
How true she warped the moss to form a nest,
And modelled it within with wood and clay;

And by and by, like heath-bells gilt with dew,
There lay her shining eggs, as bright as flowers,
Ink-spotted over shells of greeny blue;

And there I witnessed, in the sunny hours,

A brood of nature's minstrels chirp and fly,
Glad as the sunshine and the laughing sky.

L Ly - L, ok
L




lihelsymbolsiofithelsaints

St Peter and his keys St Martha and
Matt. 16:18-19 her cooking spoons
Luke 10:38-42

In past ages, very few people could read and even fewer could write. The
people attending Church therefore learnt the stories in the Bible from the
scenes in the strained-glass windows, paintings decorating the walls such
as frescoes, and statues.

The craftsmen who created these paintings and windows developed a
code which helped unlock the stories they wished to describe. In this
code, all the major saints had their own unique symbol—it was usually
something they held in their hands or wore as clothing. Some seem
obvious and some are quite quirky.

In this mindset, angels and saints usually appear with a halo—a wide,
brightly-lit circle of light around their heads. Some of the more common
saints are shown here with their symbols, some with a Bible verse to
explain why the symbol arose.

St Hilda of Whitby and St Joseph and
a model of the Abbey a carpentry set-square
she founded Matthew 13:55

In this space, draw the symbol you would like
people to put beside an image of you.
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Jesus said, ‘When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into
all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me
because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to
you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit
will receive from me what he will make known to you.” John 16:13-15
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el: 0161 624 3174

All our breads, pies & cakes are
tmc[itiona@ homemade & CSO GFresh... CSU C’YZTSQJ-:- 50

| fiomebaked in our very VILLAGE

own ﬁakery

499-501 Huddersfield
road OL4 2JG

Deliveries
On orders

over £8

CELEBRATION
CAKES &
CATERING FOR

ALL EVENTY

Woalfles
Crepes
Shakes

Smoothies
Hot & Cold drinks |
Eatin ! Ice Cream b
o .. Cookie Dough

. Sundaes
take away

Tel: 07747 441785

Email: sweetandsmooth@outlook.com §
499 - 501 Tudderslield Road
OL42]G

NICK ACTON -

Painter and decorator ‘

> |

N

Specialising in

e Interior and exterior painting and decorating
e Coving, dado, and picture-rail fitting

e Hanging all types of wall covering

e Domestic, commercial, industrial

Home: (0161) 287 3290 Mobile: (07811) 343 963

50 Cobden Street, Waterhead, Oldham OL4 2HU

)
s J]
|
N /
3 . ~
/' -

Competitive rates » Free quotations ¢ All work is guaranteed

Fully qualified e 25-year’s experience ¢ CSCS registered

\_

/" ANTONYBOOTH )

PLASTERING CONTRACTORS LIMITED

Domestic and Commercial
Plastering and Re-rendering

Clean quality : craftsmanship

(07721) 527 850 (daytime)
(0161) 678 1078 (evening)

abp1968@hotmail.co.uk
www.aboothplastering.com

/




140 ASHTON RD OLDHAM oL81QT

CAURONTERS OLAN

HAIR SALON

@ @headhuntersoldham
f @headhuntersoldham

Tel: 0161 624 2984
Email:headhuntersoldham®@icloud.com

/G BARLOW & SONS LTD\

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Established 1868

Union Street West, Oldham, OL8 1DQ

Telephone (0161) 624 4301
24 hours

Personal attention
Private Chapel of Rest
Funerals completely Furnished
Pre-payment plans available

‘I was parting the water just like
Moses did, but suddenly my rod
just stopped working ...

T: 0161 620 9162
497 Huddersfield Road
Waterhead, Oldham
OL4 2JG

FREE MEASURE * FREE QUOTATION ¢« FREE FITTING

\\An independent family business /

IS " Harmony BLINDS (Oldham) Ltd
v" Family Run Business

v' Friendly & Reliable

v Made to measure on all
types of blinds

v" All Blinds Guaranteed

v' Large Choice of Fabrics

Call: 0161 626 9688
Visit our new showroom at Unit 39, The Acorn Centre, Barry Street, Oldham, OL1 3NE
OPEN: Mon - Fri 9.30 - 5.00pm Saturday 09.00 — 1.00pm
www.harmonyblindsoldham.co.uk
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On the last day of April [ was staring glumly into the well at the bottom of the

golden steps wondering what had become of the dippers usually seen in spring

flying from their nest located in the tunnel beneath the car park. Walking on I

met Ben Harrott, a remarkably dedicated young photographer and naturalist

known for his high-quality

£ calendars featuring Strines

dale wildlife. He was

lugging his camera with

unusual haste and paused

to gasp out a stream-of-consciousness which could be rendered as ‘The jays and

magpies and a crow have trashed the tawny owl nest. The sparrowhawk has
taken the smallest owlet and the other two owlets are on the ground.’

The owls had been turfed out of an old magpies nest high in a somewhat
spindly Scots pine and as Ben continued on to the R.S.P.C.A. office I could see the
owlets sitting in the leaf-litter where they looked fluffy, white and vulnerable. Ben
reported back that the R.S.P.C.A. had been helpful. They had advised that
whenever possible no intervention should be made because tawny owlets are
tough and agile. They can be fed while on the ground and a parent may inflict
serious injury in defence of them. We could hear the owlets chirping harshly,
requesting to be fed as jays screeched in the background and the adult male owl
hooted softly somewhere nearby. ‘It'll take a miracle to save ‘em,” Ben muttered
as [ walked away thinking the situation hopeless.

:- i . 7 Jack Myers
arrived on a litter-
picking sortie. Jack,
a highly practical
countryman fascin-
ated by traditional
building techniques,
has a lifelong attach-
ment to the area
and, assisted by
others, has volun-
tarily filled many
large bags with
other people’s
rubbish so far this

year. He wondered
if a ladder could be

o ]

Tawny owlet

Lee Emmott

used to return the owlets to what was left of their nest but the height
involved would prevent this and in any case the jays and magpies were
still present. Jack returned home. He thought of predatory foxes and of
dogs running loose. It was bitterly cold and a sparrowhawk had young to
feed. A rescue had to be attempted. Gathering up a rope weighted at one
end and a large garden hanging basket he returned to the downed owlets.
Acting swiftly and alone he hurled the weighted end of the rope over a
branch of the pine, fastened on the basket and scooping up the young
birds hauled them to a suitable height and secured the rope. It was not
long before a parent owl had returned to feed them again and to sit over
them protectively. Fortuitously the basket had come to rest against a
sturdy lateral branch ready for the next stage of the fast-growing owlets
development. This is known as ‘branching’ when the youngsters become
adept at walking and perching in the tree canopy while still being fed by
the parents. The once common tawny owl is now a species of conservation
concern and much background information can be found on the British
Trust for Ornithology and other websites.
Many thanks to Jack Myers for the photo.
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Thomas Bennett died this day 1962 aged 51 years.

Cyril Smith died this day 2000 aged 74. A much loved uncle.
Dearly loved and remembered always.

Fred Fletcher died 1961. Always Remembered.

Albert Smith died this day 1996 aged 86 years. ‘ALWAYS
REMEMBERED.’

Ann Robinson - Fond birthday memories of a lifetime of love
and service to her Church and Primary Sunday School. ‘Gone
from our lives but not from our hearts.’

In Loving Memory of Alice Watton 18.8.1922—11.06.2011
Will be sadly missed by all.

Clifford Fitton, died this day 2012 aged 87 years. A former
Churchwarden and member of the choir.

Neville Kershaw died this day 1993. ‘Loved and
Remembered Always.’

Derek Ralph Lomas died 1966. Remembered as a loving
Father and Grandad - Loved and Missed.

David Norton died this day 2014. A giant of a man, his family
his life’s love. Loved and missed so much.

Annie Dowd beloved wife of Alan, dear sister-in-law of
Dorothy and Ronnie, died this day 1994. ‘Remembered Always.’
Hilda Taylor died this day 1991. ‘Loved and remembered
every day.’

Alice Broadbent (nee Robinson) died 1993 aged 86 years.
‘Loved and Remembered Always.’

Henry Brooks. Beloved Father and Grandad. Died 1971. ‘Dear
Harry. Always remembered.’

The Angel was painted in 1903 by the American Abbott H Thayer (1849-1921).

Thayer was an intensely religious man. He painted a great many images of
angels. The model here was probably one of his daughters.

This modern-looking figure invites us to look differently at angels. For example,
there is no halo and the wings are implied rather than drawn. As a painter, Thayer
emphasises that she is feminine. She looks vulnerable. In fact, when the Bible des-
cribes angels it generally uses phrases like ‘men dressed in white clothing’ and never
mentions their having wings; the famous passage in Isaiah 6 describes seraphim
not angels as flying.
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