
  



  

 

  

Sunday  9:30 am  Parish Worship  
Monday 2:30 pm Prayers in the vestry 
Tuesday  10:00 am Holy Communion (said) 

 

First Tuesday of each month: Service of Holy Communion  
at Moor Haven Nursing Home on Ripponden Road,  
starting at 2:00 pm.  

Baptisms and marriages by arrangement with the Vicar.  

Please submit items for the February 2020 magazine by 15  
January. Please e-mail files to paulmonk111@gmail.com 

  
  

  

Vicar  

The Revd Dr Paul Monk  
St Barnabas’ Vicarage, Arundel Street, Clarksfield, Oldham OL4 1NL  
Tel: (0161) 624 7708 
  

Assistant Curates 

The Revd Denise Owen (and Vicar of St Thomas’ Church Moorside) 
Tel: (0161) 652 0292  and  E: therevd.dowen@yahoo.co.uk 
The Revd Jane Hyde 
Tel: (07734) 886 893  and  E: janehyde10@hotmail.com 
  

Lay Reader 
and Warden  Mr Peter Haslam (0161) 345 0215  
  

Administrator  Miss Sarah Gura (07708) 714 813 

Treasurer  Ms Gisele Onwumere  

Parish Hall bookings The Vicar  (0161) 624 7708 

To many people, the word ‘Church’ means a building. It may be old 
and probably not warm enough. The word may also suggest a 
financial burden: a heap of stone or brick that costs too much to 
keep in good condition. 
 As I look back over the years, many memories centre on our 
buildings. I think of vandalism, occasions when the heating has not 
worked properly … or not worked at all. I think of entering the 
church late at night for interviews or cleaning. The building and its 
concerns can easily dominate everything else.  
 So it seems wise at the start of another year to remind our-selves 
that while the word ‘Church’ can mean a building, in the New 
Testament it always means a group of people seeking to live their 
lives as Christians: a church is a congregation of the faithful.  
 As we start 2020, we need to keep this latter meaning of church 
at the forefront of our lives. 
 If we fail to understand that we as a Church are first and fore-
most a group of Christians, we can easily feel despair or exasperation 
at the building. We will feel tired and bored. But if we keep our 
gaze on the Lord Jesus, we will certainly find it easier to be a 
Christian. Furthermore, in consequence, we will be more effective 
as a Church. We will find it easier to love each other because we 
have fewer distractions.  
 So maybe this could be our New Year’s resolution for 2020: 
whenever we hear the word ‘church,’ try to remember the word 
properly applies to a group of people trying to be Christ-like.  
  
Wishing you joy in 2020 as we grow together in the love and peace 
of God: 

PAUL 



 

  

School of prayer 
The Church is hosting a special one-day event on Saturday 22 
February called ’School of Prayer’. It’s for everyone and includes a 
free lunch. Please read the details on page 15. If you’d like to come, fill 
in one of the special forms or speak to Paul and/or Jane. 
  
  
 

Covenant service  
The first Sunday of 2020 occurs on 7 January. During that service, we 
renew our covenant with God, saying aloud our desire to be the 
people that God wants us to be.  
  
  
 

Grants 
We’re delighted to announce that we’ve received a grant of nearly 
£9000 from the National Lottery to enhance the security of the Church 
building.  
  
 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy 
peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love, 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
And where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not 
so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved, as to love. 
 

For it is in giving that we receive, 
It is in pardoning that we are  
pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. 
 

St Francis of Assisi  

Should I worship God from fear of hell,  
may I be cast into it. 
Should I serve Him from desire of gaining heaven, 
may He keep me out.  
But should I worship Him from love alone,  
He reveals Himself to me,  
that my whole heart may be filled with His love and 
presence.  

Sadhu Sundar Singh   



 
 
  

  

  

Sunday 5 January 9:30 am Epiphany and Annual Covenant Service. 

Saturday 22 February 9:30 am: School of Prayer, in the Church (see p. 15). 

Wednesday 26 February Ash Wednesday  

Sunday 22 March 9;30 am Mothering Sunday. 

Sunday 12 April 9:30 am Easter Sunday. 

Sunday 31 May Whit Sunday 

Sunday 14 June 9:30 am St Barnabas’ Day and Annual Gift Day.  

Friday 19 June  7:00 pm: Annual Confirmation service.  

Christian funeral  

Wednesday 4 December Sylvia Kershaw, in the Church followed by a committal 

at Oldham Crematorium 

  
  

Sunday 5 January Sunday 12 January 

Epiphany  Baptism of Christ 
First: Isaiah 60:1–6  First: Isaiah 42:1–9  

Epistle: Ephesians 3:1–12  Epistle: Acts 10:34–43  

Gospel: Matthew 2:1–12  Gospel: Matthew 3:13–17  

  
  

Sunday 19 January Sunday 26 January 

Second Sunday of Epiphany Third Sunday of Epiphany 

First: Isaiah 49:1–7  First: Isaiah 9:1–4  

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:3–9  Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:10–18  

Gospel: John 1:29–42  Gospel: Matthew 4:12–23  

Before the beginning 
(with apologies to Genesis 1:1–23) 



 
 
  

Any concern too small to be turned into a prayer is too small to be  
made into a burden. 
Corrie Ten Boom  

Prayer is not asking. It is a longing of the soul. It is daily admission of 
one's weakness. In prayer it is better to have a heart without words 
than words without a heart.  
Mahatma Gandhi  

Prayer does not mean asking God for all kinds of things we want, it is 
rather the desire for God Himself, the only Giver of Life.  
Sadhu Sundar Singh 

Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself in the hands of God, at  
His disposition, and listening to His voice in the depth of our hearts. 
Mother Teresa  

Never believe that true prayer consists in mere babbling, reciting so 
many psalms and vigils, saying your beads while you allow your 
thoughts to roam.  
Johannes Tauler 

In many parts of the Bible and  
in many Churches today,  

people use incense as a metaphor  
for praying and for prayer.  

Just as smoke rises into the sky,  
so our prayers go up  

to God in heaven. 
  

 
When you pray, imagine God  

receiving your prayer 
and enjoying it.  

 
Many of us start a new year with resolutions. We decide to improve an 
existing ability, take up a new exercise or hobby, and maybe quit other things.  
 Throughout this new year of 2020 we’ll be looking at different  
aspects of spirituality. In this, the first magazine of this new year, the main 
theme will be prayer and praying.  
• Everyone needs to pray and everyone can be taught to pray. 
• Praying is an encounter with God. 
• Prayer should be a conversation with God. We therefore remember: 

 We speak to God. 
 God speaks to us. 
 Prayer can also involve periods of silence. 

• The Holy Spirit acts like a mobile phone.  
 He is the go-between between us and God.  

• Prayer should be pleasant and never a chore.  
• There are a very large number of ways of praying.  

  

Why in the past did people pray kneeling with their hands together? 
 Medieval societies were organised in terms of a person’s social position, 
with the king at the top and slaves at the bottom.  
 Maintaining this order was important. A simple display of position was 
known as ‘homage’. For example, a peasant paid homage to his local baron; 
barons paid homage to an overlord; and lords paid homage to the king.  
 The homage rite was simple. The person of lower status knelt before the person 
of higher status. As he knelt, he placed his hands together in front of his face, and 
the overlord stood before him (or sat on a throne), placing his hands over the 
hands of his underling. Prayers and promises were said. 
 In the same way, when we come before God, we acknowledge that he is greater 
than us. We pay homage and renew our relationship. We do so kneeling before 
him, with our hands together and outstretched before us. 
  

King Edward III of England paying  
homage to the king of France as his  

feudal overlord.  
© The National library of Paris 

 

http://blog.mlive.com/flintcommunity_impact/2008/04/large_praying_hands.jpg


 
  

  
  

  Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name; 

  your kingdom come;  
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins, 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

  For yours is the kingdom, 
  the power and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  
  Amen.  
  

These words (without bits  and ) come from a modern translation of  
Matthew 6:9–13. This is the version of the Lord’s Prayer we use in Church. 
Some people prefer versions that sound more old-fashioned. St Luke records 
a much shorter version in Luke 11. 

 Jesus starts by pointing his soul toward God the Father. An old saying says, 
we ‘pray to the Father, in the power of the Spirit in the name of the Son.’  

 Jesus then continues the prayer with a series of short requests – so it is 
now an intercessory prayer. Right at the start, Jesus asks that God should 
only give us those things that he wants us to have: ‘your will be done.’ 
These words act as a kind of insurance against asking for the wrong things. 

 Jesus then asked for specific things. Notice how the prayer demonstrates 
a total lack of greed: Jesus mentions modest things like sufficient food for 
the day. He then prays for forgiveness (both by us and for us).  

 Finally, Jesus asks for spiritual protection from the devil. For Jesus, prayer is 
always a spiritual discipline that leads to God. Like Jesus, we must beware 
of distractions in prayer, because they take us away from God. 

 We call this last portion the doxology, from a Greek word meaning ‘glory.’ 
It does not appear in either of the versions of the Lord’s Prayer in the Bible, 
although Jewish prayers at the time usually ended with a doxology prayer.  

 Early manuscripts of Matthew cite at least ten different versions of the 
doxology. The words were standardised in the late third century.  

 Amen is an Aramaic word meaning a mixture of ‘I agree’ and ‘let it be so.’ 
We make a prayer our own when we conclude it with ‘Amen’. 

Love is the inclination, 
strength, and power for the 
soul in making its way to God, 
for love unites it with God.  
The more degrees of love it has, 
the more deeply it  
enters into God and centres 
itself in him. 
John of the Cross 



 

In each box below, write a short sentence to show these different ways of praying.  

S 
  

E 
  

A 
  

R 
  

C 
  

H 
  

 

We can use the word SEARCH as an acronym to gain a fuller meaning of the 
word ‘prayer’. 

S Supplication is a long word meaning ‘asking.’ 

E Entering Coming into the presence of God.  

A Adoration means telling God how wonderful he is.  

R Rejoicing means saying ‘thank you’ to God for the good things that happen 
to us.  

C Confession means admitting to God those things we have done wrong.  

H Hearing God, It means listening to Him and looking out for his responses. 

Next month, St Barnabas Church will host a  
School of Prayer.  
  

The day will involve a series of workshops to encourage and  
inform about different ways we can get closer to God through 
prayer.  
  

• Participants can chose 3 workshops from a range of options. The  
current list is, the Jesus prayer, Celtic spirituality, the Ignatian  
‘examen’, dwelling on the word, ‘creative’ prayer, using prayer beads, 
praying with the psalms  

• Children/young people’s activities on prayer will also be available. 
• A free simple soup and sandwich lunch and refreshments are included. 
• The day ends with a short act of worship. 
  
More details will follow throughout January. For more information, 
please speak to Revd Jane.  



  

 
  

T O G E T H E R A S 

N U H W G F A D S O 

O R L O V E T P S N 

I S D R J L I S I G 

N E N S J B M A N S 

U L E H K I E L G B 

M V I I L B M M I N 

M E R P R A Y I N G 

O S F L E P S O G V 

C A N T I C L E X C 

 

Find the following words in the grid. All these things are  
involved in a service of worship. BIBLE, CANTICLE, COMING  
TOGETHER, COMMUNION, EAT, FRIEND, LOVE, OURSEVES, 
PRAYING, PSALM, SINGING, SONGS, TIME, WORSHIP 

Using the letters in the brown squares,  
complete the following definition:  
‘Worship means ‘giving _  _  _  _  _ ’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
  

Sundar Singh was born on 3 September 1889 into a Sikh family in a 
small village in Punjab state, northern India.  
 His mother was pious and took him to sit at the feet of a local  
sadhu — an ascetic holy man — who lived in the jungle some miles 
away. He later went to Ewing Christian High School to learn English. 
 Sundar felt impelled to question Christianity but local priests could 
not answer his questions. He prayed that ‘whosoever is the “True God” 
should appear before him, or else he would kill himself’. That same 
night Jesus appeared to him in a vision. The room filled with a glow and 
a man appeared before him. Sundar saw how the man’s hands were 
pierced with nails.  
 Next morning, Sundar told his father that he would convert and  
become a missionary of Christ. Despite profound opposition, he was 
publicly baptised as a Christian on the day he turned sixteen in a church 
in the Himalayan foothills. 
 He resolved to follow his master and become an itinerant preacher 
who owned nothing. So, in October 1906, he set out on his journey as a 
new Christian, wearing the saffron turban and robes of a sadhu. Singh 
styled himself a sadhu (albeit a Christian version) because he knew 
Indians would not assimilate Christianity unless it was an Indian form of 
the faith.  
 Sundar Singh felt compelled to travel north to convert the Punjab. 
The Christian communities he met called him ‘the apostle with the 
bleeding feet’. He suffered persecution but also had many mystical 
experiences.  
 Sundar Singh saw how Western civilisation had grown to become 
the opposite of the values Jesus taught. He was disillusioned with its 
materialism, and lamented at the way Indian Christians adopted British 
customs that had nothing to do with either Christianity or Christ. 
 In December 1909, Sundar Singh began training for Christian  
ministry at the Anglican college in Lahore but was ostracised for being 
‘different’. He left in July 1910 after refusing to wear the robes of an  
 

Anglican priest. Thereafter, he rejected any mixing of Christianity and 
British culture.  
 Sundar Singh’s Gospel work widened during his twenties. Stories 
from those years are incredible being full of miracles which, apparently, 
helped in conversion. Many referred to him as ‘The Indian Christ’. He 
refused all disciples and always walked barefoot and alone. 
 Sundar Singh visited London and the US in the early 1920s and was 
appalled by their materialism, spiritual emptiness and irreligion. Once 
back in India, he continued his work of proclaiming the Gospel, though 
it was clear that he was becoming physically frail.  
 In 1929, against all his friends' advice, Singh made one last journey 
to Tibet. He was last seen on 18 April 1929 setting off toward a distant 
holy place. Where he went after that is unknown: whether he died of 
exhaustion or reached the mountains remains a mystery.  
 Today, many revere Sundar Singh as someone who changed the 
Indian church, pointing it toward Jesus.  
 He also showed how Christianity is always viewed through a 
cultural lens, which can be a problem. He invites us today to seek the 
real Jesus and follow him   
without any cultural   
‘baggage’.  

For more information, please visit the following sites: 
  

 https://www.tentmaker.org/biographies/singh.htm  
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sadhu_Sundar_Singh  

https://livres-
mystiques.com/partieTEXTES/SundarSing/visions.html  

15  

https://www.tentmaker.org/biographies/singh.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sadhu_Sundar_Singh
https://livres-mystiques.com/partieTEXTES/SundarSing/visions.html
https://livres-mystiques.com/partieTEXTES/SundarSing/visions.html
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2020? What will this year mean for you? Will it be a special year? The 
year of a ‘big birthday’ or significant anniversary? Perhaps you expect 
the arrival of a child or grandchild, or you will be facing important 
exams? Maybe you will be getting married or moving to a new school 
or college or job?  
 You might not, however, be expecting anything special or out of the 
ordinary this year, but that’s the problem with the future … you never 
know for certain! 
 It may be the year 2020 but we cannot have 20/20 vision where the 
future is concerned. However much we try to ‘future proof’ ourselves 
(we might take out insurance; try to keep healthy and active; save a 
little for a rainy day; put the hours into study or work), we  
cannot guarantee what is in store for us over the next twelve months. 
 We do know, however, that our God is a faithful God. The poet  
William Cowper wrote that He ‘works in mysterious ways’ and many 
of us know this to be true. As people of faith, we know that whatever 
the future holds (whether we initially perceive situations as ‘good’ or 
‘bad’) God, through His Son Jesus Christ, is always near to us to share 
in our joys and sorrows. He can always be called upon in prayer when 
we have things to ponder or decisions to make.  
 Next month, our benefice is hosting a ‘School for Prayer’ in the 
Church (see page 15). Even Jesus’ disciples had a problem with prayer. 
They asked Jesus to teach them to pray (Luke 11:1) and the result was 
the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ which we still pray at every service. The ‘School’s’ 
practical workshops will provide us with an opportunity to explore 
different ways to pray…to answer for ourselves ‘How can I pray: how 
can I draw closer to God?’ 
 The Collect for New Year’s Day in The Book of Common Prayer helps 
gather together all our prayers for the coming year (in whatever way 
we choose to pray them): 

O Eternal Lord God, who hast brought thy servants to the  
beginning of another year: Pardon, we humbly beseech thee, our 
transgressions in the past, and graciously abide with us all the days 
of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Happy New Year to you all: 
Revd Jane 

Beginning here we glimpse the Three-in-one; 
The river runs, the clouds are torn apart, 
The Father speaks, the Sprit and the Son 
Reveal to us the single loving heart 
That beats behind the being of all things 
And calls and keeps and kindles us to light. 
The dove descends, the spirit soars and sings 
‘You are belovèd, you are my delight!’ 

In that quick light and life, as water spills 
And streams around the Man like quickening rain, 
The voice that made the universe reveals 
The God in Man who makes it new again. 
He calls us too, to step into that river 
To die and rise and live and love forever. 
  

Malcolm Guite    
 

  

The Church celebrates the baptism of Christ on Sunday 12 January. 



 
  

  
  
  
  

 

 

 

We formed in 2001 to take in and re-home unwanted and abandoned 

animals. Can you help us? We are always in need of donations and 

volunteers, as well as homes for our lovely animals.  

Could you provide that home? Please contact us today! 
  

Pennine Pen Animal Rescue, Honeywell Lane, Oldham, OL8 2JP 

Telephone: (0161) 621 0819  

Email: penninepen@hotmail.co.uk 

www.penninepen.org.uk  

G BARLOW & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS  

Established 1868 
  

Union Street West, Oldham, OL8 1DQ  
  

Telephone (0161) 624 4301 
24 hours  

  

Personal attention 

Private Chapel of Rest  

Funerals completely Furnished  

Pre-payment plans available 

An independent family business  

mailto:penninepen@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.penninepen.org.uk/


  

  

Weds 1 New Year’s Day, so no scheduled activities.  

Sunday 5 9:30 am: Service for Epiphany and Annual Covenant. 

Monday 6 2:30 pm: Prayers in the vestry. 

Tuesday 7 10:00 am: Holy Communion in the Church.  

 2:00 pm: Holy Communion at Moor Haven Nursing Home. 

Weds 8 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

Sunday 12 9:30 am: Service for the Baptism of Christ. 

Monday 13 2:30 pm: Prayers in the vestry. 

Tuesday 14 10:00 am: Holy Communion in the Church. 

Weds 15 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

Sunday 19 9:30 am: Service for the Second Sunday of Epiphany. 

Monday 20 2:30 pm: Prayers in the vestry. 

Tuesday 21 10:00 am: Holy Communion in the Church. 

Weds 22 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

Sunday 26 9:30 am; Service for the Third Sunday of Epiphany.  

Monday 27 2:30 pm: Prayers in the vestry. 

Tuesday 28 10:00 am: Holy Communion in the Church. 

Weds 29 9:00–10:00 am: Scripture breakfast. 

  

February 2020 

Sunday 2 9:30 am: Service for Candlemas. 

Monday 3 2:30 pm: Prayers in the vestry. 



 


